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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

OVERVIEW

METHODOLOGY

Village of Colonie Master Plan

The Village of Colonie, located in the north-central area of
Albany County, was incorporated as a Village on March 2,
1921. Since its original small- community persona, the
Village has experienced major growth during the past 80
years. New York State Route 5 and Wolf Road corridors
have become heavily developed and remain the major
commercial areas of the community. Residential homes are
situated along a network of connected Village streets and
several cul-de-sac single-family housing developments.

In 1959 the Village prepared its first Master Plan. The plan
was developed to, survey, evaluate, and address changes in
demographic data, land use patterns, public facilities and
community needs. The plan, prepared more than 40 years
ago, has become out-dated in addressing the modern day
needs of a bustling and active community. Goals that were
established in the 50’s have been achieved and built upon.
A new Master Plan was needed to identify Village resources
and characteristics and to provide a vision of where the
Village wants to be in the future and a logical and well
thought out plan on how to get there.

In April of 2001, the Village of Colonie began the planning
process by establishing a Master Plan Advisory Committee.
The Committee was created with the intent of representing
a large cross section of the community, including members
of the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals,
Traffic Committee, Sign Committee, residents and business
owners. The development of the Village of Colonie Master
Plan was partially financed by the Hudson River Valley
Greenway. As a participating Hudson River Valley
Greenway community, the Village of Colonie was awarded
a grant of $10,000 through the Greenway Communities
Council to create this plan.
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Consultants conducted a thorough review and analysis of
previous reports and planning studies, on-site condition
inspections, reports on community resources, and
demographic studies of population growth and community
needs. The Master Plan Advisory Committee, realizing the
importance of public participation in the development of a
Master Plan, held monthly open meetings throughout the
entire process. Consultant information was provided to the
Committee with public input received and incorporated
into the plan’s development.

To ensure effective community outreach and participation,
the Village provided many opportunities for public
participation. Residents were invited to participate in
written community surveys; business surveys; a community
visioning public meeting; a community Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (S.W.O.T.)
workshop; and a Community Image Survey workshop.

Advance notice of the public hearings and meetings were
posted in the Village Hall and were also advertised through
articles in The Villager newsletter, which is distributed to all
residents of the Village of Colonie. As the project reached
its conclusion, the final draft plan was presented for public
review on two occasions. A special reminder post card was
mailed to every household one-week prior the meeting.
Prior to the final public hearing, the Village Board
distributed a summary of the proposed Master Plan Goals,
and a short survey asking the public to agree or disagree on
the proposed goals. A chronological listing of the planning
process and community events is available in section I-03,
the Planning Process.

Village of Colonie Master Plan 1
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MASTER PLAN
CONTEXT

The Village of Colonie Master Plan is divided into four
main sections:

I Introduction

II  Inventory and Analysis

III Goals and Recommendations

IV Action and Implementation Matrix

The Master Plan also contains a series of detailed,
engineered utility-specific drawings, thematic maps, tables,
charts, and graphs.

Section II, Existing Conditions contains an in-depth
inventory and analysis of existing conditions within the
Village. This section contains information on the History;
Demographic Features, Natural Resources, Municipal
Resources, Recreational & Community Facilities,
Educational Resources, Transportation, Existing Land Use,
Existing Zoning, and Public Opinions. The information in
this section is very useful for documentation of the current
socio-demographic status of the community. It also serves
as a record of the various features of the Village.

Section III, Goals and Recommendations is based on
analysis of the information presented in Section II and the
public participation process. This section outlines issues
facing the Village of Colonie and the responding goals and
recommendations that are suggested in addressing these
issues.

Section IV, Action and Implementation Matrix, lays out
the actions that are to be undertaken to meet the needs of
the community. This section contains a comprehensive list
of actions, the type of action, and a time frame for each
activity.

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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GOALS AND Conclusive research documents that residents of the Village

STRATEGIES of Colonie enjoy a high quality of life. Goals and strategies
are developed to protect today’s resources and services
while planning for the Village’s future. The planning
committee, based on research and the community
involvement process, established the following lists of
goals. Recommendations for activities to achieve the goals
are included within the document.

Land Use - Goal 1: Encourage future development that is
of quality design and will enhance the existing character of
the Village and meet the necessary long-term needs of the
community.

Land Use - Goal 2: Create Planned Unit Developments
(PUD) in order to transform under-utilized or inactive
commercial areas into active mixed-use (housing,
recreational/open space, and commercial space) areas that
are pedestrian friendly.

Land Use - Goal 3: Protect and enhance the visual
character and design quality of the Village along
transportation corridors, Village municipal boundaries and
gateways to the community.

Land Use — Goal 4: Explore, identify and conserve existing
vacant land and buildings for adaptive re-use for recreation,
senior housing and other needed public services in order to
meet the necessary long-term needs of the community.

Land Use — Goal 5: Encourage future development that
minimizes negative impacts on natural resources,
infrastructure, and neighboring uses in order to safeguard
the health, safety and welfare of the community.

Transportation — Goal 1: Provide safe and efficient
circulation of pedestrian, bus, and automotive traffic, to
minimize the impact of traffic on the Village’s quality of life.

_____—.—_————'————“——=—_———-—-——_#
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Transportation — Goal 2: Maintain and enhance the
aesthetics of the Route 5 corridor.

Transportation — Goal 3: Continue to improve traffic safety
for pedestrians in residential and commercial areas through
the use of various traffic calming devices.

Housing — Goal 1: Preserve and enhance the existing
residential neighborhoods in the Village.

Housing Goal - 2: Provide a balanced blend of quality
housing opportunities including a desirable range of
housing types and price ranges, which are affordable and
accessible for all residents.

Housing - Goal 3: Provide a range of housing choices for
Senior Citizens.

Economic Development — Goal 1: Develop a business
friendly environment to retain and expand the Village’s tax
base and provide existing and future residents with a wide
range of business, employment and career opportunities.

Economic Development — Goal 2: Develop a Marketing
Plan for the Village.

Economic Development — Goal 3: Improve and enhance the
business environment to offer amenities to residents and
visitors.

Community and Recreational Facilities — Goal 1: Maintain
and enhance Village buildings and properties to adequately
serve their function for all residents.

Community and Recreational Facilities — Goal 2: Promote
existing Village programs and activities, and continue to
cooperate with the Town for the provision of needed
services to the citizens of the Village.

<
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Community and Recreational Facilities — Goal 3: To
continue to provide the desired recreational and
community services to Village residents.

Natural Resources - Goal 1: Protect and enhance
environmentally significant and or sensitive land areas in
order to minimize adverse impacts due to man-made
development.

Natural Resources — Goal 2: Preserve and protect areas of
open space that are important to the Village for use as
public recreational or leisure purposes.

Natural Resources — Goal 3: Preserve and enhance the
scenic tree-lined streets within the Village.

Historical and Cultural Resources — Goal 1: Develop a more
identifiable and unique Village historical/cultural theme in
order to reinforce a sense of community identity and pride
and reconnect residents and visitors to the community’s
roots.

Administrative Actions - Goal 1: Ensure that the
community efforts in crafting the Village of Colonie Master

Plan for the future of the Village of Colonie will result in
actions to achieve the goals.

Administrative Actions — Goal 2: Promote and encourage
inter and intra-municipal cooperation and communication
with other local, state, and regional agencies when making
land use decisions.

SUMMARIZATION In the development of a Master Plan, a community must
first visit its past, inventory its present, and prepare a
blueprint for its future. A well-prepared Master Plan is a
planning tool that develops a vision for the community;
identifies specific community development goals, and sets
forth clear steps that can be taken to implement and achieve
these goals.

-——————
Village of Colonie Master Plan vi
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The Master Plan can be used to understand changing
economic conditions; identify community attitudes toward
community characteristics and needs; and provide
development opportunities. In addition, information must
be provided in sufficient detail to ensure that the developed
goals are attainable. Included within the document is an
action matrix listing out the activities needed to successfully
achieve each goal. The success of the Village of Colonie’s
Master plan will be gauged on the achievements reached by
the Village as they continue to support and implement the
goals that they and the residents of the community have
established.

-
ﬁ
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Introduction
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What is a Master Plan?

WHAT IS A MASTER
PLAN?

A Master Plan sets forth a community’s vision for its future
by establishing a series of goals, objectives and
recommended actions which will assist in making a
community the ideal place to live, work and recreate. A
Master Plan acts as a “guide” or a “blueprint” for the
future. The plan summarizes the historical context of a
community, analyzes the present conditions, sets forth
issues, objectives and actions for the future, and outlines an
implementation strategy to meet those objectives. In short,
the plan tells us where we have been, where we are, where
we want to be, and how we are going to get there.

The Village of Colonie is authorized by Village Law §7-722
to undertake “comprehensive planning and to regulate land
use for the purpose of protecting the public health, safety
and general welfare of its citizens.” Village Law further
strengthens the role of master planning by stating that any
new land use regulations and /or amendments, and all
plans for future capital projects of another governmental
entity on land within the Village, must take into
consideration the adopted Master Plan. As such, the Village
of Colonie has gone to great lengths to create a vision for
the community that will set the tone for years to come.

The Village of Colonie Master Plan identifies and examines
a comprehensive list of existing conditions, including
demographics, economic features, natural resources,
municipal resources, recreation and community facilities,
education resources, transportation and land use. In
concert with a strong public participation process, the
Village of Colonie Master Plan blends data analysis with the
future needs of the community to create and establish goals,
recommendations, and actions from which to construct a
new future.

—_—____'_____—.__.——__—___
w

Village of Colonie Master Plan

1-01.1



Introducton
ﬁ

WHY UPDATE THE In 1959, the Village of Colonie prepared a Master Plan. The
VILLAGE OF document includes a Survey and Evaluation. The Plan
COLONIE MASTER surveyed and evaluated historical growth, existing

" environmental resources, existing land use patterns,
FLAN existing community facilities, public utilities, and other
characteristics of the time period. The Plan further made
proposals and recommendations for future land use
changes, zoning changes and expansion of community

facilities and public utilities.

Major changes in population, new development, and
shifing of needs and concerns of the citizens has
necessitated the development of an updated Master Plan.
The 2002 Village of Colonie Master Plan incorporates public
opinion and up-to-date information to guide the Village’s
future.  The development of the Plan created an
opportunity to study current issues and coordinate new
ideas with those of previous planning efforts.

The 2002 Village of Colonie Master Plan will serve as a
guide to future public and private decisions. The public
planning process is an opportunity to establish a consensus
on the Village’s goals and objectives regarding the location
of future development, design of new development,
restrictions of certain types of development and the general
path for the community’s future.

The Village of Colonie understands the positive and
negative impacts of growth, the planning tools legally
available, and residents’ expectations for the Village. The
Master Plan offers an opportunity to fully understand the
issues and reaffirm or redirect the goals set out in previous
planning efforts.

In order for the Village of Colonie to continue to be socially
and economically sustainable, it must respond to changing
conditions. The vitality of the Village requires a strategic
vision that weaves together the facts of changing economic
conditions, the importance, and value of limited open space,
and the needs and desires of a diverse population.

S ———————————————
ﬁ
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Previous Plans & Village Studies

ORIGINAL MASTER
PLAN - 1959

RECODIFICATION - 1985

PATROON CREEK
CORRIDOR STUDY -
1987

FEIS FOR COMMERCIAL
“D” ZONE - 1988

EMERGENCY WATER
SYSTEM PLAN - 1992

PEDESTRIAN/
BICYCLE
CIRCULATION PLAN
MAP - 1995

ﬁ

Village of Colonie Master Plan

The Original Village of Colonie Master Plan outlined the
basic development patterns we see today. Although the
Original Master Plan has not been updated in total, various
elements have been reviewed and updated over the years.

Although not a “Master Plan,” this action was a result of
previous planning efforts and incorporated a great deal of
input from the Planning Board, Zoning Board, and the
Public.

This document studied the Patroon Creek Corridor to
determine the necessary steps needed to preserve and
improve creek aesthetics and reduce siltation of Cook Pond.

This document set forth the Concept Plan and Conditions
of Development of what is now the Commercial “D” Zone.
This rezoning eliminated the heavy industrial use allowed
in the area and provided for the protection of the Patroon
Creek Corridor. The document underwent much public
scrutiny prior to adoption.

This document outlines procedures to be followed in the
event of a water emergency. The Emergency Water System
Plan is currently in effect.

This Plan, presented in map format, outlines the pedestrian
and bicycle circulation patterns within the Village of
Colonie in order to create a user-friendly system for the
enjoyment of residents and visitors alike.

1-02.1
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TRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT
STUDY - 1996

COOK PARK MASTER
PLAN MAP - 1997

Village of Colonie Master Plan

This document identifies and addresses local traffic,
pedestrian and bicycle transportation issues within the
Village. The study addressed the reduction of traffic
volume and speed on residential streets, traffic flow and
signal issues and pedestrian/bicycle circulation
improvements.

This Plan, presented in map format, outlined the results
from Village-wide survey of desired recreation components
for the future development of Cook Park.

1-02.2
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The Planning Process

PLANNING PROCESS The Village of Colonie began the Master Plan update
planning process in April of 2001 by establishing a
Master Plan Advisory Committee. The Committee was
created with the intent of representing a large cross
section of the community, including members from the
Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Traffic
Committee, Sign Committee, residents, and business
owners.

The Master Plan Advisory Committee, realizing the
importance of public participation in the development of a
Master Plan, held monthly open meetings throughout the
entire process. The Village of Colonie sought methods of
community outreach beyond simply inviting the public to
the Committee meetings. Several opportunities for public
participation were available to residents, including:
community surveys, business surveys, a community
visioning public meeting, a community Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (S.W.O.T.)
workshop and a Community Image Survey workshop.
The meetings were advertised through articles in The
Village newsletter that is distributed to all Village
residents. The draft and final Master Plan was also
presented at public meetings.

Planning Process and Listed below are events that took place over an 18-
Events month period beginning in April 2001 for the
development and adoption of the Master Plan.

* Appointment of the Master Plan Advisory
Committee.

e  April 2001 - Master Plan Advisory Committee
Orientation Meeting.

 June 2001 - Review of the master planning
process.

_ ...
Village of Colonie Master Plan 1-03.1
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e July 2001 - Presentation by Capital District
Transportation Committee (CDTC), NYS Route 5
Corridor Study.

*  August 2001 - Issue discussion: transportation
and land use. Review and discussion of the 1959
Master Plan.

e September 2001 - Discussion of content of
residential and business surveys, physical and
environmental features and community and
municipal facilities.

. October 2001 - Review of draft residential
survey, discussion of historical resources and
preservation, cultural and education facilities.

e November 2001 - Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) Workshop
and Analysis and discussion of Community
Image Survey.

*  December 2001 - Meeting with Youth Director
for the Village. Review of draft land use map
and discussion of the Community Image Survey
Workshop.

* January 2002 - Joint meeting with Town of
Colonie Planner to discuss mutual issues and
concerns. Review of business survey results.

o  February 2002 - Review of Community Image
Survey questionnaire and review of residential
survey results.

* March 2002 - Community Image Survey
Workshop.

e April 2002 - Visioning Workshop. Review of
results of the Community Image Survey.

%
Village of Colonie Master Plan 1-03.2
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e  May 2002 - Review of Inventory and Analysis.
Discuss future goals and objectives.

e June 2002 - Present the Draft Plan to the
Committee. Develop draft Goals and
Recommendations.

e  July-August 2002 — Summer Recess
y-Aug

e  September 2002 - Present the Draft Goals and
Recommendations to the Committee.

. October 2002 — Present the Draft Plan to the
Committee.

e November 2002 - Solicit public input and
forward Draft Plan to Albany County Economic
Development, Conservation and Planning
Department for review. Master Plan Advisory
Committee Public Hearing.

* December 2002 - Master Plan Advisory
Committee votes to recommend the adoption of
the Master Plan by the Village Board.

e January 2003 - Village Board distributes a
community-wide survey to gather public
opinion on the Master Plan Goals.

e  February 2003 - Village Board Public Hearing.

° March 2003 - State, Environmental, Quality,
Review Act (SEQR) Determination. Village
Board adopts the Master Plan.

%
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Inventory and Analysis
History of the Village

The Village of Colonie has a very rich history. Native
Americans of many different religious backgrou'nds and
lifestyles originally inhabited the area. Archeologists hgve
found evidence of these people who lived here during
prehistoric times, roughly twelve to twenty thousand years
ago. The last of the local Native American tribes were the
Mohawks, an Iroquois speaking tribe and the Mohicans, an
Algonkian speaking tribe. These tribes were in control of
all of the Capital District, as well as the territory between
Lake Champlain and the Lower Hudson River Valley.

Native Americans once used Central Avenue as a trail
between Albany and Schenectady. The area was Once
covered with pine trees, hence the Indian name Ska-Nek-
Ta-De, or “trail of open pines.” This once Native American
migration route was just the beginning of today’s booming
Central Avenue, and the development of the Village of
Colonie around this main thoroughfare.

The European heritage of the Village of Colonie dates back
to the 17" Century. Henry Hudson, a Dutch navigator, was
sent here to find a Northern navigable route to Asia. He
explored the Hudson River and the area encompassing
present day Albany and Rensselaer Counties. Henry
Hudson discovered that the area had an abundance of
coveted fur bearing animals, forests and opportunities for
trade with the Native Americans. The Dutch government
established a monopoly of trade with the Native Americans
and in 1621 the Dutch established a colony of new
settlements here and called it New Netherlands.

Kilean Van Rensselaer, one of the original wealthy Dutch
patrons to transport colonists here, purchased 700,000 acres
of land including the area now known as the Town and
Village of Colonie from the Mohawk Indians. The colonists
rented land from Van Rensselaer, often paying their rent
with bushels of wheat or furs. While the majority of settlers
were primarily occupied by trapping, some settlers moved
farther away from the Hudson River and established farms,

ﬁ
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Inventog and Analysis

saw mills and gristmills along the many streams in the area.

The colony was taken over by the English in 1664 and what
followed were years of battle for territory between the
British and the French. Many of the original Dutch settlers
were required to fight for the British in the French and
Indian War, between 1754 and 1763. The British imposed
very high taxes on required imports; the colonists desire for
freedom grew strong.

The War for Independence began in 1776, and although no
major battles occurred here, many colonists joined the
militia and those who did not, offered food and refuge to
the soldiers. Militia trained for war with the British at the
mustering site located near Hillside Avenue in the Village.

The Anti-Rent wars began after the death of Stephen Van
Rensselaer III in 1839. The heirs to Kilean Van Rensselaer
provoked this by trying to collect overdue rents from
tenants of the original manor. Many tenant farmers refused
to pay the rent, and skillfully used the news media,
conventions, politics and the ballot box to win the war.
They elected local and state government representatives
who supported their cause. A New York Supreme Court
decision finalized the conflict virtually ending leasehold
tenure in New York State.

By the time the Town of Colonie, meaning “the settlement
outside the city,” was formed in 1895 it was an established
agricultural town whose residents grew farm and garden
products for the Albany markets. Since the early 19"
Century, the Albany area had an established agricultural
society with strong legislative support for the movement of
improved agricultural technology and practices. Before this
period, almost all of the original forested land had been
cleared for timber and wheat production and the soils were
becoming exhausted due to lack of crop rotation and
fertilization. Changes in agricultural techniques and the
discovery of more productive land in the west, led to the
growth of dairy farming in the area.

W
_-_.___.—__—___________.._._._————-—-—_——
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Inventory and Analysis

The completion of the construction of the Erie Canal in 1825
also significantly changed the region, making it a major
area for travel and commercial trading. In 1831, shortly
after the construction of the Erie Canal, the first railroad in
New York State was constructed along the present Amtrak
route, which runs through the south side of the Village
adjacent to the border with the Town of Guilderland.

Trolley, Schenectady Trolley Line

In 1800, Central Avenue was a plank road. For almost 90
years, it was operated as the Albany-Schenectady Turnpike,
with tollgates at either end. The State began taking over
sections of the road and gradually improving it with
cobblestones and large flat stones for wheel tracks. The
turnpike was discontinued in 1891. At this point Central
Avenue had many established businesses such as hotels
and taverns for those passing through on horse drawn
vehicles.  The Village was already becoming the
commercial hub between Schenectady and Albany. At the
turn of the century, the Schenectady Trolley Line was
constructed on the south side of Route 5. At the corner of
Route 5 and Old Karner Road there was a hotel/tavern
called the Empire Hotel, which was later called the
“Halfway House.” This area was the “halfway point”
between Schenectady and Albany. For a time this area was
known as the Hamlet of Karner named after Theodore
Karner who planned to build the first suburban community
in the late 1800's, but his plans were never realized. The
trolleys ran along Central Avenue for more than thirty
years until they were shut down and replaced with busses
and automobiles. A powerhouse used for the trolley cars
still stands on Central Avenue near Karner Road in the
Village.

Empire Hotel, “Halfway House”

The advent of the trolley, the automobile and the bus along
Central Avenue prompted the community to grow. As the
Village grew, the need for a Village form of government
grew. The citizens who lived in the area around the Village
felt they were not being properly represented by the distant
Town Hall. The Village of Colonie was incorporated on

%
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March 2, 1921 with Charles Collins presiding over the first
Board of Trustees. The Village government started with a
Joan of only $500. Their chief source of income was a speed
trap set up at Route 5 and Wolf Road. The Village collected
$14,000 during the first year the speed limit was posted.
The speed trap was discontinued in 1928 when the State
Police were assigned to the area. In an effort to create jobs
for unemployed people in the late 1930’s, the federal
government funded the construction of four underground
tunnels to help pedestrians cross Route 5. The tunnels were
very important for the safe crossing of school children to
and from the Colonie Village School (now the Town of
Colonie Community Center). For many years the tunnels
were lighted at night and open twenty-four hours for
everyone. During the 1980’s the tunnels were closed due to
safety concerns.

Colonie Fire Departmen t }r.;m :ol.;' . .
Band During the 1930’s the Village continued to develop and

citizens required more services. The first volunteer fire
department was incorporated in the Village in 1931 with
100 members. Today the Colonie Fire Company has the
latest equipment and a newly renovated firehouse. The fire
company and the Ladies Auxiliary have earned many
trophies and commendations for their contributions to the
Village.

From the 1930s to the 1950s, the Village had slow and
gradual commercial and residential development primarily
along Route 5, still one of the only east west routes for
traveling between Albany and points west. The end of
WWII brought fast changes to the Village of Colonie, and
many other suburban communities across the United
States. The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944,
popularly known as the GI Bill, greatly affected the Village.
The GI Bill not only offered returning soldiers funding for
higher education, but also encouraged suburban home
development with the Guaranteed Home Loan Program
that came with it. In a nine-year period between 1950 and
1959 there was an increase of approximately 340% in the
construction of homes within the Village, or approximately

—_—
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95 new homes per year. With the baby boom and the
promotion of the American Dream, more and more families
moved to the suburbs to build new single-family homes.
The Village school was soO crowded that some students
were taught at available church facilities. In 1956, the
Interstate Highway Act brought the construction of the
New York State Thruway and other highways around the
Village, making fast travel between work and home much
easier. Many new retail establishments and workplaces
soon followed.

The 1960 Village election of trustees made history, when
Edward Mahoney and Bill Cook each received the same
number of votes. The Appellate Division of the State
Supreme Court decided that each candidate would draw a
card from a deck, with the holder of the highest card
winning the seat. Mahoney drew an 8 of diamonds, and
Cook drew a Jack of diamonds. This election was the
beginning of Bill Cook’s successful political career until he
retired in 1971.

[n 1961 a seven member Planning Commission was
established, without pay, to serve the Village residents. The
Planning Commission’s job was, and still is, to review site
plans for new businesses, housing, and development that
would be located in the Village of Colonie.

The 1960’s were a time in the Village of booming growth
that caused the Village to increase the budget by $382,645
over a ten-year period. In 1964 the population had soared
to 8,072 residents and the Village purchased 49 acres of
land from the City of Albany for $1500 to be used as a
recreation site known as Cook Park. Cook Park is now
approximately 55 acres and heavily used by the residents of
the Village. In late 1965, the Holiday Inn donated a house
to the Village to be used for a senior citizens center, and on
Mothers Day 1966, the center opened. Mayor Bill Cook and
Edward Skinner conceived the idea of a senior center and
moved the house that was dedicated to the Village
municipal property. Since then, the center has been
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expanded twice and has been very successful throughout
the years.

In March of the same year, the Board of Trustees adopted
the codebook of ordinances. A new Village Hall was built
and was dedicated in 1968.

The past 30 years have been very successful in the Village.
Beginning with the groundbreaking for the sanitary sewers,
vast public works improvements were developed to
increase the quality of life for the Village residents.

After the boom of the 1960's the population growth
remained relatively stable. Commercial business on Route
5 increased significantly in the 1980's, with many
commercial businesses and shopping centers replacing the
existing single-family homes are creating a regional
commercial center. This commercial and retail boom was
due in part to the fact that by the middle of the 1980's Wolf
Road was reaching its capacity of development. With the
rise of commercial development, the Village tax base
increased.

Over the past 25 years, the Village of Colonie’s commercial
and residential growth has stabilized. Commercial and
retail businesses still consider the Village to be an attractive
place to work, and residents enjoy a high standard of living.
Today, the Village of Colonie is ready to embark on a new
voyage, one that recognizes the past, preserves the present,
and creates a new future for the residents of this proud and
vibrant community.

W
_——————
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Demographic Features

COLONIE TODAY This section provides information about the Village of
Colonie in a variety of subject areas and will help paint a
picture of the community’s social, physical, and economic
conditions. An integral part of any comprehensive plan is a
study of population past, present and future. By examining
socio-economic data, recommendations can be made
concerning the future land use and demographic make-up
of the community. In addition to the village data provided
in this section, comparisons to the Town of Colonie, Albany
County and the State of New York have made where
appropriate. These comparisons will provide a level of
context that is required to understand the health and future
of the Village of Colonie.

The information contained herein has been compiled
utilizing data from the 1990 U.S. Census, the 1997 Economic
Census, the 2000 U.S. Census, & the Capital District
Regional Planning Commission. The data presented is the
most up to date available at the time of printing, and
sources have been documented under each table and chart.

POPULATION DATA Local population growth or decline is often dependent
upon several factors, including economic expansion,

environmental capacity, housing suitability, varying needs
within age cohorts, and overall regional desirability.

Overall population in the Village of Colonie has declined
slightly during the 1990’s, with a population loss of
approximately 1.3%. From 1980 through 2000, the Village
of Colonie lost 10.7% of its population. The population shift
within the Village is in contrast to both the surrounding
Town of Colonie and Albany County as a whole. During
the 1990’s, the population of the Town and County grew
3.6% and .67% respectively. A review of the last 20 years
shows the Town grew 6.3% and the County grew 3%. Table
1 illustrates the population trends of the Village of Colonie
as compared to the Town, County, and New York State.

M
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Table 1 - Population Change

i % Change % Change % Change

' 1980 1990 2000 19801990 1990-2000 1980-2000
Village of Colonie (8,869 18,019 [Fo16  -9.6% -1.3% -10.7%
Townof Colonie (74,593  [76497 79,258  [2.6% [3.6% 16.3%
Albany County 285909  [292793  [294365 4% [0.6% 3.0%
[New York State :17 558,072 [17,990455 |1s 9764 [2.5% [5.5% I8.1%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census, CDRPC

Figure 1 illustrates the projected population decline of the
Village of Colonie for the next thirty years.

Figure 1 - Projected | \I}‘u]d’;un Jt‘L]!l"lt.'

Projected I’opulatmn Dev.lme

-E Village of Culumu :

9,000 I — . S— = __l
8,000 |—|, —
7,000 +— - {‘:‘ :
6,000 'f e |

1980 1550 2000 2010

Suum' CDRPC w /2000 Census m;lp-lnwf!l

When reviewing population trends within communities, it
is often helpful to look at the age breakdown of the
population to determine where the population shifts
occurred. Table 2 depicts the general age demographics
from the 2000 Census for the Village of Colonie as
compared to the Town of Colonie.

E————— " . —————————————— S
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Table 2 - 2000 Demographic Characteristics, Village and Town of Colonie

Village of Colenie 1.'-3umher [Percent “l'uwnol(oiuﬂe lNumb« |Percent
Male 524 @83 [Male 38,148 1481
Female ko2 517 [Female 41,110  [51.9
Under 5 "1401 5.1 Under 5 4,000 5
5t09 1487 6.2 5 to 9 4905 (6.2
10to 14 508 [o 0to 14 5263 |66
15t0 19 491 6.2 15t0 19 5,637 7.1
20 to 24 352 34 B0 to 24 1586 [5.8
25 to 34 958 12.1 D5 to 34 9,378 118
35to 44 1229  [155 35 to 44 12,695 |16
45 to 54 11,296 [16.4 U5 to 54 12,320 [155
55 to 59 427 54 55 to 59 1142 52
60 to 64 401 5.1 60 to 64 3400 |43
65 to 74 835 10,5 l65 to 74 6e2 4
75 to 84 425 5.4 75 to 84 14,756 6
IS:'.'! and over [106 3 85 and over 1,554 12
Total 7916 100 Total 79,258 [100
Median Age 41.2 | Median Age 39.7

Source: U.S. Census, 2000

[n addition, Table 3 illustrates the shift of population within
the Village of Colonie from 1990 to 2000 within age cohorts.

Table 3 - 1990 - 2000 Village Population by Cohort Comparison

1990 Number Percent 2000 |Number Percent
Under 5 471 15.9% Under 5 1401 5.1%
S5to 14 1,044 113.0% Sto 14 995 12.6%
{15to 24 1,016 12.7% 15to 24 843 110.6%
25 to 34 1,206 15.0% 25 to 34 958 {12.1%
Btodd  [1,280 16.0% B5toad 1,229 15.5%
45 to 54 I93é— 11.7% 45 to 54 1,296 16.4%
55 to 64 [1 007 112.6% 55 to 64 828 10.5%
165 & over  |1,059 [13.2% 65 & over  [1,366 [17.3%
Total 18,019 100.0% Total 7,916 il{}(lﬂ"-'-:
Median 136.8 Median |41.I‘-. |

Source: U.S. Census, 2000

%
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From this information, it can be determined that the decline
in the population of the Village of Colonie is directly linked
to the aging of the residents. Figure 2 illustrates that the
average age in the Village is significantly higher than the
Town of Colonie, Albany County, and New York State.

Figure 2 - Median Age Comparison

Median Age Comparison

Village of Townot Albany  New York
Colonie Colonie County State

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

While the population is getting older, the younger
generation is not being replenished. This is evident by the
fact that the Village has decreased by 1.3%, yet has
experienced a 4.3% increase in the senior citizen population
over the last ten years. An aging population, coupled with
a statistically shrinking percentage of people below age 44 (-
6.7% in the 1990’s) and a national trend toward smaller
families, depicts a large decrease in the population of the
Village by Year 2030 (Figure 3). Based upon information
compiled by the Capital District Regional Planning
Commission, the population of the Village of Colonie will
be 7,596 in the Year 2030, a loss of almost 1,273 people
based on 1980 census figures or 14.35 % of the residents.
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Figure 3 - Population by Age Cohort o e

Population by Age Cohort

‘211990 m 1995 02000 02010 M2020 M2030 |

Furthermore, nearly 234% of the loss of population
occurred in the childbearing age brackets of 25 to 35 years,
and 36 to 44 years. Coupled with the large increase in the
senior population, it can be determined that there will be a
greater need for increased senior services, housing, and
programming over the next ten years then ever before. In
addition, it should be noted that while there has been a
decrease in the 25 to 35 years and 36 to 44 years age groups,
there has been relatively little change in the 53-14 age
bracket. As such, youth and recreational programming
should still be a priority in the community.

Based upon the 2000 Census, 7,824 of the residents are of
one race, and 92 are two or more races. Furthermore, 7,257
or 98.8 percent of the total population are white. The
minority population includes African American (280
residents); American Indian, Eskimo or Aleut (7 residents);
Asian (244 residents); and Native Hawaiian or others (36
residents).

11-02.5
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INCOME The relatively high level of education within the Village is
reflected in the higher income levels and lower poverty
rates. As illustrated in Figure 4, the 2000 median household

income for the Village of Colonie was $54,597, which is
approximately 27% higher than that of Albany County, and
slightly higher than that of the Town of Colonie.

Figure 4 2000 Median Income

2000 Median Income

$60,0007"

540,000

$20,000

Village of Town of Albany

!ﬂ Median Income §54,597 $51,817 $42,935

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & CDRPC

Another indicator of a community’s income status is the
percent of its population living in poverty. According to
the 2000 U.S. Census, the Village of Colonie had less than a
2.5% poverty rate. As depicted in Figure 5 this is in contrast
to the Town of Colonie and Albany County, which
registered 3.0% and 7.2% respectively. ' J

Figure 5 - 2000 Poverty Rate

2000 Poverty Rate

Village of Colonie Town of Colonie  Albany County

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & CDRPC
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EMPLOYMENT

It is interesting to note that of the total population, the
senior population is being hit the hardest by poverty. As
Figure 6 indicates, the age group with the la-rgest
percentage of people living in poverty is adults age 65 and

over.

Figure 6~ 2000 Poverty Status by Age

2000 Poverty Status by Age

S ; ———
I 42% |

0.011

0

Source: 2000 U.S. Census & CDRPC

Existing community services that are provided through
public and non-profit sectors should be reviewed to ensure
that the proper mix of services is offered. With a greater
number of residents achieving retirement age, community
services should be reviewed on a continual basis to ensure
that the proper mix of public and not-for-profit services are
being offered to the community.

Employment of people aged 16 and over living in the
Village of Colonie is predominately geared towards the
services industry, with the greatest percentage of workers
located in administrative support occupations. This may be
due in part to the type of jobs located within the Village and
due to the close proximity of the Village to the New York
State capital. Table 4 further illustrates the impact that the
New York State government has on employment.

[1-02.7
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Table 4 - Class of Worker

Elass of Worker l

[Employed persons over age 16 l 4,218

Erivate Wage and Salary Workers \ 2,786
overnment Workers l. 1,255

5e_lf-Emploved Workers l 177

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Table 5 illustrates employment breakdown by type of
worker in 2000. The Village has less people employed as
management and professionals as compared to the Town of
Colonie. This may be because the Town of Colonie has a
greater number of people with higher levels of education
than the Village. In addition, the Village has a greater
number of individuals in sales as compared to both the
Town and the County. This may be because of the location
of three malls within a five-mile radius of the Village, and
the predominance of retail oriented businesses within the
Village.

Table 5 - 2000 Employment by Occupation & Place of Residence
Village of Town of
Coloni

Occupati NYS Colonie Albany Coun

Management/Professional 36 7% 1462 347%W 16497 41.1% 6L1 1 42.3%
Services I 16 6% 554 1307 4992 124% 20,10 13.9%
ISales & Office | 27.1% 1450 3447 12,504 31.1% 41,701 28.9%
IConstruction/ Mamnienance 76% 274 5.6% 2,600 6.5% 8945 6.2%
Production Transpor 7l a7a 12w 3538 8RM 12448 86t
iOther | 0.0% Il l
"_ 1
Industry |
Construction siod 218 52% 1910 48 6413 a4
Retail/ Trade | jossd 498 117t 406d 104%d 15069 10.4%
Farming, Forestry & Fishing {.6% 35; 00.6% 118 0, 3% 418 0 3%
[Financial 8 8% 3“‘1i 5.8% 1678  91% 11,565 8.0%
Education/Health/Social Service 24.3% 810 192% 8618 215% 35963 24.9%
Public Admimistration 5.2% TDt'!i ln'.““'qj 6,314 1570 22142 15.3%
lAnts/Rec/Food Service | 734 335 r.w“-.l 3,108 7.7% 10330 7.1%
i. - Othed | s10% ' | | |

Source: 2000 Census
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According to the 2000 U.S. Census, residents are generally

FRRCIEIGN considere% well educated (see Table 6). In 2000, 89.4% of
the population of the Village of Colonie over the age of 25
had attained a minimum of a high school diploma, with
54.2% going on to higher education. In addition, 15.6% of
the population over the age of 25 had received a minimum
of a bachelor’s degree. This is an important factor in
measuring the quality of the Village's labor force. In
general, higher educational attainment should result in
higher paying jobs, which should have a beneficial impact
on the Village.

Table 6 - 2000 Educational Attainment of Persons 25 and Over

; j WQE [ By g TS
Level of Education £ | People | Percent of Total Population_
| Village of | Village of| Albany [New York
| Colonie | Colonie | County | State
High School Diploma | 2,006 35.2% 27.0% 27.8%
College
Some College 999 17.5% 9.6% 16.8%
| Associates Degree 604 10.6% 9.6% 7.2%
Bachelor’s Degree 891 15.6% 17.5% 15.6%
Graduate /Professional 596 10.5% 15.8% 11.8%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census,/ CDRPC

The Village of Colonie is part of the South Colonie Central
School District, and is home to Forest Park and Saddlewood
Elementary Schools. One of the measures of performance
of school age children is the required standardized Third-
Grade Performance Tests (Figures 7-10). On both tests, the
reading performance and the mathematics performance,
both schools scored at 95% and above for the latest results
available.
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f uradL 3 Ru.\dmw Results - baddlew ood Elementary

Figure 7 - Three Years ©

Three Years of Grade 3 Readmg Results -
Saddlewood Elementary

mnle's:h@
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Source: New York State Department of Education

Flg'm Thru \ ears of Grade 3 \Iath Re-ulth - Saddlewood Elcmian

Three Years of Grade 3 Math Results -
Saddlewood Elementary
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Years of t.,radn 3 Ruadmb Results - an.mt Park Elementary
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Three Years of Grade 3 Readmg Results-
Forest Park Elementary g
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Figure 10 - Three Years of Grade 3 Math Results - Forest Park Elementary

Three Years of Grade 3 Math Results-
Forest Park Elementry School

‘1005’.-‘;,————99-‘3&’1003-r——1 00 g

@ This School | =
'iSimil;ﬂc‘nouls__

1995-96 1996-97 1997-98

Source: New York State Department of Education

HOUSING Housing stock in the Village of Colonie consists of various
periods of architectural styles and a diversity of housing
types. Although some of the homes date back to the early
1900’s (generally along NYS Route 5, Vly Road, and
adjacent side streets), the vast majority of homes were
constructed after 1950.

Owning a home is part of the “American Dream.”
Typically, it is also the largest investment an individual or
family will make in their lifetime. Therefore, it is important
to understand if the Village’s housing stock is affordable
and desirable when compared to the surrounding
communities. Figure 11 represents the median selling price
for a house within the Village, Town, and County. Median
home cost is determined by taking the middle-selling price
of all houses sold annually. The Village of Colonie had the
lowest at $106,700, roughly 9% below the Town of Colonie.

[1-02.11
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Figure 11-2000 Median Housing Value

2000 Median Housing Value

A

A

$120,000¢

5115,000

$110,000+

$103,000

5100,000 S s
Village of Colonie Town of Colonie  Albany County

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Another indicator of housing affordability and desirability
in an area is the number of housing units owned, rented, or
vacant. According to the 2000 Census, more Village
residents own their homes than rent, 832 % to 16.8%
respectfully. The homeowner vacancy rate is 0.8%, while
the rental vacancy rate is 2.6%. Table 7 illustrates the
stability of the Village housing market, as compared to the
Town of Colonie, Albany County and New York State.

Table 7 - Housing Tenure

Subject \C/illag? of Town .of Albany New York
olonie Colonie County State

Housing Tenure . !

Owner-occupied Housing l83.2% 71.8% 157.7% 53.0% |

Renter Occupied Housing 16.8% ‘Fa.l"u 2—;2.3“&- H7.0% .

[Housing Occupancy i | I

Occupied Housing Units 97.2% '*;'b.n'a'(-. :‘9:.7"0 91.9%

Vacant Housing Units 2.8% 0% 7.3% 8.1%

E:t?w"n“ Nacancy 0.5% 0.9% 11.8% 1.6%

IRenml Vacancy Rate !Z‘. 6% 5.7% =b.5% H6% |

Household Type [ [ |

|Average Household Size !2.-!&1 -L‘.’.AS 2.32 2.6l

Average Family Size 295 5.00 ps9 B.22 ,

Source 2000 U.S. Census

11-02.12
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According to the 2000 U.S. Census, the Village of Colonie
has a higher percentage of owner -occupied housing than
the Town, County, and State. Furthermore, the homeowner
vacancy rate is the lowest of the four, and the rental
vacancy rate showed the same strength. These numbers
further depict a strong residential base within the Village.

Another important factor in determining the housing
residential base of a community is the housing unit
breakdown by structure (Figure 12). It is interesting to note
that the current breakdown of housing structures mirrors
the opinions of the public as it pertains to future growth.
According to the 1990 US. Census and estimates from
CDRPC, almost 87% of the housing is classified as single-
family.

Figure 12— 1998 Housing Unit Estimate by Structure

1998 Housing Unit Estimate by Structure

E_Singlu Fa mi-l),—r

B Two Family

46{011
-4.67% O Three or more| |
—_— Family '
| 7\ ) O Mobile homes
, y -101% or Trailers | |
B Other or
Unclassified

— — = —

Source: 1990 U.S, Cansus & CDRPC Estimate from Building Permit Data

This suggests that the Village of Colonie has a strong, stable
residential base. The neighborhood appeal, the relatively
low median housing price, low vacancy rate and longevity
of homeowners depict a stable community. This theory is
further validated by the results of the residential

community survey, the business community survey and the
community image survey.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
FEATURES

Geology & Topography

Soils

Natural Resources

The Village of Colonie is blessed with a number of natural
areas that residents can enjoy for both aesthetic and
recreational purposes. Natural areas such as the Patroon
Creek, Cook Pond, (the Village’s only recreational water
body), the New York State regulated wetland area that is
preserved as parkland (Bauer Park), and the nearby Albany
Pine Bush Preserve are important features that contribute to
the recreational assets of the Village and the community’s
quality of life.

The landscape of the Village was shaped ten to fifteen
thousand years ago during the period of environmental
changes when the last of the continental glaciers began to
recede. The glacier gradually melted and created a large
glacial lake known as Lake Albany covering the entire
Hudson River Valley. Glacial deposits formed gravel and
fine sand that eventually settled to the bottom of the lake.
In time, as the lake drained, a large inland sand delta was
left behind and wind formed deep sand dunes. This sand
delta formed the Pine Bush, which originally covered over
forty square miles between Albany and Schenectady. The
water of Lake Albany eventually drained to the Hudson
River, and created all of the area streams that feed the
Hudson such as Patroon Creek and the Lisha Kill.

The elevation of the Village of Colonie has not changed
much since Lake Albany drained and formed all of the
rivers and streams in the drainage basin. The topography is
relatively flat to gently rolling. Elevations rise from 290 to
370 feet above sea level with slopes ranging from 0 to 8%,
with the steepest slopes located along the banks of the
North Branch of the Patroon Creek.

The soils and topography of this region are associated with
sediments of glacial Lake Albany. According to the Soil
Survey of Albany County and the New York General Soil Map,
the Village of Colonie is divided into two major soil
categories, Udipsamments-Urban land complex, and
Udorthents, loamy-Urban land complex. These soils are
associated with areas that consist of urban land that is

11-03.1
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mostly covered by concrete, asphalt, buildings or other
impervious surfaces and soils that have been smoothed,
filled, cut and otherwise disturbed. The soils are very deep
with depth to bedrock at about 60 feet, and consist of well
drained to somewhat excessively drained fine sandy loam.
In general, the soils in the Village are easily eroded,
unstable and difficult to establish vegetation without
irrigation.  Areas with slopes ranging from 0-3% also
sometimes present drainage problems. Other minor soil
types exist where development is less intense and include
the Colonie Series, which consists of very deep, well
drained to somewhat excessively drained soils on lake
plain, deltas and dunes.

WATER FEATURES The Northwest Branch of the Patroon Creek is the
dominant natural water feature in the Village. The creek is
Streams located in the Southwestern portion of the Village, flowing

behind Stella Terrace, Walker Way, Richards Drive and
Cook Park in a southwesterly direction. The Northwest
Branch of the Patroon Creek flows into Cook Pond. After
this point, the waterway is diverted through a number of
culverts and otherwise disturbed from its natural condition
through the City of Albany. Two other small un-named
creeks in the Village flow into Rensselaer Lake, which
drains to the Main Branch of the Patroon Creek and
eventually to the Hudson River.

Urban development has impacted the natural conditions of
this branch of Patroon Creek, and has severely impacted
the lower reaches of Patroon Creek, which flows through
the City of Albany. The entire watershed is developed with
residential, commercial and light industrial development,
which has significantly increased the impervious surfaces
within the watershed. This has led to reduced absorption
of liquids to the groundwater, increased transport of
sediments and pollutants to the waterway and overall
increased sediment load, which discharges, into Cook Pond
where the sediment eventually settles. Increased stream

’_’—pﬁ—
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velocity caused by the increase of impervious surfaces also
causes the stream banks to be scoured during heavy rain or
snowmelt, adding more sediment to the water column.

The urban infrastructure of the Village has also disturbed
the natural state of the waterway, with the installation of
culverts to control water flow and levels. Portions of the
Village’s storm water collection system empty directly into
the creek at several locations. In cases of severe rain, water
will not reach the creek directly due to the overloading of
the Village storm sewers and ponding of water occurs in
other places up stream.

In September of 1987, the Village completed a study of the
Northwest Branch of the Patroon Creek and Cook Pond.
This study concluded that in order to protect and improve
the condition of the Patroon Creek and Cook Pond for
aesthetic and recreational value a few actions would have
to be taken. The first action taken by the Village was to
prohibit any development within 50 feet of the creek by
establishing the Patroon Creek Drainage Way as a
permanent easement extending 50 feet from the center of
the creek. Secondly, the Village constructed a
sedimentation basin upstream of Cook Pond and
downstream of the major inflows to the creek to reduce
sedimentation of Cook Pond. Lastly, the Village dredged
Cook Pond and has a plan to regularly maintain the
retention basins, storm sewers, drains and culverts. In
addition, the Village requires developers to construct and
design retention ponds so that total discharge from their
site does not exceed the existing flow. Developers must
also plant proper landscaping to filter runoff and install
stone or riprap to control erosion.

The Patroon Creek is identified by the New York State
Department  of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
Division of Water (DOW) as a sub-tributary of Rensselaer
Lake (P340-1) and classified as a Class C stream. This
classification is described in the Environmental
Conservation Law (ECL) Title 6 Part 701, Classification
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Surface Waters and Groundwater. All of the creeks within
the Village are Class C streams. A Class C stream is
defined as being best suitable for fish propagation and
survival. The water is also suitable for primary or
secondary contact recreation (swimming, boating, fishing
etc.). However, the Patroon Creek has recently been listed
on the Priority Water Bodies List (PWL) also produced by
the DEC/DOW. The PWL for the Lower Hudson was
completed in 1999 to determine stream classification, or
best use. The streams on the list are those that do not meet
the water quality standards of the ECL Title 6
classifications. This list indicated that the “fishery and
aesthetics of Patroon Creek are significantly impaired by a
variety of sources.”

According to the Town of Colonie Land Use Management
Program, the Patroon Creek watershed is nearing complete
development. Water quality is of greatest importance when
considering that the majority of aquifers are recharged
through infiltration from surface streams. If water quality
of a surface stream is such that it is considered unsuitable

for human consumption, there is great potential for
contamination of the aquifer.

Floodplains There are no designated flood plains within the Village.

Wetlands Approximately 100 acres of New York State regulated
wetlands are found within the boundaries of the Village.
These wetlands are located in both the Northeastern and
the Southwestern corners of the Village.

The largest wetland is located in the Northeastern corner of
the Village between Sand Creek Road and Sunset
Boulevard. In 1996 Bauer Park was developed on 58 acres
of this wetland area. The park has a slightly raised,
handicapped accessible boardwalk looping through the
wooded wetland area.

W
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Municipal Resources

VILLAGE The Village of Colonie was incorporated in 1921. The
GOVERNMENT

Village government consists of a Mayor and four Trustees
all of who are elected to a four-year term. All other
positions within the Village are appointed by the Mayor
and Board of Trustees, including the Village Clerk,
Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Works, Code
Enforcement Officer, Assessor, and members of the
Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Traffic
Committee and Sign Review Board.

In general, all village boards and committees meet on a
regular basis. The Village Board of Trustees meets twice a
month, with special meetings as may be required from time
to time. The Planning Commission meets twice a month,
while the Zoning Board of Appeals, Sign Review Board and
Traffic Committee meet once a month.

Colonie Village Hall

The Village Board of Trustees is responsible for all aspects
of the Village government, with the exception of those
delegated to other entities. In general, however, the Mayor
and the Board of Trustees are responsible for the fiscal well
being of the Village along with the provision of all services
to the residents and business owners. The Planning
Commission, although appointed by the Mayor and
Trustees, is an independent body commissioned with the
authority to review all proposed site plans, subdivisions
and business occupancy changes. The decisions of the
Planning Commission are final and can only be appealed to
the Village Zoning Board of Appeals or a court having
jurisdiction over such matters. Like the Planning
Commission, the Zoning Board of Appeals is an
independent body, appointed by the Mayor and Trustees to
rule on appeals to the decisions of the Codes Enforcement
Officer and Planning Commission.  These decisions
typically revolve around use and area variances.
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MUNICIPAL The Villages fiscal year runs from J}tne 1 to May 31. .Amung
BUDGET the Mayor’s duties, is the preparation and presentation of a
tentative budget to the Board of Trustees by March 21. The
budget must include all proposed expenditures and
anticipated revenues. The Village Board of Trustees makes
the tentative budget available to the public for input at the
required public hearing prior to adoption. The budget is
used to determine what the necessary real property tax rate
will be for the fiscal year. After public review, the Village
Board must approve the municipal budget by May 1.

EMERGENCY The Village of Colonie, in cooperation with the Town of
SERVICES Colonie, provides a high level of emergency services for the
community.

The Village of Colonie is provided police protection
through the Town of Colonie Police Department. This
service is paid through the Town’s real property tax
assessment on all properties within the Village. As
illustrated in the community survey, the Village residents
feel that the police protection is very good.

Police Protection

Fire Protection The Colonie Fire Company provides the majority of the
Village of Colonie’s fire protection. The fire company is a

—— volunteer organization established in 1931. Over the past
g - seventy-one years, the Village Board has provided the Fire
g Company with the latest equipment, including two 1,500-

ﬁ gallon-per-minute pumpers, a 500-gallon-per-minute jeep,
_____ ... W and a rescue truck. The Village’s infrastructure provides an
el -ff-'?'-'E A excellent system of fire hydrants and water yield for the fire

; department to utilize. A consolidation agreement was
established in 1995 with the nearby Midway and Fuller

Road fire departments to create a coordinated effort to
provide fire and rescue services in the area.

Colonie Fire Department
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The Ladies Auxiliary to the Colonie Fire Company was
established in early 1932, with only 13 members and is still
a major asset to the Fire Company, and the community.
The Auxiliary coordinates blood drives, assists the elderly,
participates in a variety of charitable works, and conducts a
number of fund raising activities for the Fire Company and
the community as a whole.

Emergency Medical As with the police department, emergency medical services

Services are provided through the Town of Colonie.

The Village provides curbside trash removal for residential
properties. Additionally, the Village provides recycling
services on the same day and seasonal collection of heavy
trash items, grass clippings, leaves and branches.

Refuse Disposal

Sewage Disposal The Village of Colonie has in place a sewage collection
system servicing nearly every parcel within the Village.
The collection system consists of gravity sewers with two
major pumping stations. Waste treatment is provided by
contract with the Albany County Sewer District. The
system is maintained by the Village’s Department of Public
Works.

Stormwater Collection The Village of Colonie has in place a separate stormwater
collection system throughout the Village. Section V
includes a map of the existing storm sewer system. The
Village is included in the list of urbanized areas that will be
in the near future subject to the new Phase II regulations of
the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) stormwater program.

Water Supply The Village of Colonie has in place a water distribution
system servicing every parcel within the Village. The
Village purchases water from the Latham Water District,
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Energy

Other Utilities

Department of Public
Works

Department of Public Works

which is the entity that serves the remainder of the Town of
Colonie. All users are metered and billed for water use.
The system is maintained by the Village Department of
Public Works.

Residents and businesses in the Village are provided
electricity and natural gas service through the Niagara
Mohawk Power Company. Numerous fuel oil services are
available to those who choose not to heat with natural gas.

The local phone network is owned and maintained by
Verizon. Cable television is provided by the Time Warner
Cable Company, which also provides high-speed
broadband Internet access.

The Village Department of Public Works is charged with
the following duties

Snow plowing/salting

Village street maintenance and repair
Water system maintenance and repair
Sewer system maintenance and repair
Parks maintenance

Building maintenance and repair

In addition to the above, the department takes on special
projects as time permits to help reduce the cost of
contracted services.

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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contracted services.

The department currently has a staff of 21 full time
employees and is housed in the Village highway garage
located at the municipal complex.

m—
Salt Storage Facility
The Village of Colonie currently provides street lighting
through an agreement with the Niagara Mohawk Power
Corporation.

Street Lighting

w
e —
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Recreational & Community Facilities

Currently the Village of Colonie has approximately 115
acres of public parkland, which is compromised of four
parks. These parks provide a variety of recreational and
scenic opportunities for the residents and visitors to the
Village of Colonie. The two elementary schools located in
the Village, as well as the Town of Colonie Community
Center, provide additional recreational space and
organized programs for the surrounding neighborhoods.
The schools and parks are evenly distributed throughout
the Village in order to provide the majority of resident’s
public parkland or open space within a reasonable distance.

VILLAGE OF The Village's largest active recreational area is Cook Park,
COLONIE which is approximately 55 acres. The other parks are
Cook Park smaller and are used by the surrounding neighborhoods or

residents that are within walking distance. The location of
these parks and schools are shown on the map entitled
“Village of Colonie Base Map.”

In November 1964, the Village purchased the first 49 acres
of land for $1,500 from the City of Albany to be used for the
development of Cook Park. Cook Park is named after
former Mayor William Cook; it is the largest recreational
park in the Village and is used by residents of the Village of
Colonie and of the Towns of Guilderland and Colonie. The
Patroon Creek flows through the park and into Cook Pond,
and is the only water body located in the Village of Colonie.
The entrance to Cook Park is off Lincoln Avenue, a
secondary road off Central Avenue and is located in the
southeast corner of the Village.

Cook Park has many recreational opportunities for every
age. Amenities include, but are not limited to, the
following:

e  Fields where baseball leagues such as Babe
Ruth and Little League play.
o Girls softball

—_
————e—_—e—e—e—e,e_e_e_e,e,e,e,e,e_,e_e_e_—_—e—e—e—e,e,e,e,, e e | | | —|_—/|—_|_—_—_™————m——m———m—-—m——
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Pauvilion, Cook Park

Bauer Park

e  Youth Soccer

e  Shuffleboard

« Bocce

e«  Horseshoes

o  Basketball

e Tennis

e Volleyball

e  Open areas for recreation

e  Two playgrounds for children

e  Walking trails throughout the park and around
the pond.

Cook Park also offers a pavilion that may be rented, which
includes seating, a kitchen, and a barbeque pit outside.
Along with the pavilion, there are picnic areas that include
picnic tables for individual groups.

The existing facilities in Cook Park are slightly inadequate
and undersized. The Village Board of Trustees has
authorized improvements that started with the recent
dredging of Cook Pond to remove silt and sediment that
was reducing the pond size. Future developments will
include:

e  Anamphitheater near the water

e Adock

» Additional small gazebo

o Installation of a fountain in Cook Pond
e  Updated court facilities

Bauer Park is located on Sand Creek Road in the
Northeastern section of the Village and was built in 1996.
With 58 acres, it is the Villages’ largest passive park and is
named after former Mayor Fred Bauer. Bauer Park offers a
3,000-foot long boardwalk loop that wanders through the
New York State wetlands on the site. The boardwalk is
handicap accessible and provides benches along the trail.
No significant improvements are scheduled at this time.
Residents and employees of the surrounding area that are

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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looking for an attractive location for low impact exercise,
such as walking, make use of this area.

The park’s surrounding neighborhoods consist of densely
populated residential single-family and multi-family
housing. The surrounding residents are able to access the
R Gapy M park by walking or biking on the sidewalks on Sand Creek

ks e 3 Road that lead to the entrance of the park. Residents that
Bauer Park Boardwalk travel by car are provided with a small parking area in
front of the entrance.

Milton Park Milton Park was named after former Mayor Charles Milton
and is located on the corner of Rapple Drive and Gail
Avenue. It is a small attractive neighborhood park of
approximately two acres. The park is often used by the
surrounding single-family residential homes, which are in

walking distance.

The residents of the Village can take advantage of the
playground set for the smaller children and the sandbox for
the toddlers. For teenagers and adults, there are two tennis
courts and a basketball court. The park is open from April
1 to September 30 and the hours are 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. seven
days a week.

Milton Park

Locust Park Locust Park is located in front of the Village Hall and the
Department of Public Works on Locust Park. It is a small
park that contains a tennis court, basketball court, small
gazebo, and a resting area. Most of the use of the park is by
the Senior Citizen Center and the single-family residential
homes, which are all within walking distance.

Albany Pine Bush The Albany Pine Bush Preserve is an open space resource to

Preserve the Village of Colonie. The Preserve was established by the
New York State Legislature to protect the rare pitch pine-
scrub oak barrens habitat. The preserve is made up of
gently rolling sand plains with well-drained soils that are
characterized by a variety of plant species. The ecological
environment is made up of communities that are well

s RS
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adapted to dry conditions and periodic fires. The habitat of
the Pine Bush Preserve supports the Karner Blue Butterfly,
a federally endangered species. The area also includes oak
and pine forests with a diversity of wetlands, as well as
several successional communities that have resulted from
historic land use and fire suppression.

The Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission manages
approximately 84 protected acres and 91 partially protected
acres that are located in the Southeastern corner of the
Village. The larger properties of the Albany Pine Bush are
located adjacent to the Village of Colonie between the Cities
of Albany and Schenectady. The Albany Pine Bush
Preserve offers:

e Twenty miles of scenic trails for hiking,
walking, and horseback riding

e  Hunting

e  Nature study for a growing number of students
and others interested in this unique ecosystem

The Albany Pine Bush Management Plan/Final
Environmental Impact Statement, April 2002, identifies
lands recommended for protection for reaching an overall
goal of limited fragmentation and increased contiguity
between protected parcels. Nearly half of the Village of
Colonie lies within the Study/Protection Area Boundary
delineated by the Pine Bush Preserve Commission.

TOWN OF COLONIE
e Park

Heritage Park is located in the Town of Colonie and lies
between the Village and Albany International Airport off
Watervliet-Shaker Road. In 1983 the Town of Colonie and
Albany County entered into an agreement to build a multi-
purpose sports facility which is maintained by the Town of
Colonie Parks & Recreation Department.

Heritage Park has had several athletic teams throughout the
years such as the Oakland Athletics and New York Yankees
Double A baseball teams. Currently, the Diamond Dogs
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Village of Colonie
Senior Citizen Center

Baseball Organization use the facility, along with Siena
College Football, area colleges and high school baseball,
professional boxing, and car and trade shows.

The recreational facilities of the South Colonie School
District is considered a Village resource as many of the
residents that live near the schools utilize the school
facilities for their recreational purposes.

There are two elementary schools located in the Village:
Forest Park, and Saddlewood. Forest Park Elementary
School has the following recreational amenities:

e  Swing sets
e  Two Playgrounds
e  Two basketball hoops

There is a large open field next to the school that may be
used for activities such as soccer, baseball, softball, and
kickball.

Saddlewood School also has many amenities available to
the residents which include:

e  Two swing sets
® One Playground
o One slide

There is also a field next to the school that has a
baseball /softball field, a green space area to play soccer or
kickball, and a small area with wooden apparatuses to use
for balancing and agility exercises.

Mayor Bill Cook and Edward Skinner, Sr. established the
Village of Colonie Senior Citizen Center on Mothers Day in
1966. The original center was a house that was donated to
the community and moved to the Village’s municipal

1I-05.5
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property. By 1978, the house was too small for the sixty
members of the center, meetings were then moved to the
Village Hall, and the activities were held at the Colonie
Community Center. A new Senior Citizen Center opened
in 1981 as an addition located at the rear of the Village hall.
The Center is named after former Mayor Herbert B. Kuhn,
and currently has approximately 400 members. The center
was expanded again in 1989 due to the growing and
popular demand. A wide array of activities are offered at
the Senior Citizen Center, they include:

Village of Colonie Senior Citizen
Center

e Bingo

e  Cards - Bridge, Pinochle

o  Exercise Class

e  Language Class - German and Spanish

e  Lunches and dinners on special occasions

e  Dancing - Line Dancing, Square Dancing and
Country Western

a Quilting Class

e  Sewing Class

e  Tai Chi Class

e  YogaClass

e Day and Overnight trips

Town of (.:'olome The Town of Colonie Community Center is located on
Community Center Central Avenue in the Village of Colonie. Owned by the
Town it is located in a building that was once used as the
Colonie Village School. The Community Center has several
rooms, an auditorium, gym, two lounges, and fields for
community members.

The following are some of the programs that are offered by
the center:

e  Support groups for those who care about a
person with alcoholism

e  Adventure programs

e Disabled children’s camp

e  School vacation camp

e v .

Town Community Center
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o  After school mentoring
o  Step aerobics

¢  Summer camp program,
¢ A toddler program

o  Parent support group

In addition, the Youth Employment Service program is
available to help youths ages 14-21 find jobs and arranges
for an American Red Cross babysitting certification course
four times a year.

Town of Colonie The Colonie Youth Center (CYC) opened in 1965 and is a

Youth Center private not-for-profit center that provides young people
and families with programs and services to enhance their
life. The center is located in the Town of Colonie and
serves all the residents of Colonie.

A wide variety of spring and summer programs for youth,
adults and families are offered that includes many popular
summer travel camps such as white water rafting, caving,
rock climbing, and hiking. CYC also offers specialty
programs for learning arts and crafts, photography, acting,
and culinary arts. Other sports camps include golf,
lacrosse, cross-country, volleyball, wrestling, soccer,
basketball, softball, tennis, and cheerleading.

In addition to these programs, family assistance programs
and school age childcare in the form of before and after
school programs and vacation camps are offered. Parents
are welcome to visit their child’s program and have
unlimited access to their child.

Town of Colonie The William K. Sanford Town Library is located in the
William K. Sanford center of the Capital District and caters to a diverse
Town Library population of 450,000. The library was opened in 1963 in

the basement of a building located at 429 Albany-Shaker
Road. In 1973, land was purchased for $120,000 at 629
Albany-Shaker Road where the new library was completed
on July 6, 1976. The Library has become a community
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center for the Village and Town and offers many
opportunities and programs for community gatherings and
education. There is a medium sized meeting room that
may be used for lectures and related activities. A variety of
daily and weekly programs such as children story hours for
all different age groups, children’s drawing, and writing
contests, summer reading club, craft programs, adult
programs and a youth service program.

Adult programs include internet, finance and job
workshops, book and lecture series and musical
performances.

Any resident who is interested may join the library. Day
care centers and nursery schools may arrange a story time
visit to the library or it may be arranged for a staff member
to travel to the nursery schools and day care centers.

Colonie Crossings The Crossings is a new Town Park that is presently under
development in the Town of Colonie and is adjacent to the

Village. The main entrance will be located off Albany-
Shaker Road, East of the William K. Stanford Library with a

. secondary car entrance proposed off Metro Park Drive.
tﬁ'ﬂ : There will be multiple entrances for pedestrians and
S | bicyclists located off surrounding streets in the area and
g 'a\v\& S behind Sand Creek Middle School.
.i_‘t" ‘.' h:‘:;.'l"i A .\._ --:-u -
= %l‘qwf:“b""l'-' The Crossings is a 130-acre passive park that will include

The Crossing Concept Plan walking paths, fields, bike trails, picnic areas, arboretum,

and a 3-acre pond. The park is projected to open late in
2003 and will have terrific recreational opportunities for
Village and Town residents.

Town of Colonie The Town of Colonie Park and Pool are in the Town of

Park And Pool Colonie and consist of a 160-acre complex that was opened
in the summer of 1967. The Park and Pool are located along
the Mohawk River just north of the Latham Traffic Circle
and feature:

m
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e Olympic sized pool with a diving area
¢  Training pool

o Bath house

e Two pavilions

° Picnic area

® Tennis courts

e A playground

° Boat launch on the Mohawk River

» Nature trails

e  Cross-country ski trails

Colonie Town Pool

[n addition to these features, the park has five softball
fields, a North Colonie Pop Warner football field, and is
home to the Latham Lassies.

This is the only public pool available to the Town and
Village residents so it is heavily used and is open only to
residents.  Non-residents are welcome as guests of

residents.
Town Of Colonie The Town of Colonie Golf Course opened in 1969 with a
Golf Course scenic 18-hole course, restaurant, locker rooms, driving

range and a putting green. The course is located off Consul
Road in the western portion of the Town of Colonie. By
1978, the popularity of the Golf Course was overwhelming
and another nine holes were constructed in 1980, along
with 5 new tennis courts and a golf cart storage building.
In 1996, the Town purchased additional land to design
another nine holes and is now a 36-hole course, and one of
the largest publicly owned golf courses in the Country. In
the winter, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing are
allowed on the course.

'M_Ohawk And Hudson The Mohawk and Hudson Bikeway trail opened in 1975,
Bikeway and helped Colonie become a front-runner in trail
development from Buffalo to Albany. The Colonie section
of the bikeway is 5.5 miles long and is called the Colonie
Riverfront Bike & Hike Trail. The bike trail offers
pedestrians and bicyclists a scenic and recreational activity,

%
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It is located along the Mohawk River, between the Town
Park and the Niskayuna town line and. Presently, bicycling
enthusiasts can travel eastward along the Mohawk River
from Niskayuna, through Colonie, Cohoes, and Watervliet,
along the Hudson River to the Corning Preserve in Albany.

Iéfj%}[‘%ﬁt There are many regional assets located near the Village of
Colonie of which residents may take advantage. Some of
INTERESTS the most popular opportunities are:
Museums ¢  The Pruyn House
e  Shaker Heritage Society
¢  Schuyler Mansion
o  Albany Institute of History & Art
e New York State Museum
e  Junior Museum
o  The Empire Center State Plaza/The Egg
Spart Arenas . Pepsi Arena

e  Rensselaer Houston Field House
e  Albany County Hockey Facility
e Joe Bruno Stadium

e  Saratoga Performing Arts Center
e  Troy Savings Bank Music Hall

e  Proctors Theatre

e  Palace Theatre

e  Curtain Call Theater

e  Capital Repertory Theatre

Performance Centers
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Educational Resources

The Village of Colonie provides a myriad of opportunities
for students and residents of all levels of learning and of all
ages. Education related statistics provided by the New
York State Department of Education for school years 1996
and 1997 provided interesting comparatives between South
Colonie School District, Albany County schools, and total
public school averages. A brief analysis of the information
provided depicts that South Colonie students receive an
above average education while educational expenses fall
below those of the county and the state.

Saddlewood Elementary

The South Colonie School District was formed on July 1,
1949. Per 1997 statistical data, the student enrollment
stands at 5,682. Of this number, 91.3% are non-minority,
whereas, Albany County serves a non-minority base of
77 .1%.

The school district is comprised of one high school, two
middle schools and four elementary schools. The middle
schools and two of the elementary schools are located
outside of the Village boundaries. Classroom instruction is
provided for grades kindergarten through 12.  Pre-
Kindergarten instruction is provided as the district’s school
budget allows. Pre-elementary education and activities are
available at a number of day care programs located in the
Village and the Town, as well as the surrounding area.

Elementary, middle and high school classroom sizes range
from 21 to 24 students; kindergarten classes average 18
students in number. The number of students is in direct
correlation to those of Albany County schools and below
the total New York State public schools averages.

Special education studies are designed for those students
requiring an alternative source of learning support.
Emphasis is placed on providing these students with the
least restrictive environment while integrating studies at a
level and of subject matter to the appropriate learning

e
————————————————  ——_————————————————————___
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levels demonstrated by the individual child. In 1996-97,
special education full time equivalent (FTE) enrollment was
at 659 with an instructional expense per FTE at $11,361.

Attendance rates for both South Colonie and Albany
County remain above the total public school averages with
Colonie’s attendance at 95.7%, Albany County at 94.3%,
and the public school averages at 91.6%.

Of those students graduating in 1997-98, 63% received New
York State Regents Diplomas, as compared to 58% of
Albany County students and 43% of total public schools.

Instruction expenditures per full time equivalent student
(FTE), for school year 1996-97 was $5,268 while Albany
County’s is similar with $5,415, and total public is $5,335.
The annual turnover rate for South Colonie (11%) is higher
than that of Albany County (9%) and total public schools
(10%). The turnover may tie directly to the median
teaching salary. The Fall 1997, median salary for teachers in
South Colonie was $44,624 while Albany County’s average
was $46,472 and the total public, $48,712.

Forest Park School

South Colonie Central High School houses an off-campus
site for Hudson Valley Community College. High School
students have the opportunity to combine college level
courses into their high school curriculum.

Spring and Fall continuing education programs for Village
and Town residents are designed to meet the cultural,
employment, and educational needs of the community.
Classes are scheduled at South Colonie District schools and
are well attended by adults of all ages.

Privately funded, secular education is provided by two
Christian denominations located nearby in the Town of
Colonie. Technical and vocational schools are located
throughout the tri city area.

Due to its centralized location, residents of the Village are
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within a half hour travel time of many of the States premier
college and university facilities which include:

Siena College

The State University of New York at Albany
Albany Medical College

Albany Law School

Albany College of Pharmacy

Maria College

Russell Sage College

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

The College of St. Rose

Union College

Schenectady County Community College
Hudson Valley Community College
Empire State College

_———  ——————=
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Transportation

Transportation facilities and services within the Village fall
within one of three general categories. These include

1. Highway: Pertaining to the movement of motorized
vehicles

2. Public: Pertaining to mass transit facilities or
services

3. Pedestrian/Bicycle:  Pertaining to facilities for
walking or non-motorized vehicles

HIGHWAY The Village of Colonie contains a countless number of
highway facilities owned and maintained by various levels
of government. By far the two largest facilities are the State
owned Route 5 (Albany-Schenectady Turnpike) and
Interstate 87 (Adirondack Northway). Route 5 is a 5-lane
thoroughfare bisecting the Village in a north/south
direction. It is a primary access to the local Village streets
as well as a major commuter corridor. Average daily traffic
on this highway approaches 50,000 vehicles per day. Route
5 is also the confluence of the Village’s commercial activity,
and as such, has many commercial driveway access points
or curb cuts. These curb cuts lend to an extensive number
of turning movements within each block, many of which
conflict.

Central Avenue The New York State Department of Transportation (DOT)
has adopted an access management policy in this corridor
to help reduce the number of curb cuts while maintaining
the necessary access to businesses. The Village Planning
Commission has been working with DOT in this regard on
a lot-by-lot basis as they come before the Commission for
various approvals. In addition, the Capital District
Transportation Committee has completed a critical analysis
of the Route 5 corridor and identified a Preferred Future for
the corridor in the New York Route 5 Corridor Land Use
and Transportation Study. The CDTC Study offers a

R
_
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number of solid recommendations for economic
development, downtown revitalization, street design, and
pedestrian, bicycle and public transit improvements.

Interstate 87 is a limited access highway containing 6-lanes
in an east/west direction. The highway is situated in the
eastern portion of the Village and separates the Wolf Road
commercial area from the rest of the Village. Access to and
exits from Interstate 87 connect with Route 5. Average
daily volume on Interstate 87 between I-90 and Exit 2 is
approximately 116,000 cars per day. Interstate 87 handles
approximately 100,000 cars per day between Exit 2 and Exit
4. The combination of these to major facilities has given the
Village the nickname Crossroads of the Capital District.

Lincoln Avenue Intersection

Aside from the State highways, another heavily traveled
road is the County-owned Route 155, which traverses the
western end of the Village. Although not much of the road
is within the Village itself, Route 155 is a major destination
for many of the vehicles traveling the NYS Route 5 corridor.
Route 155 is a major connection to Washington Avenue in
the City of Albany and Western Avenue (NYS Route 20) in
the Town of Guilderland. On average Route 155 handles
18,000 cars per day between Washington Avenue Extension
and Central Avenue.

The Village of Colonie itself owns and is responsible for
maintaining the majority of roadways within the Village.
All residential streets are owned and maintained by the
Village as well as commercial access roads within the
Village. Depending upon location, these streets handle
various volumes of traffic throughout the day. The busiest
Village streets are those that connect other major highways.
Sand Creek Road, in the Northerly portion of the Village,
connects Route 155 and Wolf Road resulting in daily traffic
exceeding 10,000 vehicles per day. Lincoln Avenue, in the
Southeasterly portion of the Village connects Route 5 with
Washington Avenue Extension resulting in use by over
7,000 cars per day. Many of the streets on the Northerly
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side of the Village connect Sand Creek Road to Route 5. As
a result, many people use these streets as “cut through”
streets to and from their place of business to avoid the
congested intersections of Wolf Road.

mefﬂn Avenue Bridge The Village of Colonie has been working closely with the

Project New York State Department of Transportation to eliminate
the existing at-grade railroad crossing on Lincoln Avenue.
The State has determined that due to the danger of the
high-speed rail traffic, alternatives to this crossing should
be explored. The elimination of the at-grade crossing will
not only improve the safety for travelers of Rapp Road and
Lincoln Avenue, but will also reduce cut-through traffic
to/from Washington Avenue Extension and Central
Avenue, while maintaining a connection by utilizing
commercial roads within the Village. The project will also
enhance the residential character of the area. Currently the
project is entering the preliminary design phase, and is
expected to be completed by 2006.

Service/New Roads In an effort to improve the quality of life, service/new
roads, which include provisions for bicycle and pedestrian
access, are proposed to be constructed at the following
locations:

e West of Route 87 (I-87), from Sand Creek Road to
Central Avenue - This service/new road would
reduce cut-through traffic on residential streets and
help relieve congestion along Sand Creek Road and
Central Avenue (Route 5) by increasing the
operational capacity of the transportation corridor.
The new road would include new sidewalks and
shared use lanes.

e East of Route 87 (I-87), from Computer Drive South
to Wolf Road - This service/new road would help
relieve congestion along Wolf Road between Central
Avenue (Route 5) and Sand Creek Road by
increasing the operational capacity of the
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transportation corridor. The new road would
include new sidewalks and shared use lanes.

o Extension of Petra Lane to Karner Road - This
service/new road would provide an alternative
parallel route for Village residents traveling west or
east and currently utilizing Central Avenue (Route
5). The new road would relieve congestion along
Central Avenue (Route 5) by increasing the
operational capacity of the transportation corridor.
The new road would include new sidewalks and
shared use lanes.

The Village is currently seeking federal and/or state
funding to assist in the construction of the proposed roads.

Traffic Mitigation Due to the concerns from the residents in the affected

Study, 1996 neighborhoods, the Village Traffic and Environmental
Commission undertook a Traffic Mitigation Study in 1996 to
address traffic, pedestrian and bicycle transportation issues.
The study specifically addressed the reduction of high
volume and the speed of vehicular traffic on various
residential streets, the development of future connector
roads to improve traffic flow, the need for traffic signals to
improve level of service, the development of a
pedestrian/bicycle circulation plan, and the review of
traffic signs for compliance with the Village Code. The
study made several recommendations, some of which are in
place today including the use of speed humps and
pavement painting to slow down and eliminate some traffic
on Village streets. The basic recommendations of the report
are as follows:

Reduction of Traffic After evaluating all the strategies, the Traffic and

Volume and Speed Environmental Commission decided to address the
reduction of cut-through and overall traffic volume and
speed in a phased approach.

The recommendations were established in three phases. If
Phase 1 strategies did not produce adequate results, then

Village of Colonie Master Plan 11-07 .4



Inventory and Analysis
_________—_________._______._.—L—_—-—————

Phase 2 was recommended to the Village Board for
implementation.  The following were recommended
strategies of each phase with respect to specific residential
streets. Recommendations in italics represent those that
have been implemented to date.

o  Re-stripe the double yellow centerline markings and
install white edge line markings. The travel lane

Phase 1 width will be reduced to 10°-0".

o Install “No Through Traffic” signs at the
intersections with Central Avenue and Petra Lane.

e Install 3-way or 4-way stop signs at the
intersections with Robert Drive and Omah
Terrace, Ridge Terrace and Village Park Drive.

e Review existing “Weight Limit 4 Tons” signs and
“Except Local Delivery” signs. Determine if signs
are placed in accordance with the NYS Manual of
Traffic Control Devices.

o Construct sidewalks from Central Avenue to Cook
Park access road to accommodate pedestrian traffic.

*  Install a portable special monitoring device for speed
control.

Lincoln Avenue

Lincoln Avenue sidewalk

Phase 2

*  Install one-way street signs on Lincoln Avenue
at the intersection with Petra Lane and Cook
Park access road to convert this section of
Lincoln Avenue to one-way south.

e  Dead-end Lincoln Avenue, north of the Colonie
Phase 3 Block Company after realignment of Jupiter
Lane at Central Avenue is completed
(recommendation has been delayed pending
the outcome of the Lincoln Avenue Bridge
Project).

M
_—
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Nicholas Drive
Phase 1

Phase 2

Delafield Drive &
Mordella Road
Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Hunting Road & Birch
Avenue
Phase 1

Petition NYSDOT for the placement of a traffic
signal at the intersection of Central Avenue,
Nicholas Drive, and Woolard Avenue.

Construct a connector road from Nicholas Drive
to Parkwood Drive.

Install double yellow centerline markings.

Install 3-way or 4-way stop signs at the
intersections with Gert Lane.

Install stop bar and crosswalk markings at
Mordella Road/Gert Lane and Delafield
Drive/Gert Lane intersections.

Install a portable speed-monitoring device for speed
control.

Install speed humps as required to reduce cut-
through traffic and, particularly, vehicular speeds to
an acceptable level.

Dead-end both Delafield Drive and Mordella
Road south of Sand Creek Road.

Install double yellow centerline markings and white
edge line markings. The travel lane width will be
reduced to 10"-0".

Install 3-way or 4-way stop signs at the
intersections with Barker Street, Red Fox Drive,
Locust Park and Bridle Path, Thoroughbred Lane
and Stirrup Drive.

Install stop bar and crosswalk markings at the
above mentioned intersections.

Install warnings signs at locations of limited
sight distance to advise motorists of stop signs
ahead and for blind driveways.

11-07.6
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ahead and for blind driveways.

Phase 2 e Install a portable speed-monitoring device for speed
control.
o Install speed humps as required to reduce cut-
through traffic and, particularly vehicular
speeds to an acceptable level.

Dead-end Hunting Road south of Sand Creek

Phase 3 *
Road.

The Traffic & Environmental Commission recommends the
installation of two speed humps on Thunder Road, near the
Village Hall to monitor their effectiveness. The speed hump will
be analyzed to determine their suitability in reducing traffic
speeds, durability, and concerns with snow plowing activity. If
the speed hump is found acceptable to the residents and performs
its intended function, then this device is recommended for
permanent use where it has deemed appropriate.

General

Pedestrian & Bicycle The Traffic & Environmental Commission recommends

Transportation implementation of sidewalks and bicycle lanes on Village
Streets as per the Pedestrian & Bicycle Circulation Plan.
The Mayor and Board of Trustees will then need to
determine the funding and time period for implementation.
Lincoln Avenue has been determined to be a top priority
for placement of sidewalks. Therefore, the Traffic &
Environmental Commission has recommended placement of the
sidewalks on Lincoln Avenue as soon as funding is available.

Traffic Signals The Traffic & Environmental Commission recommends the
installation of a traffic signal on Central Avenue, Nicholas Drive
and Woolard Avenue intersection. In addition, the Commission
will further study and analyze the installation of traffic signals at
the intersections of Sand Creek Road with Hunting Road and
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Sunset Boulevard. The installation of a traffic signal at Sand
Creek Road and Hunting Road would be considered an

alternative to dead-ending Hunting Road.

Connector Roads The Traffic & Environmental Commission recommends the
construction of a connector road (Nicholas Drive to
Parkwood Drive), if NYSDOT has determined that a signal
is not warranted at the intersection of Central Avenue and
Nicholas Drive/Woollard Avenue.

Traffic Signs The Traffic & Environmental Commission recommends the
L placement of traffic signs as indicated in Section XVI of this

Report.

PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION Public transportation within the Village is limited to bus

service provided by the Capital District Transportation
Authority (CDTA). CDTA provides service through the
Village along the Route 5 corridor, Wolf Road and Route
155. The #1 bus services the Albany International Airport,
Central Avenue, and downtown Albany. The #55 bus
service runs from downtown Schenectady and downtown
Albany along Route 5. CDTA also offers an express bus
service between downtown Schenectady and downtown
Albany. The “Shuttle Bug” service runs from Route 5 and
Karner Road to Crossgates Mall and 20 Mall in the Town of
Guilderland. The “Shuttle Fly” service runs between
Colonie Center and the Albany International Airport. The
“STAR” (Special Transit Available by Request) service is
available for people with disabilities. It provides curb-to-
curb transportation on an advanced registration basis.
CDTA also provides service to all area hospitals, public
libraries, museums, performing arts centers, (major public
parks including Cook Park), and major malls and shopping
areas and all major sports venues and arenas. The amount
of utilization of public transportation by Village residents
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and business owners is not known, however, according to
CDTA Route 5 is the most heavily used of all their services.
Other major transportation facilities available to businesses
and residents of the village include the Albany/Rennselaer
Train Station and the Schenectady Train Station, all within a
half hour drive.

Located on Albany-Shaker Road, just a few minutes drive
from almost anywhere in the Village, the Albany
International Airport is a major asset to the community.
The newly expanded 230,000 square foot terminal, which
re-opened in June of 1998, accommodates 135 Average
Daily Arrivals and Departures. The facility offers parking
for over 5,000 vehicles, and shuttle bus service from more
distant parking areas. Commercial airline services include;
Air Canada, American/American Eagle, Continental/
Continental Connection, Delta, Northwest, Southwest,
United/United Express, US Airways/US Airways

Express/Metrojet.
PEDESTRIAN / Pedestrian and bicycle facilities are provided along some of
BICYCLE the major roadways in the Village. While no separate

bicycle paths or lanes exist, shared lanes, meaning wider
than normal vehicular travel lanes to provide enough room
for cars and bicycles, accommodate them. Sidewalks are
provided along the north and south sides of NYS Route 5
the west and east sides of Wolf Road, along the east side of
Lincoln Avenue, and the north side of Sand Creek Road.
The sidewalks along Wolf Road, Sand Creek Road, and
Lincoln Avenue have been constructed within the last five
years. The residential neighborhoods do not contain any
separate amenities for bicycle or pedestrian traffic. The
Village of Colonie 1996 Traffic Management Study
identifies the need for improved pedestrian and bicycle
facilities within the Village and specifies the areas where
Village residents have expressed a need or desire for
pedestrian/bicycle facilities.

Sand Creek Road Sidewalk
near Bauer Park

_—
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Single-Family Housing

RESIDENTIAL

Village of Colonie Master Plan

Existing Land Use

The description of existing land use patterns represents a
snapshot of the Village’s current pattern of activities and
level of development. The Village contains 3,130 parcels
comprising approximately 1,600 acres. The overall land
area of the Village covers approximately 3.2 square miles.
Land uses in the Village are concentrated on what can be
generally described as a core commercial district along
Central Avenue. Surrounding the commercial strip are
fairly uniformed size single-family lots with evenly
dispersed multi-family lots, recreation, institutional,
educational uses, and community services.

The following narrative is based upon the Village of
Colonie Existing Land Use Map, which can be found in the
Appendix of this document. The map was prepared from
Geographic Information System data that was provided to
the Village of Colonie by the Town of Colonie. The
evaluation of the data for the creation of the map is taken
from the parcel based Real Property Assessment Database,
which does not include the road areas of the Village. The
Existing Land Use Map depicts the general patterns of
development in the Village by categorizing each individual
land parcel based on how that parcel is coded for full value
assessment. Accuracy and completeness of this information
is not guaranteed.

The Village of Colonie contains residential development at
moderate densities on both sides of the commercial strip
along Central Avenue. Single-family housing is the
dominant land use in the Village, making up about 47% of
the total parcels in the Village. The total acreage of single-
family home parcels is approximately 750 acres. Generally,
these areas are designated as Residential A on the Village of
Colonie Zoning Map and are currently developed with
single-family housing and a very small amount of scattered
multi-family  housing  within  the  single-family
neighborhoods.

11-08.1



Inventom and Analzsis

ok * 1 B Multi-family housing makes up about 3% of the total
gl ’ parcels in the Village, equaling approximately 50 acres.
Multi-family residences are defined as consisting of two or
more units in a building, but do not always include
BT ane apartment buildings because they are sometimes assessed
@ e~ as a commercial establishment.

ol P ST A

Housing

M!Ifﬂ-Fﬂmﬁy

COMMERCIAL The second most common land use within the Village is
commercial. Commercially assessed parcels within the
Village equal approximately 25% of the total parcels, or
about 400 acres. The most intensely developed areas in the
Village occur along the Route 5 and Wolf Road corridors.
Route 5 was the catalyst for both residential and
commercial development in the Village. Strip commercial
development has almost completely replaced the original
homes that were once located on Route 5.

Another intensely developed area is located Southwest of
Route 5 off Jupiter Lane, Walker Way and Petra Lane. This
area has a number of different services and warehousing
land uses. The commercial establishments in the Village
serve the local community and have a regional market base
due to the amount of traffic that uses Route 5 to travel to
and from downtown Albany. The Northway Mall also has
a regional market that attracts shoppers from all around the
Capital District. The Village of Colonie Zoning Map
depicts the location of the majority of commercial uses in
the Village, which are within the Commercial A, B and D
Zoning Districts.

Commercial Business on Wolf Road

COMMUNITY : : - o
Community services such as religious facilities, schools and
SERVICES school district offices, community centers and the Village
offices make up only about 5% of the parcels within the
Village, but are very valuable properties. The total acreage
for community services is approximately 80 acres. These
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facilities are scattered throughout the Village, with the
largest acreage consisting of Forest Park and Saddlewood
Elementary Schools.

PUBLIC UTILITIES Public utility uses in the Village include electric and
communications utilities such as Niagara Mohawk
transmission lines, substations, and cellular towers. About
1% of the parcels or 18 acres in the Village are used for
public utilities

RECREATION AND
ENTERTAINMENT Recreational opportunities within the Village include both

public and private facilities, depending on the facilities
assessment code. There are five public parks within the
Village totaling approximately 118 acres, however about 9%
of the parcels or 140 acres are assessed for recreation or
entertainment. These parcels include the Village parkland
such as Cook Park and Bauer Park, the portion of the
Northway Mall that was once Cinema 10, and land of the
Albany Pine Bush Nature Preserve that is within the
Village.

VACANT LAND According to the Existing Land Use Map, approximately
10% of Village land remains vacant. These properties are
scattered throughout the Village and total approximately
160 acres. Currently, much of this property is Village
owned, privately owned and under review for a
development proposal or cannot be developed due to
environmental constraints such as wetlands.

BUILDING TRENDS Between 1999 and 2001, 337 building permits were issued in
the Village of Colonie. The majority of permits issued (184)
were for renovations or additions to existing homes in the

Village of Colonie Master Plan _ o o 1083



Inventory and Analysis
M

_————————

Village. Forty six building permits were issued for new
residential structures, 12 permits were issued for new
commercial structures, 45 permits were issued for
renovations or additions to commercial buildings, six
permits were issued for the demolition of dilapidated
structures, and 44 were issued for tenant changes.

The building permits issued for the construction of new
residential structures include single-family homes, two-
family homes, and mobile homes. Only two building
permits were issued for construction of single-family
homes in 1999 for the subdivision known as Kristole Manor
located on the west side of Lincoln Avenue off Ridge
Terrace. Of the 19 building permits issued for residential
structures in the year 2000, 14 were for the construction of
single-family homes in Kristole Manor. In 2001, two
additional building permits were issued for single-family
homes in Kristole Manor, however of the 17 building
permits issued for new homes, 13 were given for the
development of two-family homes on Garden Terrace.

Kristole Manor Subdivision

The building permits for commercial structures include
office buildings, warehouses, restaurants, auto service
businesses and storage buildings. Some examples of newly
constructed buildings on Central Avenue are the new
Dunkin Donuts and the new Jiffy Lube. The majority of
other new commercial construction within the Village has
occurred in Clark Industrial Park.

VARIANCES The Village of Colonie granted 11 variances in the year
2000, 9 variances in 2001 and as of April 2002, there were
six variances granted. During the year 2000, the variances
that were granted are of similar subjects; six dealt with
street frontage and setbacks, four were for signs, and one
was for fence height. In 2001, the trend was the same four
variances for signs, four for setbacks and one for fence
height and setback. In 2002, there was variance for the one
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setback of a cell tower, three variances for signs and two for
sideline setbacks.

In conclusion, most of the variances that were granted
involved problems with side and rear setback requirements
for fences, pools, houses and signs. This trend is not
unusual because the Village of Colonie is almost completely
built-out with little available vacant land. When new
construction or additions to previous construction is
desired on available land in the Village, it becomes difficult
to meet the existing zoning requirements for setbacks and
side yards.

_—
Village of Colonie Master Plan 11-08.5



Inventory and Analysis
w

Existing Zoning

ZONING The Village of Colonie has an adopted zoning ordinance
that is used to promote the health, safety and welfare of the
Village residents. The Village has eight different zones that
are identified in Chapter 242 of the Village Code

CONSERVATION -
RESIDENTIAL

The Conservation-Residential District is considered a
residential district. The two sections of the zone are located
in the far Southwest corner and extend as a small strip
Northeast towards Route 5 in a small strip of the Village
and the area known as Bauer Park. This district currently
allows one single-family dwelling or one two-family
dwelling on land that is no less than one acre in size. Some
of the uses that are allowed but may require a special
permit are: churches, public libraries, parks and nature
preserves. Other allowed uses are conference centers,
research libraries, and establishments that are operated by
non-profit organizations.

RESIDENTIAL-A The Residential-A District is the largest residential district

DISTRICT in the Village of Colonie, and covers more than half of the
Village. The following uses are allowed in this district:
single-family dwelling, churches, schools, public libraries,
farms, garden or nursery, two-family dwellings,
playground or park, accessory apartments in a one-family
dwelling, a home occupation in a one-family or two-family
dwelling and the keeping no more than two horses on at
least two acres of land as an accessory use to single-family
dwelling.

The Residential-B District covers a substantially smaller
RESIDENTIAL-B area than the Residential-A District. There are two sections
DISTRICT in the Village that are zoned Residential-B and are located
adjacent to the largest wetland in the Village and to the

w
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Southwest of the Northway. Allowed uses in the
Residential-B district include those in Residential-A with
the addition of multi-family housing and single-family
attached dwellings.

The Residential-C District is the smallest residential district
RESIDENTIAL-C in the Village and located in the Southwest portion of the
DISTRICT Village. All uses that are allowed in Residential-A are
allowed in Residential-C. In addition, mobile home parks
are allowed with special provisions.

The Commercial-A District is the largest commercial

COMMERCIAL-A district in the Village of Colonie, and is located in the

DISTRICT middle of the Village along Route 5, extending + 400 feet in
from Route 5. All the uses that are allowed in Residential-A
and B are also allowed in this district, along with retail,
professional, personal, business and financial services,
restaurants or food services, theater and nightclubs,
appliance repair, printing, and a shopping center of two or
more uses. In addition, gasoline stations, motor vehicles
sale and service, motels and hotels, greenhouses,
warehouses, veterinarian and adult entertainment services
are allowed with special provisions.

The Commercial-B district is located on the East side of the
Northway between Wolf Road, Sand Creek Road, and the

COMMERCIAL-B Northway Mall. All of the allowed uses in Residential-A, B
DISTRICT and the permitted uses in Commercial-A district comprise
this zone.

The Commercial-D District is approximately located on the
Southwestern side of Route 5 encompassing parts of Jupiter

COMMERCIAL-D

Village of Colonie Master Plan [1-09.2



Inventory and Analysis

DISTRICT Lane, Petra Lane, and Lincoln Avenue and contains the
highest industrial use in the Village. The uses that are
permitted in this district are wholesale uses, warehouses,
storage facilities, business and professional uses that
include administration; scientific establishments, research
and development, training and financial, legal services,
distribution facilities, theaters, equipment repair and sales,
and light industrial excluding the use in any form of
hazardous or toxic substance without specific approval. All
uses that are located in this district require a special permit.
Uses defined as heavy industrial not permitted in this
district.
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Public Opinions

Visualizing a future for the Village of Colonie is an
intensive and integral component of the Master Plan. It
requires the input of the Village’s elected and appointed
leaders, business owners, and residents, as well as the
knowledge contained within village resources to provide
an arena for the development of coordinated goals and
objectives. It is common knowledge that the foundation of
a good Master Plan is the incorporation of public input
early and often throughout the development of the
document. To facilitate this, the Village of Colonie has both
created a broad based Master Plan Advisory Committee
and developed a Comprehensive Community Outreach
Program aimed at incorporating varying levels of public
participation throughout the planning process.

MASTER PLAN The Master Plan Advisory Committee meetings were held
ADVISORY monthly throughout the planning process. The Committee
COMMITTEE consisted of twelve residents that included members of the
MEETINGS Board of Trustees, Village Planning Commission, Village

Zoning Board of Appeals, Village Transportation
Committee, Village Sign Committee, and representatives of
the senior population, youth population, business owners,
and homeowners.

The Master Plan Advisory Committee meetings were
designed to include representatives of a large cross section
of the population in the development of the Plan. The main
purpose of the Committee meetings were to review the
work prepared by the consultants, and to have a forum to
develop the community’s vision statement, goals, objectives
and recommendations, and to discuss actions and
implementation plans. All of the Committee meetings were
publicized and open to the entire community.

——
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COMMUNITY Recognizing the importance of public involvement, the

Village of Colonie sought methods of community outreach
KOGTREASER beyond simply inviting public to the Master Plan Advisory
Committee meetings. Several opportunities for community
outreach were afforded to the residents, including:
community surveys, business surveys, a community
S.W.O.T. Analysis workshop where Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats were identified, a Community
Image Survey workshop and analysis, a community survey
to gather opinions on the draft Master Plan Goals, articles
in The Villager newspaper, and both draft and final Master
Plan presentations given at public meetings.

RESIDENTIAL A community survey was distributed to every household in

COMMUNITY the Village (3024 mailings). The purpose of the broad

SURVEY distribution was to afford the majority of people in the
Village the opportunity to participate in the planning
process. It was also a means of informing everyone about
the planning process, a process that relies upon community
input in order to be successful.

Approximately 960 written surveys were returned to the
Village, resulting in a return rate of 31.7%. Responses were
tabulated and presented to the Master Plan Advisory
Committee for inclusion in this report. The following
provides the highlights of the community survey.

QUALITY OF LIFE The overall quality of life in the Village was rated high.
When asked to rate the Village as a place to live (Figure 13),
57% of the respondents stated that the Village is an
excellent place to live, and 92% of the respondents would
recommend a friend or relative to purchase a home within
the village (Figure 14). In addition, 85% of the respondents
felt that the Village was an affordable place to live, and 97%
thought that the Village is a safe place to live. An

_—_———— ——
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astounding 61% of the respondents have lived in the Village
for over 15 years.

Figure 13 - Rate Village as Place to Live
lﬁate Village as Place to Live
' Fair
! B Excellent | 3.7%4

@ Goed .

OFair

O Poor

@ Unknown |

Poor
0.1%

Source: 2002 Community Survey

Figure 14 - Recommend a Friend or Relative to Purchase a Home in the Village

Recommend a Friend or Relative to |
Purchase a Home in the Village No  Unknown f

BEYes .

BNo

O Unknown |

Source: 2002 Community Survey

ATTITUDE TOWARD [ The survey questioned residents’ attitudes towards growth.

GROWTH Interestingly, there is a split in how residents perceive the
past and future growth. 45% of the respondents feel that
the Village has not grown too rapidly, and 35% feel that the
Village has grown too fast.

When asked about future growth, 59% want the Village to
stay just the way it is, and only 24% want the Village to
continue to grow.

— e —
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Figure 15 - Is the Village Growing to Rapidly?

Is the Village Growing too Rapidly?

Unknown

20.0% — -~
,[l!l Yes SR 34
| | -

|INO i

ElUnknown;

i ]
Source: 2002 Community Survey

While the respondents are split on the perceptions on how
much growth can be sustained, they are all on the same
page in regards to future growth. 70% of the residents
stated that future growth on undeveloped land should be
residential in nature. Approximately 40% stated that new
growth should be in the form of single-family housing.

In terms of land use, about 70% of the respondents claimed
that they were satisfied with the current zoning, 85% stated
that they wanted to preserve the limited open space in the
community, and 65% believed that there should be
architectural review and design guidelines within the
Village.

Figure 16 - Importance of Remaining Open Space & Agricultural Lands in Village

Importance of Remaining Open Space &

Agricultural Lands in Village U"f':*;:ﬂ}

@ Very Important Not a Priority
@ Important .
0 Not a Priority
a Unknown ‘
Important
38.6%

Source: 2002 Community Survey
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Residential attitudes towards business development were
sought based on the current and future needs of the
community. Not surprisingly, 65% of the respondents felt
that the current level of business activity is adequate.

When asked whether or not there should be more
opportunities for businesses to locate in the village, the
respondents were almost evenly split. Roughly, 30% felt
that there should be more opportunities, 40% said that
there should not be any more, and 30% were undecided.
This confirms the first finding that the amount of
businesses is “just about right.”

Over half of the respondents stated that they would not
want any more small-scale convenience retail stores near
the neighborhoods. Almost 30% of the respondents stated
the type of business that they did want to locate near them.
Of these, 14% want a bakery, 9% wanted small boutiques,
and 11% wanted a drug store.

Figure 17 - Is Expanding Village Business District Acceptable

s Expanding Village Business

District Acceptable Unknown Yes
—_— 28.4%

: BYes
! @ENo
: DUnknowﬂ "

Source: 2002 Community Survey

Further substantiating the residents’ views concerning the
future land use of the Village, when asked if expanding the
Village Business District to accommodate new growth, 45%
said they would not favor any expansion. This may
suggest that residents are impacted by business
development, whether by land use conflicts or secondarily
by noise, odors, or traffic.

E———————— -
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RECREATION Recreational resources are valued amenities in most
communities, especially those that are residentially based.
It is interesting to note that while 85% of the respondents
said that it was very important to preserve open space, only
14% stated that they used the village parks often. This,
along with the fact that an additional 38% of the
respondents claimed that they occasionally used the village
parks, depicts a situation in which Village residents want
open spaces, know where they are, yet do not use the
recreational spaces due to either access, location, or a
combination of both.

When asked about youth and senior programming, 60%
and 49% of the residents responded that they were satisfied
with the programming,.

Figure 18 - Satisfied with Recreation Programs for Youths

Satisfied with Recreation Programs for Youths

OYes
BNo

|
| | OUnknown |

Source: 2002 Community Survey
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Figure 19 - Satisfied with Recreation Programs for Adults
Satisfied with Recreation Programs for Adults

‘ BYes
B No Unknown
| 44%
| OUnknown |

Source: 2002 Community Survey

The survey of demographic information indicates that the
population is aging, which is important when making
determinations or recommendations regarding the types of
services and municipal programs that should be offered to
residents. A copy of the complete Residential Survey and
results can be found in the Appendix.

BUSINESS SURVEY

A business survey was distributed to every business in the
Village (375 mailings). The purpose of the broad
distribution was to afford the business owners a unique
opportunity to participate in the planning process. It was
also a means of gathering important information regarding
the business climate in the Village and to aide in
developing measures to both improve existing business
services and to assist in creating new opportunities.

Approximately 56 written surveys were returned to the
Village, resulting in a return rate of 14.9 percent. Responses
were tabulated and presented to the Master Plan Advisory
Committee. The following provides the highlights of the
business survey.

Of the respondents, 36% of the businesses were retail, 32%
were in the service industry, 19% were professional, 2%
were manufacturing, and 11% were listed as “other.”

RS
%
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Of the respondents, 13% were created in the 1990's, 41%
were established in the 1980’s and, 47% were established
before 1978. It is interesting to note that five of the
respondents or 9% of the businesses had a business that
was created before 1938. This indicates that the strategic
location of the Village’s business district along NYS Route 5
has aided in the creation of an environment conducive to
long lasting business endeavors.

According to the survey responses, 50% of the employees
were full time and 31% were part-time employees.
Fourteen percent of the businesses listed themselves as self-
employed, and 5% of the employees were seasonal.

It is intriguing to point out that 78% of the business owners
did not live in the Village, and 42% of the employees did
not live in the Village. Only 32% of the business owners
own their property, while 68% rent.

In addition, the respondents state that 71% of their
customers come from outside the Village boundaries. This
is indicative of the retail and service industry. The Village
is host to a large number of hotel/motel establishments,
restaurants, strip malls, automotive dealerships, beauty
salons, and shopping centers.

When asked about village services, the respondents were
very positive. 53% of the business owners claimed that the
services were good and/or excellent.

When asked about the responsiveness of the Village
government, 43% of the business owners stated that the
Village was responsive to their needs. The high level of
satisfaction, coupled with the large number (38%) that
claimed “unknown” illustrates that there are no significant
issues that negatively affect the business community. A
copy of the complete Business Owner Survey and results
can be found in the Appendix.

e ———“——~— -
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S.W.0.T ANALYSIS During the November Master Planning Advisory Committee
meeting, the Committee performed an exercise called a
SW.OT analysis. A SW.O.T analysis is a method for

Strengths describing your community in terms of its Strengths,
Weaknesses Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. Essentially, the
Op portunities Committee discussed and listed those factors that have the

most impact on the community. The Strengths are
Threats characteristics of the community that allow it to take
advantage of opportunities or reduce the impact of barriers.
Weaknesses are characteristics that could stand in the way of
the community’s taking advantage of opportunities or
reducing the impact of barriers. Opportunities are factors
that allow the community to take action or encourage
something to be done. Threats are factors that stand in the
way of a community’s efforts to get something done.

A SW.O.T analysis is an easy, understandable way of
identifying the key issues and communicating them to
others. The aim of a S.W.O.T analysis is to identify the
critical issues in any situation and to organize them in a way
that enables a community to come up with a sound strategic
approach. The approach should enable you to do the

following:
e  Build on Strengths
¢  Minimize Weaknesses
e  Seize Opportunities
¢  Counter Threats

To identify strengths of the community the group facilitator
asked a series of questions. What does your community do
well? What distinct advantages does you community offer?
Why do residents enjoy living in the community?

To identify weaknesses of the community the group
facilitator might ask: What could be improved about the
community? What stumbling blocks does the community
continue to encounter? What do other communities do
better then yours?
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To identify opportunities the group facilitator asked: What
needs are not being met by the community that are being
met by other municipalities. How can the community meet
these needs and improve the community?

To identify threats to the community, the group facilitator
asked: What are the obvious obstacles in your way, both
potential and actual? What are neighboring communities
doing that might cause negative impacts on your
community?

The Committee was given a blank form in which to list
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. The
Committee broke into two groups and worked together to
fill in the blanks, discussing issues relating to land use,
physical and environmental resources, community and
municipal resources, historical and cultural resources, and
recreational and educational resources.

After about one hour, the two separate groups joined to
discuss their results. A speaker for each group reported
what they had listed as strengths, weaknesses, opportunities,
and threats. The following is the results of the SW.O.T
analysis completed by the Master Plan Advisory Committee
with all of the responses given. The top four issues/items
are ranked from 1-4 in order of importance:

S.W.O.T Analysis Final Results
Strengths

1. Village government
* Small size of the community-
citizens/administrative official ratio
Central location
Municipal services
Commercial depth/tax base
Inter-municipal services
Senior programs
Parks
Town Community Center

c e RwN
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Newton Medical Center
School System
Religious community
Police support

Weaknesses

e o o o = W

Traffic management
Lack of space to expand
» Limited flexibility—land use codes
Noise (train, airport, highway)
Vacant buildings/properties
Land fill odors
Lack of senior housing
Limited cultural amenities
Lack of control over police

Opportunities

L 8l

Route 5 corridor project, CDTC

Improvement to land use codes for more flexibility
Lincoln Avenue bridge project

New youth services facilities

Village-sponsored community center

Sound barriers for I-87

Cook Park expansion

Landfill closure in the future

Senior assisted housing

Alternative to Route 5

Threats

1.

o 0w

Lack of consideration from surrounding
municipalities

Watervliet-Shaker Road expansion
Over commercialization

Landfill encroachment

Loss of commercial revenue sources
Airport proximity issues
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In order to identify and document the community’s
preferences for design styles and various scenes and
landscapes, a visual survey was conducted. Residents,
landowners and business owners were invited to attend a
program where one hundred-nineteen (119) 35mm slides
were shown. Fifty (50) people attended. Participants rated
each slide on a scale of -5 to +5 according to how the scene
was aesthetically pleasing to them. A variety of scenes from
around the region were portrayed in the visual survey.
Images that illustrate the visual and spatial qualities and the
functional characteristics of the Village’s existing growth
patterns were included.  The slides reflected what
participants already see, or could see, as they move through
the village. Images that suggest alternative approaches to
land use and design were also included for the community
to respond.

COMMUNITY
IMAGE SURVEY

The results allow for the evaluation of the community’s
visual preference for commercial buildings, including stand-
alone and strip mall designs, multi-family housing, single-
family housing sited on individual lots and in subdivisions,
and views from a variety of common styles of streets. This
technique was also used to assess preferences for signs,
general building design, landscapes, and other factors that
influence visual preferences such as utility poles and wires,
sidewalks road widths, and preferred setbacks. A full copy
of the Community Image Survey results can be found in the

Negatively rated image

Appendix.
SUMMARY OF o _ _
SLIDES Pos:twel).z r-ated images had one or more of the following
characteristics:

1. Commercial structures of small scale with peaked
roofs, shutters, dormers, columns, and windows.

2. Buildings made of brick, or with wood-like siding.

3. Buildings with parking that was well screened and
landscaped, or not visible.
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4. Scenes with an abundance of landscaping and green
space especially mature shade trees and sidewalks.

5. Single-family dwellings of all styles and settings.

6. Small-scale commercial signs.

Negatively rated images had one or more of the following
characteristics.

1. Box-shaped buildings with flat rooftops.

2. Large open parking lots in front of commercial
buildings.

3. Scenes with little or no landscaping mature trees or
green space.

4. Wide multi-lane highways made for speed and heavy
traffic.

5. Large commercial signs.

Negatively rated image

MASTER PLAN
GOALS SURVEY Following the Public Hearing held by the Master Plan

Advisory Committee, the committee made a resolution to
the Village Board in support of the adoption of the Master
Plan. In order to gather further public opinion and support
of the Master Plan, the Village Board distributed a
summary of the proposed Master Plan Goals, and a short
survey asking the public to agree or disagree on the
proposed goals. The overwhelmingly positive results of
this survey informed the Village Board that the Master Plan
Advisory Committee was on target, and the community at
large supported the Master Plan Goals. A complete copy of
the survey and results can be found in the Appendix.

PUBLIC HEARINGS Two public hearings were held in accordance to Village
Law § 7-722. The first was conducted by the Master Plan
Advisory Committee on 11-21-02 for approval and
recommendation to the Village Board. The Village Board
held the second public hearing on 2-24-03.
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In conclusion, public participation is integral to reach goals
and objectives that satisfy the majority of the community.
The Village of Colonie, in recognizing that consensus is key
not only to the development of a Master Plan, but also to
the future implementation of the goals and
recommendations, went to great lengths to offer the
opportunity for citizens to provide input into this plan. To
this end, Village officials are confident that the goals,
actions and recommendations set forth in this document
effectively represent the ideals and vision of the entire
community.

]
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Goals & Recommendations

Goals & Recommendations

This section of the Master Plan identifies the issues, goals
and recommendations that, when implemented will guide
development in the Village. The issues facing the Village
were identified through demographic research and analysis,
community resident and business owner surveys, public
meetings and workshops, and thorough analysis of the
existing conditions in the Village. The Master Plan Advisory
Committee shaped the goals and recommendations into a
form that will guide future land use decisions in the Village.
Public comments received from the resident and business
surveys and the results of the Community Image Survey
were also considered when developing the goals and
recommendations.

w
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Goals & Recommendations

Land Use

Throughout the planning process, Committee members and
residents alike continually focused on the high quality of life
in the Village. This can be attributed to the close-knit
community character, low crime rates, and availability of
services. According to the Residential Survey, 66% of the
respondents believed there should be architectural review
and design standards for new development in the Village.
Residents want to maintain the current land use patterns,
preserve the architectural diversity of the housing, create a
stronger sense of place in the commercial district, and
continue to promote the separate, but solid balance between
the residential and commercial areas.

Current conditions of the corner of Goal 1: Encourage future development that is of quality

Karner Road and Central Avenue.

design, will enhance the existing character of Village, and
meet the necessary long-term needs of the community.

Recommendations

1. Maintain a balanced mix of commercial, residential,
and recreational properties.

2. Develop an overall set of specific, detailed,
architectural and site design guidelines, which govern
the physical layout of the Village.

3. Develop design standards for new development that
will maintain the integrity of existing residential
neighborhoods.

4. Encourage the wuse of aesthetically pleasing
architectural design, signage, landscaping, setbacks,
and parking area placement in commercial areas.

United States Post Office, across
from the vacant Capital Plaza on
Karner Road.
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5. Develop a system of incentives for existing businesses
to improve their signs, parking areas, or landscaping,
i.e., incentive zoning.

Goal 2: Create Planned Unit Developments (PUD) in
order to transform under-utilized or inactive commercial

areas into active mixed-use (housing, recreational/open
space, and commercial space) areas that are pedestrian
friendly.

Recommendations

1. Attract a better mix of businesses to locate in the PUD,
such as dry cleaners, beauty salons, specialty food
shops, craft stores etc.

2. Reduce parking areas in front of existing buildings by
moving some parking to the back, and changing the
angle of the parking spaces.

3. Create small public parks in unused parking areas
that might include a small gazebo for musical
entertainment, benches, lighting, and picnic tables.

4. Encourage the development of housing for senior
citizens.

5. Develop sidewalks and raised textured crosswalks to
facilitate safe and efficient travel via non-motorized
methods of transportation.

6. Provide a covered bus shelter and bus pull-off area.

7. Beautify the area with pedestrian-scale lighting, shade
trees, and underground utility wires to encourage
residents and visitors to shop and stay in the area.
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Village of Colonie Master Plan

Recommendations

1

Establish a stronger gateway image at the east and
west entrances to the Village on Central Avenue.

Sponsor a design competition to elicit the most
desirable gateway image.

Incorporate existing buildings or bridge abutments
when developing the gateway image.

Develop a more recognizable signage and
landscaping pattern for gateways of the Village and
transportation corridors.

Enhance the community gateways and transportation
corridors by using landscaping, lighting, and artwork
that is unique and attractive, i.e., plant vegetation that
will withstand harsh winter and drought conditions,
but also plant seasonal flowering perennials and
annuals.
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Recommendations

1. Create an inventory of vacant land that includes the
selling price, size of the parcel, contact information,
and development constraints (environmental and
zoning).

2. Create an inventory of vacant buildings that includes
the gross floor area of the building, selling price,
contact information, and constraints (zoning or other).

3. Study and identify vacant land that would be
valuable for open space, recreation, or for other needs
of the public.

4. Create shovel-ready sites for senior housing, assisted
living facilities, or other needed public services.

5. Acquire vacant land that could be used for other
needed public services.

6. Create a system of landowner incentives to keep land
undeveloped or to donate land to the Village for
recreation or other needed public services.

7. Create incentives to combine small parcels where
feasible.

———————————— — .. L,
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'.and welfare of thé commumty

Recommendations

1. Encourage and promote non-polluting businesses
that are energy and waste efficient.

2. Establish performance standards to control
negative environmental impacts such as: noise,
odors, smoke, gas, light, dust, physical hazards,
and other side effects from industrial and
commercial activities.

3. Develop a notification system to prospective land
buyers/developers of potential noise impacts in
the Albany County Airport Exposure Area.
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Current conditions of Central
Avenue

Transportation

Traffic through the Village has increased over the years, and
as such, people perceive more problems relating to traffic
volume and speed. The Village of Colonie Residential
Survey illustrated that 49% of the respondents believe
speeding is a minor problem, and 34% believe it is a major
problem. The survey also showed that 45% of the
respondents believe that traffic volume is a serious problem
and 38% believe it is a minor problem. A vast majority of the
residents also stated that traffic and speeding vehicles are
the least positive aspects of living in the Village.

Central Avenue (NY Route 5) has the highest traffic levels
and the greatest number of public transit riders in the
Village. It is apparent that steps should be taken to improve
public transportation options, and traffic circulation for
through traffic, and local traffic to shopping areas and jobs.
Improved access management to existing businesses will
decrease traffic delays and accidents.

The Village of Colonie has been diligently working to solve
the traffic problems throughout the Village and on Route 5.
The Village Board passed a Resolution to endorse the NY5
Land Use and Transportation wvision articulated by the
Capital District Transportation Committee. The vision for
the corridor includes economic revitalization, transit system
improvement, bicycle, and pedestrian travel
accommodations, travel safety enhancement, streetscape and
landscaping amenities and technology-based traffic flow
management for Route 5.

Sand Creek Road is another residential area in the Village
that has witnessed a considerable growth in traffic over the
years. The future reconstructions of Watervliet Shaker Road
will only make conditions worse. Mitigation measures
associated with the traffic increase needs to be considered.
Mitigation should also include maintaining or enhancing the
usual character of the area.

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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Recommendations

1. Continue to participate in the planning efforts of
regional entities such as the Capital District
Transportation Committee (CDTC) and the Capital
District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC).

2. Continue to participate in the planning process
involving the implementation of the Capital District
Transportation Authority (CDTA) Bus Rapid Transit
System (BRT).

3. Study the feasibility of an alternative transportation
route to divert traffic from Central Avenue.

4. Manage congestion along Central Avenue by
encouraging various access management measures,
such as combining curb-cuts.

5. Encourage public transit ridership through the
support of dedicated bus lanes, alternative, more
efficient bus routes and provision of covered bus
shelters.

6. Analyze residential street parking conditions and
develop a plan for solving associated problems.

7. Continue to maintain, enhance and expand the
sidewalk and trail system that connects residential
and commercial areas throughout the Village.

8. Continue to pursue a design alternative for the
elimination of the at-grade railroad crossing on

T inealn Avennie

e
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Lincoln Avenue.

Pursue installation of decorative mast arm traffic
signal systems at the intersection of Sand Creek Road
with Hunting Road and Sunset Boulevard.

Recommendations

1.

Develop an overlay-zoning district to implement
standards for architectural and landscaping design.

Cooperate with NYSDOT and major utility companies
to bury the above ground utility wires where feasible
and practical.

Eliminate overhead traffic signal lights that require
cables over the roads and replace them with stand-
alone signal lighting fixtures where feasible.

Replace highway-style galvanized metal street
lighting fixtures with more energy efficient,
ornamental stand-alone lighting fixtures.

Review Village parking standards to encourage
business owners to design increased parking area
behind buildings, where it will not greatly impact
existing residential properties.

Establish a system of incentives to encourage
landowners to make aesthetic improvements to the
Route 5 corridor, i.e., incentive zoning.

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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Recommendations

1. Improve enforcement of speed limits.
2. Install curb bulb-outs at intersections.
3. Utilize speed humps, landscaped medians, or islands.
4. Widen sidewalks and narrow streets.

5. Plant vegetated buffer strips to protect pedestrians
from traffic.

6. Utilize textured crosswalks and bike lanes for better
visibility.

7. Improve lighting to allow for safer pedestrian travel.

_—————————
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Housing

The response from the Village of Colonie Residential Survey
indicated that the majority of residents wanted the Village to
stay just the way it is, however, 70% of the respondents felt
that if growth occurred on available land in the Village, it
should be residential in nature. The results of the
Community Image Survey showed that all styles of housing
are acceptable to Village residents; however, buildings with
brick or wood-like siding are preferred. Box-shaped
buildings with flat rooftops are disliked. New housing in or
near existing residential neighborhoods should blend with
the existing neighborhood.

Sixty-five percent (65%) of survey respondents also believed
that the Village should develop and adopt architectural
review and design guidelines that would be applied to
future development within the Village.

In addition, 75% of the respondents to the Village of Colonie
Residential Survey said they would favor the development
of senior housing. This is an important point because the
2000 United States Census illustrated that 17% of the total
population in the Village are ages 65 or older.

Goal 1: Preserve and enhance the existing residential

neighborhoods in the Village.

Recommendations

1. Develop architectural guidelines for future residential
development including, architectural styles, building
materials, preferred detailing, landscaping and other
visual and structural preferences.

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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2. Apply the architectural guidelines to the site plan
review and building permit process.

3. Where appropriate, develop neighborhood overlay-
zoning districts to implement standards for
architectural and landscaping design of new
development.

Goal 2: Provide a balanced blend of quality housing
opportunities including a desirable range of housing

types and price ranges, which are affordable and
accessible for all residents.

Recommendations

1. Encourage residential development as the preferred
development on lands that are not recommended for
open space.

2. Conduct an inventory to identify properties for
residential use.

3. Discourage the rezoning of any property from
residential to commercial.

4. Apply architectural guidelines during site plan and
building permit review process for new housing
units.

5. Determine the appropriate location of multi-family
housing units in conjunction with the land uses in the
surrounding neighborhoods.

6. Discourage the development of residential units in
areas that are unsuitable for housing.

e —————————
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7. Include mixed-type housing opportunities; i.e.,
townhouses, condominiums, or apartment complexes,
within future planned unit developments.

Goal 3: Provide a range of housing choices for Senior

Citizens.

Recommendations

1. Identify the preferred types and styles of Senior
Citizen housing, i.e., highrise condominiums,
apartments, low-rise single-family clusters, assisted
living centers and others.

2. Identify potential locations for Senior Citizen housing,
which consider, proximity to public transit routes, the
natural setting, or other desirable site features.

3. Encourage quality design for new Senior Citizen
housing units during the site plan review and
building permit process. New Senior Citizen housing
in or near existing residential neighborhoods should
blend with the existing neighborhoods

R R R R
%
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Economic Development

Commercial businesses are very important to the well being
of the Village, not only to satisfy the needs of the community
and to provide economic opportunities, but also to help
define the character of the Village. Most residents are
satisfied with the level of commercial activity within the
Village and believe that future commercial activity should be
contained within the existing commercial districts.
Occupancy of existing vacant commercial buildings is also
desirable. The existing businesses should be nurtured and
the Village should encourage small service oriented
businesses to locate where appropriate.

The general goal of encouraging economic development has
numerous objectives including expanding the Village’s tax
base, increasing the vitality of the area, providing residents
with a wide range of business, employment and career
opportunities, as well as providing a diversity of goods and
services for residents. The following Goals and
Recommendations support these objectives.

Goal 1: Develop a business friendly environment to
retain and expand the Village’s tax base and provide

existing and future residents with a wide range of
business, employment and career opportunities.

Recommendations

1. Create an Economic Development Committee to
promote and market business opportunities within
the Village.

2. Conduct a vacant land and commercial building
inventory to identify developable properties.

%
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3. Create a Commercial Development Grant/loan
Program, which may include but is not limited to: a
50/50 grant/loan fagade improvement program
and/or a micro-enterprise loan pool.

4. Designate an Economic Development Coordinator.

5. Create a program that gives incentives to businesses
to locate in existing vacant buildings.

6. Identify or create recruitment or business assistance
programs.

7. Develop better cooperation with existing regional
economic development agencies (Albany County
Chamber of Commerce). Appoint a liaison to these
existing entities.

8. Offer tax incentives for environmentally friendly
businesses.

9. Design a Village of Colonie web site for the promotion
of existing and forthcoming economic development
programs to attract and retain village businesses.

Goal 2: Develop a Marketing Plan for the Village.

Recommendations

1. Work with the local Chambers of Commerce and
County to develop the marketing plan for the Village.

2. Develop a promotional package, a web site and
brochures to be used to promote the Village to
potential residents and visitors.

%
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Goal 3: Improve and enhance the business environment

to offer amenities to residents and visitors.

Recommendations
1. Encourage the establishment of new
entertainment/cultural-based businesses within the
Village.

2. Explore creating a Business Improvement District
within the Village to direct investment into the
appearance, marketing, and functionality of the
thriving business community.

3. Support and reward current businesses through
programs such as awards to businesses that improve
the aesthetic appearance of the community.

4. Design and implement a street/landscaping program
to visually enhance commercial areas.

5. Establish a system of incentives to encourage
landowners to make aesthetic improvements to their
properties, buildings and landscaping, and to provide
pedestrian accommodations, i.e., incentive zoning.

%
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Community & Recreational Facilities

Community and recreational facilities are very important to
the Village, to satisfy the needs of the community and to
R A help define the character of the Village. According to the
] results of the Residential Survey, when asked if they are
satisfied with the recreational facilities and programs offered
by the Village, 60% of those surveyed said yes. Most
residents would however, like to see the remaining open
space in the Village preserved. In addition, many residents
Existifc candisions of the Town':;} would .like the Village to f:)ffer more park space in g_ener'al;
Colonie Community Center, located [l T€CT€ation and community facilities should be family
within the Village of Colonie. oriented and include trails, an ice skating rink, a swimming
pool, and more programs. The following Goals and

Recommendations support these concepts.

e
-

Goal 1: Maintain and enhance Village buildings and

properties to adequately serve their function for all residents.

Recommendations

1. Continue annual maintenance of all municipal
buildings.

2. Expand the Senior Citizens Center to meet the future
needs of the citizens.

3. Acquire the Town of Colonie Community Center,
located in the Village for development into a Village
Center or civic gathering place, which would include
a variety of activities for young and old.

Proposed impro
of Colonie Community Center

Copyright 2001  Capital  District

Transportation Committee, New York : : .
Rae 5 Corvilsr Land Le and 4. Work with the Town of Colonie to improve the Town

Transportation Study Community Center.

5. Develop a Family Recreation Center in an appropriate
location.
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Recommendations

1. Appoint a citizen committee to be responsible for
organizing community enhancement and Clean-up
Days.

2. Appoint an Activities Director to be responsible for
coming up with new ways to inform and involve the
public in community activities and programs.

3. Provide alternative transportation services for Senior
Citizen residents.

Goal 3:  Continue to provide the desired r
community services to Village residents, | |

Recommendations

1. Develop an interconnecting trail system between the
existing parks for walking and jogging.

2. Coordinate with the Town of Colonie to avoid
duplication of recreational services.

3. Expand the functions of the existing parks to better
serve the needs of the community.

4. Work with Albany County to develop a direct trail
connection between the Ann Lee Pond Preserve and
Bauer Park.

ﬁ
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Natural Resources

The response to the Village of Colonie Residential Survey
illustrated an interest in preserving the remaining open
spaces and natural resources in the Village. Forty-six
percent (46%) of the respondents said it was very important
to preserve the remaining open spaces and natural resources
within the Village and 58% said they would like more public
trails and greenways in the Village. In order to maintain the
Village’s quality of life, it is important to identify the
remaining sensitive natural areas and open spaces, and
preserve and enhance these areas for aesthetics, recreation,
and the good of the local economy.

) )

A e
Bauer Park, located off of Sand
Creek Road, within the Village.

Goal 1: Protect and enhance environmentally significant

and or sensitive land areas in order to minimize adverse
impacts due to man-made development.

Recommendations

1. Conduct an inventory to identify the remaining
sensitive natural areas in the Village and create a
priority list for protecting and managing these areas.

2. Continue to prohibit inappropriate development
within the Patroon Creek Drainage Way.

3. Preserve and protect wetland areas that serve as
important natural drainage channels and habitat.

4. Regularly maintain and upgrade the Village
stormwater drainage system to avoid excessive
surface water pollution from runoff.

5. Identify the effects of the potential expansion or
closure of the Albany Landfill.
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Recommendations

1. Conduct an inventory to identify the remaining open
spaces in the Village and create a priority list for
protecting and managing these areas.

2. Maintain and enhance Cook Pond through periodic
dredging and bank stabilization and protection.

3. Protect the natural environment in and around Bauer
Park.

4. Develop a system of bike/hike trails and greenways
that connect the neighborhoods of the Village.

5. Promote local natural resource protection by
cooperating with local schools to educate students of
the importance of natural areas such as Bauer Park.

Recommendations

1. Initiate a Village-sponsored program for tree
planting and maintenance of street trees.

2. Create a memorial tree garden in Cook Park or
some other appropriate place in the Village.

3. Develop guidelines for tree planting and
landscaping in residential and commercial
areas.

|

Village of Colonie Master Plan I11-06.2



Goals & Recommendations

Historical & Cultural Resources

Preservation and promotion of history and culture can help

to reinforce a strong sense of pride and identity within the

community. The response to the Village of Colonie

Residential Survey illustrated a high commitment to

preserving the history of the Village of Colonie, with over

.-g— 78% of the respondents noting the importance of

-- safeguarding the historic nature of the community. It is

apparent that steps should be made to recognize the past

and maintain the unique qualities of the Village for its
future.

Major historical events have shaped the development of the

%

HisEch!an-énectad;f ~ | Village of Colonie. Although a majority of the historic
Trolley Line, Power House structures in the Village have been destroyed, a stronger

Village identity can be built through the recognition of
important historical events that have shaped the
development of the area. The strongest historical theme
within the Village is centered around Route 5 and the Village
as the commercial hub between Schenectady and Albany. The
history of differing modes of transportation should be
celebrated and recognized, for it is the main reason why the
Village of Colonie has prospered in the past and will
continue to do so in the future.

Goal 1: Develop a more identifiable and unique Village
historical/cultural theme in order to reinforce a sense of

community identity and pride and reconnect residents
and visitors to the community’s roots.

Recommendations

1. Complete an inventory of the existing historic sites
and structures, historic documents, and artifacts and
designate a place to display it.

-
Village of Colonie Master Plan m-07.1



Goals & Recommendations

A

Historic RoutehS (Central Avenue)

Identify historic sites and structures with thematic
signage.

Adapt and re-use the historic trolley powerhouse
building, located on Central Avenue, for an
appropriate cultural facility.

Create a cultural events program at the new Cook
Park outdoor amphitheater.

Establish a history museum centering around Route 5,
the railroad, the trolley and the automobile, and its
effect on the growth of the region.

Enhance knowledge of the significance of history
and culture, with a public information program that
includes, a Village web site, brochures, tours, and a
dedicated column in The Villager for historical
stories.

Preserve and enhance the Revolutionary War
militia-training site on Hillside Avenue.

Village of Colonie Master Plan

I11-07.2



Goals & Recommendations

Administrative Actions

Goal 1: Ensure that the community efforts in crafting the
Village of Colonie Master Plan for the future of the

Village of Colonie will result in actions to achieve the
goals.

Recommendations

1. Appoint an Implementation Committee that will meet
regularly and focus on accomplishing the goals and
recommendations within this plan.

2. Review the Village of Colonie Master Plan every 5
years.

3. As necessary, review and update the various Village
regulations, policies and programs in accordance
with the goals and recommendations of the Plan.

Goal 2: Promote and encourage inter and intra-
municipal cooperation and communication with other

local, state, and regional agencies when making land use
decisions.

Recommendations

1. Work closely on planning projects with the Towns of
Colonie, Guilderland, the City of Albany, Albany
County government agencies, the Albany County
Airport Authority and New York State agencies to
ensure that development proposals that have regional
impacts will take into consideration the interests of
the Village.

%
Village of Colonie Master Plan I11-08.1



Goals & Recommendations

2. Appoint individuals that will attend the public
meetings of other local, state, and regional agencies to
ensure the Village is informed and up to date on
upcoming projects and development proposals.

3. Work more closely with regional agencies such as the
Capital District Transportation Committee and the
Capital District Regional Planning Commission to
implement concepts for the improvements to the State
Route 5 Corridor and other regional planning
projects.

4. Continue to cooperate with the Albany County
Planning Board referral process required by New
York State General Municipal Law Article 12-B
Section 239-m and 239n, for proposed zoning changes,
future comprehensive plan updates, and certain
development applications.

%_—___
Village of Colonie Master Plan I11-08.2
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Action and Implementation Matrix

ﬁ

Action and Implementation Matrix

The vision of the Village of Colonie Master Plan can only
come about through the efforts of its government and
residents in carrying out the tasks recommended in the
Master Plan. The following pages present an
Implementation Matrix which sets out the proposed Action-
Recommendation for each Goal described thoroughly in the
previous section, the Type of Action (Policy, Program,
Administrative, Legal Amendment) and the Time Frame in
which the Action-Recommendation should be completed in
(Short term, Mid-term (intermediate), and Continuous).

Policy actions refer to those that require the Village to state a
specific policy and then work towards implementing that
policy. Administrative actions refer to those that require
administrative procedures to be implemented to carry out
the recommendation. Program actions are those that are
specific programs, activities and tasks to be accomplished.
Legal Amendment actions are those that require making
amendments to the zoning, subdivision, highway or other
local laws. The Action-Recommendations are shown in the
order they appear listed under the Goal in the previous
section, under the headings of the sections in which they
appear.

The recommended time frame is indicated by the following
code:

S - Short term - 0-3 years after adoption of the Master Plan.

M - Midterm (intermediate) - 3-6 years after adoption of the
Master Plan.

C - Continuous throughout the life of the Master Plan.

Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-i



Land Use

0 : [ i (] :v
g 0 g ( ONg

] Hue L) ' [) ]
Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
Maintain a balanced mix of commercial, | Policy g
residential, and recreational properties.
Develop an overall set of specific, detailed, | Legal Amendment/ S
architectural and site design guidelines, | Program
which govern the physical layout of the
Village.
Develop design standards for new | Legal Amendment/ S
development that will maintain the integrity | Program
of existing residential neighborhoods.
Encourage the use of aesthetically pleasing | Policy C
architectural design, signage, landscaping,
setbacks, and parking area placement in
commercial areas.
Develop a system of incentives for existing | Legal Amendment/ S
businesses to improve their signs or | Program
landscaping, i.e. incentive zoning.

Create Planned Umt Developments (PUD) in order to transform

'under-utilized or inactive commercial areas into active mixed use (housing,
‘recreational/open space, and commercial space) areas that are pedestrian
friendly.

Actioa o Te of Action Time Frame ]

Attract a better mix of businesses to locate in | Program %
the PUD, such as dry cleaners, beauty salons,
specialty food shops, craft stores etc.

Village of Colonie Master Plan

S — Short term M — Midterm C - Continuous



Land Use

Actlon-Recodatlon o N Txme Frame

Reduce parking areas in front of existing | Program C
buildings by moving some parking to the
back, and changing the angle of the parking
spaces.

Create small public parks in unused parking
areas that might include a small gazebo for
musical entertainment, benches, lighting, and
picnic tables.

Encourage the development of housing for | Program
senior citizens.
Develop sidewalks and raised textured | Program
crosswalks to facilitate safe and efficient
travel via non-motorized methods of
transportation.

Provide a covered bus shelter and bus pull-
off area.

Beautify the area with pedestrian-scale
lighting, shade trees, and underground
utility wires to encourage residents and
visitors to shop and stay in the area.

Goal 3: Protect and enhance the visual character and design quality of the
Vlllage along transportation cotridors, Village municipal boundaries, and
gateways to the commumty

Action-Recommendation _ Type of Action Time Frame

Establish a stronger gateway image at the east | Program
and west entrances to the Village on Central
Avenue.

M
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-01.2
S — Short term M — Midterm C - Continuous



Land Use

Goal 3: continued:

Action—Recommendatio ] - ction

Sponsor a design competition to elicit the | Program
most desirable gateway image.

Incorporate existing buildings or bridge | Program
abutments when developing the gateway
image.

Develop a more recognizable signage and | Program
landscaping pattern for gateways of the
Village and transportation corridors.

Enhance the community gateways and | Program
transportation corridors by using
landscaping, lighting, and artwork that is
unique and attractive, ie., plant vegetation
that will withstand harsh winter and drought
conditions, but also plant seasonal flowering
perennials and annuals.

'Goal 4: Explore, identify, and conserve existing vacant land and buildings
\for adaptive re-use for recreation, senior housing, and other needed public
'services in order to meet the necessary long-term needs of the community.

A o Type of Action Time Frame

Create an inventory of vacant land that | Program
includes the selling price, size of the parcel,
contact information, and development
constraints (environmental and zoning).
Create an inventory of vacant buildings that
includes the gross floor area of the building,
selling price, contact information, and
constraints (zoning or other).

Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-01.3
S — Short term M — Midterm C - Continuous



Land Use

'Goal 4: continued:

Action-Recommendation

Type of Action

Time Frame

Study and identify vacant land that would be
valuable for open space, recreation, or for
other needs of the public.

Program

Create shovel-ready sites for senior housing,
assisted living facilities, or other needed
public services.

Program

Acquire vacant land that could be used for
other needed public services.

Program

Create a system of landowner incentives to
keep land undeveloped or to donate land to
the Village for recreation or other needed
public services.

Legal Amendment/
Program

Create incentives to combine small parcels
into larger parcels where feasible.

Legal Amendment/
Program

Goal 5: Encourage future development that minimizes negative impacts 011%

=

‘natural resources, infrastructure, and neighboring uses in order to safeguard |
'the health, safety and welfare of the community. |

Action-Recommendation

Type of Action

Time Frame

Encourage and promote non-polluting
businesses that are energy and waste
efficient.

Policy

C

Establish performance standards to control
negative environmental impacts such as:
noise, odors, smoke, gas, light, dust, physical
hazards, and other side effects from
industrial and commercial activities.

Policy

-
_ — ———————

Village of Colonie Master Plan

S — Short term

M — Midterm

C - Continuous

IV-01.4



Land Use

E»Gmal 5: c_ontinued:

itin N Type of Action Time Frame

Develop a notification system to prospective Policy
land buyers/developers of potential noise
impacts in the Albany County Airport Exposure
Area.

——___——__——————-——ﬁ—_-—
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-01.5
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Transportation

Goal 1:

Action-Recommendation

ype of Action

Provide safe and efficient circulation of pedestrian, bus, and;
‘automotive traffic, to minimize the impact of traffic on the Village’s quality
of life. |

il

Time Frame

Continue to participate in the planning
efforts of regional entities such as the Capital
District Transportation Committee (CDTC)
and the Capital District Regional Planning
Commission (CDRPC).

Administrative/Policy

C

Continue to participate in the planning
process involving the implementation of the
Capital District Transportation Authority
(CDTA), Bus Rapid Transit System (BRT).

Administrative /Policy

Study the feasibility of an alternative
transportation route to divert traffic from
Central Avenue.

Manage congestion along Central Avenue by
encouraging various access management

measures, such as combining curb-cuts.

Encourage public transit ridership through
the support of dedicated bus lanes,
alternative, more efficient bus routes and
provision of covered bus shelters.

Analyze residential street parking conditions
and develop a plan for solving associated
problems.

Continue to maintain, enhance and expand
the sidewalk and trail system that connects
residential and commercial areas throughout
the Village.

Continue to pursue a design alternative for
the elimination of the at-grade railroad
crossing on Lincoln Avenue.

Pursue installation of decorative mast arms
at the intersections of Sand Creek Road with
Hunting Road and Sunset Boulevard.

Village of Colonie Master Plan
S — Short term M — Midterm C - Continuous




Transportation

5_G0al 7. Maintain and enhance the aesthetics of the Route 5 corridor.

Action-Recommendation o Type of Action Time Frame

Develop an overlay-zoning district to Legal Amendment/Policy
implement standards for architectural and
landscaping design.

Cooperate with NYSDOT and major utility Program
companies to bury the above ground utility
wires where feasible and practical.

Eliminate overhead traffic lights that require | Program
cables over the roads and replace them with
stand-alone lighting fixtures where feasible.

Replace highway-style street lighting fixtures | Program
with more energy efficient, aesthetically
pleasing stand-alone streetlights.

Review Village parking standards to | Program
encourage business owners to design
increased parking area behind buildings,
where it will not greatly impact existing
residential properties.

Establish a system of incentives to encourage
landowners to make aesthetic improvements
to the Route 5 corridor, i.e., incentive zoning.

'Goal 3;: To continue to improve traffic safety for pedestrians in residential
and commercial areas through the use of various traffic calming devices. |

‘Action-Recommendation Type of Action | Time Frame

Improve enforcement of speed limits. Policy &

Install curb bulb-outs at intersections. Program

Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-02.2
S — Short term M — Midterm C - Continuous



Transportation

U 0
Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
3 | Utilize speed humps, landscaped medians, or Program M
islands.
4 | Widen sidewalks and narrow streets. Program <
5 | Plant vegetated buffer strips to protect | Program 5
pedestrians from traffic.
6 | Utilize textured crosswalks and bike lanes for | Program M
better visibility.
7 | Improve lighting to allow for safer pedestrian | Program M
travel.

ﬁ
Village of Colonie Master Plan Iv-02.3
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Housing

- ==

iGﬁal 1:. Preserve and enhance the existing residential neighborhoods in.
the 'Yilla_ge,; - : ]

Action-Recommendation | Type of Action Time Frame

Develop architectural guidelines for future | Legal Amendment
residential development including,
architectural styles, building materials,
preferred detailing, landscaping and other
visual and structural preferences.

Apply the architectural guidelines to the site | Legal Amendment
plan review and building permit process.

Where appropriate, develop neighborhood | Legal Amendment
overlay-zoning  districts to implement
standards for architectural and landscaping
design of new development.

Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

Encourage residential development as the | Policy s
preferred development on lands that are not
recommended for open space.

Conduct an inventory to identify properties | Program
for residential use.

Discourage the rezoning of any property Administrative/Policy
from residential to commercial.

Apply architectural guidelines during site | Program
plan and building permit review process for
new housing units.

Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-03.1
S — Short term M - Midterm C - Continuous



Housing

Actlon-Recommendation - Atio

Determine the appropriate location of multi- Administrative M
family housing units in conjunction with the
land uses in the surrounding neighborhoods.

Discourage the development of residential Policy
units in areas that are unsuitable for housing.

Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

1 | Identify the preferred types, and styles of | Administration/Policy S
Senior Citizen housing, i.e., high-rise condos,
apartments, low-rise single-family clusters,
assisted living centers, and others.

2 | Identify potential locations for Senior Citizen Administration/Policy S
housing, which consider, proximity to public
transit routes, the natural setting, or other
desirable site features.

3 | Encourage quality design for new Senior Administration/Policy C
Citizen housing units during the site plan
review and building permit process. New
Senior Citizen housing in or near existing
residential neighborhoods should blend with
the existing neighborhoods.

—_____———:———_—_____—_______—_——:——’——___———————____—__—____—___

Village of Colonie Master Plan 1V-03.2
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Economic Development

siness ffi_en.d y environment to refain._and ek-fa_and the,
> and _provide existing and future residents with a wide |
ness, employment and career opportunities.

Action-Recomme _ _ i o me Frame _

Create  an  Economic  Development | Administration
Committee to promote and market business
opportunities within the Village.

Conduct a vacant land and commercial | Program
building inventory to identify developable
properties.

Create a Commercial Development | Program
Grant/loan Program, which may include but
is not limited to: a 50/50 grant/loan fagade
improvement program and/or a micro-
enterprise loan pool.

Designate an Economic Development Administration
Coordinator.
Create a program that gives incentives to | Program
businesses to locate in existing vacant
buildings.

Identify or create recruitment or business | Program
assistance programs.

Develop better cooperation with existing Administration
regional economic development agencies
(Albany County Chamber of Commerce).
Appoint a liaison to these existing entities.

Offer tax incentives for environmentally
friendly businesses.

Design a Village of Colonie web site for the
promotion of existing and forthcoming
economic development programs to attract
and retain village businesses.

ﬁ
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-04.1
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Economic Development

Goal 2: Develop a Marketing Plan for the Village.

| Action-Recommendation " Type of Action | Time Frame

Work with the local Chambers of Commerce | Program C
and County to develop the marketing plan
for the Village.

Develop a promotional package, a web site | Program
and brochures to be used to promote the
Village to potential residents and visitors.

'Goal 3: Improve and enhance the business environment to offer amenities

to residents and visitors.

Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

Encourage the establishment of new | Program
entertainment/cultural-based businesses
within the Village.

Explore creating a Business Improvement Administrative /Program
District within the Village to direct
investment into the appearance, marketing,
and functioning of the thriving business
community.

Support and reward current businesses
through programs such as awards to
businesses that improve the aesthetic
appearance of the community.

Design and implement a street/landscaping
program to visually enhance commercial
areas.

i—_—ﬁ
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Economic Development

- - """

'Goal 3: continued:

i 5 ke
e R NS T S S o

Action-Recommendation | TypeofAction | Time Frame

Establish a system of incentives to encourage
landowners to make aesthetic improvements
to their properties, buildings and
landscaping, and to provide pedestrian
accommodations, i.e., incentive zoning.

ﬁ
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-04.3
S — Short term M - Midterm C - Continuous
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Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
1 | Continuie annual maintenance of all | Administration/Policy C
municipal buildings.
2 | Expand the Senior Citizens Center to meet Administration/Policy M
the future needs of the citizens.
3 | Acquire the Town of Colonie Community | Program M
Center, located in the Village for
development into a Village Center or civic
gathering place, which would include a
variety of activities for young and old.
4 | Work with the Town of Colonie to improve | Program S
the Town Community Center.
5 | Develop a Family Recreation Center in an | Program S
appropriate location.
f DITO ; = DE o
DOPETAdIC E § [} e P1ro [ ) EAco U
& E % B34 S
Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
1 | Appoint a citizen committee to be responsible Administration S

for organizing community enhancement and
Clean-up Days.

ﬁ

Village of Colonie Master Plan
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M - Midterm

C - Continuous
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Community & Recreational Facilities

- . -

¢ [) 2

Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

2 | Appoint an Activities Director to be Administration M
responsible for coming up with new ways to
inform and involve the public in community
activities and programs.

3 | Provide alternative transportation services | Program S
for Senior Citizen residents.

Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
1 | Develop an interconnecting trail system | Program M
between the existing parks for walking and
jogging:
2 | Coordinate with the Town of Colonie to | Administration C

avoid duplication of recreational services.

3 | Expand the functions of the existing parks to | Program C
better serve the needs of the community.

4 | Work with Albany County to develop a | Administration M
direct trail connection between the Ann Lee
Pond Preserve and Bauer Park.

#ﬁ
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-05.2
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Natural Resources
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Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
1 | Conduct an inventory to identify the | Program S

remaining sensitive natural areas in the
Village and create a priority list for
protecting and managing these areas.

2 | Continue to  prohibit inappropriate | Policy <
development within the Patroon Creek
Drainage Way.

3 | Preserve and protect wetland areas that serve | Policy C
as important natural drainage channels and
habitat.

4 | Regularly maintain and upgrade the Village | Program C
storm water drainage system to avoid
excessive surface water pollution from
runoff.

5 | Identify the effects of the potential expansion | Program 5
or closure of the Albany Landfill.

EGoal 2: Preserve and protect areas of open space that are important to the
'Village for use as public recreational or leisure purposes. |

Type of Action | | Time Frame

Conduct an inventory to identify the | Program
remaining open spaces in the Village and
create a priority list for protecting and
managing these areas.

Maintain and enhance Cook Pond through
periodic dredging and bank stabilization and
protection

ﬁ
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-06.1
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Natural Resources
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Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame
3 | Protect the natural environment in and | Program C

around Bauer Park.

4 | Develop a system of bike/hike trails and | Program M
greenways that connect the neighborhoods of
the Village.

5 | Promote local natural resource protection by | Program C

cooperating with local schools to educate
students of the importance of natural areas
such as Bauer Park.

Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

Initiate a Village-sponsored program for tree | Program M
planting and maintenance of street trees.

Create a memorial tree garden in Cook Park | Program
or some other appropriate place in the
Village.

Develop guidelines for tree planting and Legal Amendment/
landscaping in residential and commercial | Program
areas.

—
Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-06.2
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Historical & Cultural Resources

'Goal 1: Develop a more identifiable and unique Village historical/cultural |

theme in order to reinforce a sense of community identity and pride and|

‘reconnect residents and visitors to the community’s roots. |
Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

Complete an inventory of the existing Program
historic sites and structures, historic
documents and artifacts, and designate a
place to display it.

Identify historic sites and structures with
thematic signage.

Adapt and re-use the historic trolley power
house building, located on Central Avenue,
for an appropriate cultural facility.

Create a cultural events program at the new
Cook Park outdoor amphitheater.

Establish a history museum centering around
Route 5, the railroad, the trolley and the
automobile, and its effect on the growth of
the region.

Enhance knowledge of the significance of
history and culture, with a public
information program that includes, a Village
web site, brochures, tours, and a dedicated
column in The Villager for historical stories.

Preserve and enhance the Revolutionary War
militia-training site on Hillside Avenue.

M
Village of Colonie Master Plan IvV-07.1
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Administrative Actions

Goal 1: Ensure that the community efforts in crafting the Village of ColonieE
‘Master Plan for the future of the Village of Colonie will result in actions to|
‘achieve the goals. !

| Action-Recommendation | Type of Action Time Frame

Appoint an Implementation Committee that | Administrative/Policy
will meet regularly and focus on
accomplishing the goals and
recommendations within this plan.

Review and update the Plan every 5 years..

As necessary, review and update the
various Village regulations, policies, and
programs in accordance with the goals and
recommendations of the Plan.

‘Goal 2: Promote and encourage inter and intra-municipal cooperation and]
‘communication with other local, state, and regional agencies when making‘

. - |
land use decisions. |

| Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

Work closely on planning projects with the | Administrative/Policy C
Towns of Colonie, Guilderland, the City of
Albany, Albany County government
agencies, the Albany County Airport
Authority and New York State agencies to
ensure that development proposals that
have regional impacts will take into
consideration the interests of the Village.

Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-08.1
S — Short term M - Midterm C - Continuous



Administrative Actions

‘Goal 2 'coﬁt'.inued:

T Action-Recommendation Type of Action Time Frame

Appoint individuals that will attend the Administrative
public meetings of other local, state, and
regional agencies to ensure the Village is
informed and up to date on upcoming
projects and development proposals.

Work more closely with regional agencies | Administrative/ Policy
such as the Capital District Transportation
Committee and the Capital District Regional
Planning Commission to implement
concepts for the improvements to the State
Route 5 Corridor and other regional
planning projects.

Continue to cooperate with the Albany | Administrative/Policy
County Planning Board referral process
required by New York State General
Municipal Law Article 12-B Section 239-m
and 239n, for proposed zoning changes,
future comprehensive plan updates, and
certain development applications.

e ]
mﬁ

Village of Colonie Master Plan IV-08.2
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IV.

VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

ADVISORY COMMITTEE SELECTION MEETING
AGENDA

Tuesday, February 27, 2001
(5:30 PM - 6:30 PM)

Review of Proposed Master Plan Committee List & Map
Additions / Deletions

Make Final Committee Memb er Selection(s)

Method of Invitation To Potential Members
Via Letter ?
Via Phone Call (From Trustees, Mayor, Laberge?)
Time Requirement

Discuss & Set Date of First Advisory Committee Orientation
Meeting.



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENDA

Thursday April 5, 2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm

Introductions (20 minutes)
Members of the Comprehensive Plan Advisory
Committee (CPAC)

Consultants

Review the Comprehensive (30 minutes)
Planning Process

What is a Comprehensive Plan
Description of the Comprehensive Plan
Action and Implementation Plan
Flow Chart

- Sample Data Inventory
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III.

IV

VI

VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENDA

Thursday June 7,2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm

Introductions

Review the Master Planning Process.

Establish the various committee groups.

Layout ideas of what each group should be thinking about with
respect to their committee.

Discuss & Set Dates for the next meetings with respect to the
items listed in the May 10" letter to committee members
(attached in packet).

Discuss any questions the committee has regarding the
Master Plan process.



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #3

AGENDA

Thursday July 12, 2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm
Village Offices

I. Introductions (Chris Dennis — Committee Chairman)

II. Presentation: NYS Route 5 - Central Avenue Corridor
Improvements (By John Poorman — Staff Director, Capital District
Transportation Committee)

III. Presentation Questions & Answers

IV. Distribution of Master Plan Advisory Committee
Information & Agenda for August 2*,2001 Meeting. .



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #4

AGENDA

Thursday August 2,2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm
Village Offices

W Introductions (5 Min.)
II. Review & Discuss 1959 Master Plan (10 Min.)
III. Issue Scoping & Discussion: (35 Min.)

» Transportation
= Land Uses

IV. Sub-Committee Group Assignments (10 Min.)



VILLAGE OF COLONIE

MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #4

Thursday August 2, 2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm
Village Offices

Outline of Topics Discussed:

1. Transportation

Develop progressive, Village-wide, traffic plan

Explore developing a Light Rail System on Central Avenue
Build a by-pass around the Village

Better defined Village Gateways

Reducing traffic congestion on Central Avenue
Reconfiguration of Central - dual arterial design

Develop an access management plan - curb cut sharing
Railroad grade crossings

Inter-connection of Village (and Town) parks and green spaces
Pedestrian access

Development of an intra and inter-municipal pedestrian trail
system

Cooperation with CDTC Route 5 Corridor Improvements Plan
Truck access to business/industrial park

Pedestrian connections and trail systems throughout
neighborhoods and to the park

2. Land Uses

Develop a defined sense of Village identity

Create defined nodes of commercial concentration

Reuse, redevelopment, and in-fill opportunities

Support more business development

Balance commercial and residential uses

Support the industrial park development

Re-define/re-shape the strip development on Central Avenue

112009 T Meetags' Advis Mig #4 Nates. doc 1



* Develop a stormwater management plan for new development
' = Develop small nodes of commercial uses in neighborhoods

* Develop incentive/performance based zoning regulations

= Protect and preserve residential uses adjacent to (behind) Central

Avenue commercial uses

» Develop architectural design guidelines

* Develop enhanced green spaces

* Promote the Village's cultural assets better

* Develop a historic preservation ordinance

* Improve sign ordinance guidelines

» Protect streams — access to stream — trails along streams

* Pedestrian access to the park(s)

* Inter-municipal trail linkages (with Town of Colonie)

FA2008T Meetings' Adwvis Mig 4 Notes doc 2



VILLAGE OF COLONIE

MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #5

AGENDA

Thursday September 6, 2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm
Village Offices

L. Introductions

II. Review & Discuss Residential & Business
Surveys

* Form / Content / Questions

* Distribution — Timing / Method
III. Issue Scoping & Discussion:

* Physical & Environmental Features

* Community & Municipal Facilities

IV. Next Steps

120097 \Meetings'Advis Mig Outline #5 9-6-01 doc 1
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(35 Min.)
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #5

Thursday September 6, 2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm
Village Offices

Outline of Topics Discussed:
e Reviewed & discusses Residential & Business Surveys

Transportation
e Create a boulevard of Central Avenue into the Village CDTC Presentation
e Create a rail system on Central Avenue
e Trail system interconnected with Village parks along the Patroon Creek

Comumercial
e Commercial growth and business retention should be a goal of the Village
Consentration of businesses
Business interests should be represented
Commercial Nodes
Neighborhood shopping areas
Incentive Zoning
Design Standards
Historic Preservation ordinance

Current Projects

¢ Lincoln Avenue by-pass
¢ Shaker Road, Sand Creek Road by-pass

Drainage Issues
¢ Rapple Road, Elken area, Gail

Other Key Issues
e Retain the population
e More recreation areas accessible to all
e Youth Center
Work with schools for development of recreation areas
Establish a sense of identity
Enforcement issues
Business interests

1:\20097\Meetings‘\Advis Mtg #5 Notes.doc



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #6

AGENDA

Thursday October 4, 2001
7:00 pm - 8:00pm

Village Offices
L Introductions (5 Min.)
II. Review Revised Residential Survey (15 Min.)
III. Issue Scoping & Discussion: (35 Min.)

* Historical Resources and Preservation

* Cultural, Recreational and Education Facilities
* Physical & Environmental Conditions

* Community & Municipal Facilities

IV. Next Steps (5 Min.)

J2009T Meaungs\Advis Mig Owtline #6 10-4-01 doc 1



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #6

Thursday October 4, 2001
7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Offices

Outline of Topics Discussed:

o Reviewed & Discussed Residential & Business Survey Formats and
Questions

o Survey Cover Letter format

e Survey mailing list — who to receive the surveys

e Survey reproduction and mailing - to include a self addressed, stamped
envelope

o Draft survey approval by advisory committee — October 26, 2001.

e Release dates for surveys — November 1, 2001

e Return date for surveys — November 21, 2001

e Number of surveys to be mailed - 3000+ /-

Historical Resources

e Cook Park
¢ Pine Grove Methodist Church
¢ Trolley Depot (1818 Central Avenue)

Cultural & Recreational Resources

¢ Town Community Center
e Cook Park

e Senior Center

e Patroon Creek Corridor

Educational Resources
¢ South Colonie Central School District

e Saddlewood School
e Forest Park School

J:20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #6 Notes.doc
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #7

AGENDA

Thursday November 1, 2001
7:00 pm - 9:00pm

Village Offices

Introduction (5 Min.)

Public Comment/Background Activities (10 Min.)

> Identification of Issues relevant to the master planning process (ie.,
Environmental, Transportation, Historic, Open Space, Municipal
Resources, Land Uses, etc.)

» Coordination of and attendance at all monthly Master Plan Advisory
Committee meetings (which includes all meeting preparation tasks and
supporting activities.)

» Technical preliminary review of existing/previous plans, studies and
relevant documents.

> Technical preliminary review of local codes, site plan review, subdivision
regulations, etc.

» Technical preliminary review of plans and policies prepared by Albany
County, CDTC, CDRPC, Pine Bush Preserve and State Agencies.

> Residential survey development and coordination.

> Commercial survey development and coordination.

> GIS mapping - data research, data acquisition, and preliminary base
mapping.

Physical & Environmental Resources (20 Min.)

Community & Municipal Resources
Historical & Cultural Resources

S.W.O.T. Analysis (45 Min.)

S-trengths
W-eaknesses
O-pportunities
T-hreats

Visual Character Survey — Overview (10 Min.)

December & January Meeting Agendas (5 Min.)

120097\ Mectings\Advis Mtg Outline #7 11-1-01 doe 1



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #7

Thursday November 1, 2001
7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Offices

Outline of Topics Discussed

« Reviewed & discussed final draft of Residential & Business Surveys and
cover letter

e The consultants produced a draft existing land use map based on the
Village of Colonie property class assessment codes

e The October 4, 2001 notes have an error when referring to the Locust Park
School

Physical Environmental Resources
Identification of other issues and areas to be considered in the Plan
e Patroon Creek
Cook Pond
Bauer Park (wetland area)
Milton Park
Locust Park playground
Other wetlands and large sensitive areas should be considered
Identify target areas that are managed or are a concern of the Albany Pine
Bush Commission. Issues with development near the Pine Bush and the
future expansion of the Pine Bush Preserve further into the Village.
Landfill expansion

L]

Other Municipal or Community Resources
e The Plan should identify issues with the proposed Lincoln Avenue bridge
project, concern with layout of the bridge and the alternatives
e The need for a Village Community Center
e Schools, play areas, fields, parks, support facilities, DPW, fire house

e The committee will invite the youth council to get their opinion on what
services are needed in the Village for youth.

J:\20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #7 Notes.doc



S.W.O.T Analysis Final Results

Strengths

1. Village government

o Small size of the community—citizens/administrative official ratio
Central location
Municipal services
Commercial depth/tax base
Inter-municipal services
Senior programs
Parks
Town Community Center
Newton Medical Center
School System
Religious community
Police support

o o B

Weaknesses

t—l

Traffic management
2. Lack of space to expand
o Limited flexibility—land use codes
3. Noise (train, airport, highway)
4. Vacant buildings/properties
¢ Land fill odors
e Lack of senior housing
e Limited cultural amenities
e Lack of control over police

Opportunities

Route 5 corridor project, CDTC
Improvement to land use codes for more flexibility
Lincoln Avenue bridge project
New youth services facilities
o Village-sponsored community center
e Sound barriers for I-87
e Cook Park expansion
o Landfill closure in the future
¢ Senior assisted housing
e Alternative to Route 5

ol ol

J:\20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #7 Notes.doc



Threats

Lack of consideration from surrounding municipalities
Watervliet-Shaker Road expansion

Over commercialization

Landfill encroachment

Loss of commercial revenue sources

Airport proximity issues

I

Next meeting Thursday December 6, 2001

J:\20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #7 Notes.doc



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #8

AGENDA
Thursday December 6, 2001
7:00 pm -9:00pm
Village Offices
L Introductions (10 Min.)

» Public Input
> Spotlight Article
» S.W.O.T. Analysis Overview

IL Background Activities (15 Min.)

Y

Surveys: 3,024 Residential, 375 Commercial

3,399 Total Surveys Distributed

Total Surveys Received as of 12/01 = 956 (28.1%)

Draft Land Use Map

Coordination of and attendance at all monthly Master Plan Advisory
Committee meetings (which includes all meeting preparation tasks and
supporting activities.)

Data research, data acquisition, and preliminary base mapping.
Preliminary data collection and analysis (i.e., natural resource
information, land use information, demographic information,
transportation facilities, housing, utilities, community facilities, local
historical resources, visual resources, economic conditions, recent
building trends and activity.)

> Village-wide photo inventory collection (in progress).

> Preliminary development of a Community Image Survey.

YV VYV

YV

III.  Visioning Workshop (50 Min.)
» Vision Statement
> Goals Development
» Implementation Plan

IV. January & February Meeting Agendas (10 Min.)

Preliminary Survey Results (January)
Community Image Survey/Workshop (February)

-
s
e

r

1120097 Meetings' Advis Mtg Outline 8 12-6-01.doc



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #8

Thursday December 6, 2001
7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Offices

Outline of Topics Discussed

e Mr. Ed Sims, Youth Director explained the Youth Program to the
committee

e The consultants produced a draft existing land use map based on the
Village of Colonie property class assessment codes and a draft map of the
Pine Bush lands in relation to the Village

 Discussed the Community Image Survey/Workshop

Discussion of Youth Issues

The Youth Council is made up of kids from the community that meets and
coordinates projects.

Identification of the Youth Council involvement
e Drug & Alcohol Awareness Day
¢ Spruce Up for Spring
e Family Fun Day
e Ice Cream social
o Newsletter for Village
e Booking of Cook Park Pavilions, schedule and maintence of fields
e Coloring contest at Easter time and the Holidays.
e Halloween and Christmas parties
¢ Santa Claus Parade
e The Park Program

The Youth Council is looking towards a multi-use family center that will be used
for large events.

« Would like to see the center in a central area such as the Village complex
e Basketball court to be included

J1\20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #8 Notes.doc



e Used by community members in-between teenagers and seniors
e A place for ice-skating is a issue
e The building needs to be approximately 100x65 feet

The Master Plan Committee would like to have a Teenager from the Youth
Council attend the next meeting to gain insight on what the youth in the
community would like to see happen in the Village.

Review of draft Pine Bush Lands Map

e The Plan should identify lands outside the Village boundary
e Explanation of the terms Full Protection, Partial Protection, Open Space....

Other topics discussed

e 956 surveys returned as of December 1, 2001

e Kristole Court will be surveyed

« Mike Lyons from the Town of Colonie to be invited to the next meeting

« Traffic concerns on Central Avenue and Sand Creek Road due to the
expansion of Waterverliet-Shaker Road and Exit 3.

e Should the Master plan be given to the Town of Colonie and Guilderland
for comments?

We would like to welcome new members

Next meeting Thursday January 3, 2001

J:20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #8 Notes.doc



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #9

AGENDA

Thursday January 3, 2002
7:00 pm -9:00pm

Village Offices
L General (30 Min.)
» Public Input
> Guest Speaker — Kevin DeLaughter, Phillip Pearson, Town of Colonie
» The Villager
» December Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review
> Business Survey Review

Master Plan Background Activities:

Survey Results Analysis (Business & Residential)

Data research, data acquisition, and preliminary base mapping.

Plan data collection and analysis (i.e., natural resource information, land
use information, demographic information, transportation facilities,
housing, utilities, community facilities, local historical resources, visual
resources, economic conditions, recent building trends and activity.)
Preliminary Plan drafting (demographics, history)

Preliminary development of a Community Image Survey Workshop.

VVY¥Y

v Vv

II. Visioning /Goals Workshop (80 Min.)

> Vision Statement (Sample Handout)
- The vision reflects the community ideal and provides a sense of direction
in policy development.

> Goals & Recommendations Development
- The goals provide a framework for the Village’s Master Plan. They are
developed based upon the vision for the village, and designed to meet the
issues facing the village.
- The goals are statements that summarize the general philosophy of the
village and provide direction for future decision making.
- The recommendations are tied to and address specific issues identified by
the Master Plan Committee and from supplemental citizen input.

J\20097\Meetings\Advis Mig Outline #9 1-3-02.doc



> Goals & Recommendations Implementation Plan
(Purpose and Description)

[Il.  February Meeting Agenda (5 Min.)

> Preliminary Survey Results
> Inter-municipal workshop

IV.  March Meeting Agenda (5 Min)

» Community Image Survey/ Workshop

120097\ Meetings\Advis Mig Outline #9 1-3-02 doc



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #9

Thursday January 3, 2002
7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Hall

Outline of Topics Discussed

» Mr. Kevin Delaughter, Planner, Town of Colonie, spoke about some of the
towns’ plans for future development or changes in land use or zoning that
may concern the Village of Colonie.

Discussion of Town of Colonie issues

Mr. Delaughter brought in two maps to display the existing Town of Colonie
Zoning Districts and the existing land use in the adjacent areas surrounding the
village. The maps were prepared with the towns’ Geographic Information
System, using digitized tax parcel lines, zoning districts and information from
the real property tax database.

The following is a summary of topics discussed by the Committee and Mr.
Delaughter:
» Depth of the Town of Colonie commercial zoning district along Central
Avenue is 300-500 feet and toward the city of Albany, about 100 feet on
either side of Central Avenue.

\‘f

The Town of Colonie is currently trying to remove the “Undeveloped
District”, from the Zoning Code and replace it with a new zoning district
that will encourage uses that are compatible with airport related uses. The
new zoning district will apply to the area adjacent to and northeast of
Bauer Park. The new district will probably allow office uses, schools,
religious facilities, hotels, and convention centers, but will exclude large
retail uses.

» A portion of this area adjacent and northeast of Bauer Park contains

significant wetlands that are deed restricted from development. The
Town of Colonie may change the zoning in this area to a “Land

1:\20097\Meetings\Advis Mtg #9 Notes.doc 1



Conservation District”. This could represent an opportunity for the
village and the town to work together to expand the trail system from
Bauer Park into the town.

$ The Town of Colonie has adopted a resolution to support the initiatives
set forth by the New York State Route 5 Corridor, Land Use and
Transportation Study, prepared for the Capital District Transportation
Committee (CDTC). The town realizes that zoning changes along this
corridor will be needed in order to accomplish CDTC’s goals and
objectives. Implementing the goals of this plan may be difficult.

» Traffic concerns on Central Avenue and Sand Creek Road due to the
proposed changes to Watervliet-Shaker Road and I-87 Exit 3. Certain
transportation projects may face state funding cutbacks this year.

» Access management issues on Route 5 and Wolf Road.

Route 155/Central Avenue truck traffic.

A ¥4

> New access road around the Albany County Airport.

$ The Town of Colonie has no current plans for the future of the Town
Community Center or for any programs to support the improvement of
gateways into the town or village. Most efforts for the improvement of
gateways come from neighborhood organizations.

Y

The Committee discussed the series of pie graphs and charts that show the
preliminary results of the Confidential Business Survey.

» Item II, on the meeting agenda, the Visioning/ Goals workshop will be
moved to the February meeting agenda.

> The preliminary results of the Confidential Residential Survey should be
available to the Committee at the February meeting.

» The Community Image Survey/Workshop will be held in March. This
event will be advertised in the February edition of The Villager in hopes to
ensure good attendance.

Next meeting Thursday February 7, 2001
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #10

AGENDA

Thursday February 7, 2002
7:00 pm ~9:00pm
Village Offices

1. General (10 Min.)

» Public Input
> January Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review

Master Plan Background Activities:

Community Image Survey Workshop development.

Community Image Survey Questionnaire

Plan data collection and analysis (i.e., natural resource information, land
use information, demographic information, transportation facilities,
housing, utilities, community facilities, local historical resources, visual
resources, economic conditions, recent building trends and activity.)

» Preliminary Plan drafting (demographics, history)

YV VY

IL. Residential Survey Review (45 Min.)
III. Visioning Workshop (45 Min.)
» Vision Statement Review (Sample Handout)
- The vision reflects the community ideal and provides a sense of direction
in policy development.
> Vision Statement Drafting
IV. March Meeting Agenda (5 Min.)
» Community Image Survey/Workshop
V. April Meeting Agenda (5 Min.)
> Preliminary Community Image Survey Results

» Inter-Municipal Workshop
» Goals & Recommendations Development

12009 \Meetings\Advis Mig Outline #10 2-7-02.doc



VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #10

Thursday February 7, 2002
7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Hall

Outline of Topics Discussed

» Community Image Survey Development.

« The Community Image Survey Workshop will be held on March /i
at 7:00 pm at the Village Hall/Senior Center.

e Advertisement for this workshop will be in the February Villager.

o Laberge will prepare a flier for the workshop. Next week the flier
will be available for members of the public at the Village Hall.

e The flier will be distributed about 2 weeks before March 7" by the
public works department.

« Committee members should invite their family, friends and
teenagers to participate in the workshop (they must be Village
residents, or Village business owners).

e Brian Casey will pass out fliers to some teenagers that he knows.

» Discussion and Review of the Results of the Confidential Residential
Survey.

¢ Most interesting results from questions:

o 1. This question showed 46.4% of those surveyed are 36-59
years old, and 42.8% of those surveyed are 60 or older.

o 5. This question showed a very high percentage (95%) of
homeowners as opposed to renters live in the Village.

o 6. This question showed that a vast majority (61.6%)of the
residents surveyed have lived in the Village for 15 or more
years.

o 7. This question showed that a majority of residents (91.6%)
do not work in the Village.

o 13. This question showed that 85% of those surveyed think
that the Village is an affordable place to live.

o 14. This question showed that 75.2% of those surveyed are
in favor of developing senior housing.
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o 15. This questions showed that 97.2 % of those surveyed
think the Village is a safe place to live.

o 16. This questions showed 87.9% of those surveyed rate the
Town of Colonie Police as good to excellent.

o 17. This questions showed 65.5% of those surveyed do not
believe the Village should have its own police force.

o 18. This questions showed 83.8% believe speeding is a
problem.

o 19. This questions showed 83.9% believe traffic volume is a
problem.

o 31. This questions showed 58% of those surveyed believe
there should be more trails and greenways in the Village.

o 32. This questions showed 46.6% of those surveyed believe
home based businesses are appropriate.

o 38. This questions showed most (43.4%) of those surveyed
do not want the business district in the Village to expand
any more.

o 40. This questions showed most (53.3%) of those surveyed
do not want any more small retail businesses in their
neighborhood.

o 42. This questions showed 72.4% of those surveyed are
satisfied with the existing zoning.

o 45. This questions showed 84.9% of those surveyed believe
that preserving the remaining open space in the Village is
important.

> After going over the results of the Residential Survey in its entirety, the
meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. The Visioning Workshop will be put on
the April agenda

Next Meeting Thursday March 7, 2002
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #11

AGENDA
Thursday March 7, 2002
7:00 pm =9:00pm
Village Offices
L Introduction (5 Min.)
II. Community Image Survey Workshop (2 hours)
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IV.

VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #12

AGENDA

Thursday April 11, 2002
7:00 pm -9:00pm
Village Offices

General (15 Min.)

» Public Input

» Introduce new Committee Members

» Introduce new Planning Consultant, Benjamin H. Syden, AICP
> February Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review

Report and Discussion of results of the

Community Image Survey Review (1 hour)
Update Project Schedule (10 Min)
Goals & Recommendations Development (30 Min)
May Meeting Agenda (5 Min.)

» Goals & Recommendations Development
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #12

Thursday April 11, 2002
7:00 pm - 9.00pm
Village Hall

Outline of Topics Discussed

> Community Image Survey Results.

Nan Stolzenburg, AICP and Michael Buser, AICP of Community
Planning & Environmental Associates presented a written
summary of the results of the Community Image Survey Workshop
held on March 7" at 7:00 pm at the Village Hall/Senior Center. The
results of the survey were tabulated and interpreted by the firm
using their experience of interpreting patterns to compare positives
and negatives. The firmalso discussed some of the most important
highlights of the results of the Community Image Survey using a
computerized slide show.

The most positively rated images were by and large those that
portrayed single family residential of all styles an designs,
commercial scenes and structures with traditional architecture and
abundance of landscaping, mature canopy trees along streets and
sidewalks and green space. (See the Village of Colonie Community
Image Survey Results report for a complete discussion of these
issues).

The most negatively rated slides were commercial structures or
strip mall developments surrounded by clutter, large signs, large
open parking areas and little or no landscaping. Other negatively
rated slides included large tall stand-along apartment complexes,
industrial sites, highways, and large urban centers. (See the Village
of Colonie Community Image Survey Results” report for a complete
discussion of these issues).

> Discussion of project schedule (tentative project schedule that was
discussed at the meeting is attached).
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> Master Plan Goals Development Exercise:

o The Committee was divided into two groups to work together to
develop goals for the Master Plan. Group one worked on the
development of goals for the future of the natural environment and
natural resources. Group two worked on the development of goals
for the future land use of the Village.

« After about one hour of group work, the Committee discussed
concerns of how the exercise was progressing. Some Committee
members were concerned with the fast pace of the exercise and the
Committee as a whole decided that all would like to attempt to do
the goals formulating exercise as a homework assignment.

» May Meeting Agenda

« The Committee will come together and go over the goal
formulating homework assignment. The Committee will together
decide what goals will be used in the Master Plan and will at the
same time discuss actions or recommendations that should be
taken to reach those goals. Committee members are encouraged to
contact each other or the consultants with any questions or
concerns about the goal formulating exercise before the May
meeting.

Next Meeting Thursday May 2, 2002
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #13

AGENDA
Thursday May 2, 2002
7:00 pm -9:00pm
Village Offices

1. General (10 Min.)

» Public Input
» April Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review

IL Land Use Goals & Objectives Workshop (25 Min)

II1. Natural & Environmental Resources

Goals & Objectives Workshop (25 Min)
IV. Historical & Cultural Resources

Goals & Objectives Workshop (25 Min)
V. Economic Development

Goals & Objectives Workshop (25 Min)
VL Wrap-up and June Agenda (10 Min.)
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #13
Thursday May 2, 2002

7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Hall

Outline of Topics Discussed

>

v

Public Input

Village citizens Mr. and Mrs. Ben Garry and Steve Garry expressed their
opposition to any development of a bike/hike trail along the Patroon
Creek corridor. According to the Garrys, this stream corridor is a public
hazard due to fast flushing water during spring snow melt and the build
up of sand and silt along the banks of the stream that acts like quicksand.
Children are attracted to water, and there have been cases when children
have become stuck in the muck along the stream banks.

The Committee discussed the draft Existing Conditions portion of the
Master Plan that was provided to Committee members at the April
meeting. Some members pointed out minor typographical errors in the
draft, but overall a majority were satisfied with this section of the plan.
Some members will take more time to review it and follow up with the
consultants with any additional comments.

The list below includes the Goals derived at the meeting as well as the
remaining sample goals and some recommendations that were discussed.

Draft Master Plan Goals

Land Use

Goal 1

To maintain and enhance the aesthetics of the major commercial

thoroughfares of the community with the implementation of improved
architectural and landscaping design standards. (Recommendations: bury utility
wires and eliminate overhead traffic lights)
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Goal 2 To preserve and enhance the existing character of Village while
accommodating a balanced mix of recreational, residential and commercial uses
to ensure that property taxes are kept reasonable for existing and future
residents.

Goal 3 To promote and encourage inter and intra-municipal cooperation
and communication with other local, state and regional agencies when making
land use decisions.

Goal 4 To explore, identify and conserve existing vacant land for adaptive
re-use for recreation, senior housing and other needed public services.
(Recommendations: study and identify vacant land that would be valuable for open
space, recreation, or for other needs of the public. Give landholders incentives to keep
land undeveloped. Acquire lands.)

Goal 5 Encourage the future development of an alternative to Route 5.

Land Use Examples Not Used

Goal 1 To preserve and enhance the unique features of the Village that
make it a quality place to live.

Goal 3 To encourage future development that is of quality design, will
meet the necessary long-term population needs, and will lead to fiscal stability of
the community.

Natural & Environmental Features and Resources

Goal 1 To protect and enhance lands within the Village, which are
environmentally significant and or sensitive, and to minimize any adverse
impacts man-made development may have on land, air, water quality, natural
habitats, unique land formations and scenic resources for resource conservation
and recreational opportunities.

Goal 2 To enhance and protect the aesthetics and water quality of
the Village's natural waterways for resource conservation and recreational
opportunities. (Recommendations: improve storn water control of pollutants, silt and
sediment. Improve drainage especially within the Patroon Creek and Cook Pond
watershed.)

Goal 3 To manage and protect sensitive environmental areas and lands
that serve as important natural drainage channels and natural habitats in order
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to prevent development, which would endanger the environment or public
health. (Recommendations: identify the effects of the possible future closure or
expansion of the Albany Land fill, and make efforts to protect the natural environment in
and around Bauer Park.)

Goal 4 To encourage and promote businesses that are "clean” and have
few environmental impacts and discourage those that put the Village
environment at risk.

Goal 5 To discourage land uses that cause severe noise impacts on existing
residential neighborhoods.

Historic & Cultural Resources

Goal 1 To preserve and enhance the Village’s cultural and historic
resources which reinforce a sense of identity and pride for the residents.
(Recommendations: develop a campaign to inform residents about the significance of
history and culture in the Village)

Goal 2 Identify, establish and promote new unique cultural resources that
will foster greater pride in the community. (Recommendations: develop a theme
museum, develop more identifiable gateways to the com munity)

Goal 3 Identify, and promote the Village’s unique cultural and historical
traits and assets. (Recommendations: establish historic markers; develop a thematic
sign program that is unique to the Village)

Goal 4 To encourage the protection and restoration of existing structures
to maintain the historic character of the Village.

Transportation

Goal 1 To promote safe and efficient circulation of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic, and minimize the impact of traffic on the Village’s quality of
life. (Recommendations: reconstruct Route 5 into a boulevard; develop an alternative
transportation route to divert truck traffic from Route 5; reduce or manage congestion
along Route 5 through various access management measures; support the use of public
transit by encouraging the dedication of bus lanes or alternative bus routes; analyze
residential street parking conditions and develop a plan for solving associated problems.)

Goal 2 To support and participate in the planning efforts of regional

entities such as the Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC)the
Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC) and the Capital District
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Transportation Authority (CDTA). (Recommendation: appoint an appropriate citizen
representative to attend meetings held by CDTC and CDRPC on issues that impact the
Village)

Goal 3 To provide and maintain a safe and contiguous sidewalk and trail
system that connects residential and commercial areas throughout the Village.

Goal 4 To continue to improve traffic safety for pedestrians in residential
and commercial areas through the use of various traffic calming devices.
(Recommendation: improve enforcement of speed limits, install curb bulb-outs at
intersections, speed humps, speed dips, landscaped medians or islands, widen sidewalks
and narrow streets, plant vegetated buffer strips to protect pedestrians from traffic,
textured crosswalks and bike lanes for better visibility)

Goals that were mentioned for topics to be discussed at the June meeting

Economic Development

Goal 1 To promote cultural opportunities by encouraging the
establishment of new theater-based businesses within the Village.

Goal 2 To attract tourism by developing a thematic sign program
throughout the Village which will pinpoint interesting features.

Community Facilities and Resources

Goal 1 To fund and promote an outreach program to better inform Village
citizens of Village activities and services.

Goal 2 To provide alternative transportation services for senior residents.
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE

MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #14

AGENDA
Thursday June 6, 2002

6:00 pm -9:00pm
Village Offices

I General

» Public Input
> May Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review

IL. Review
Goals and Objectives from the May meeting

III. Review Draft Existing Conditions of the Plan

IV. Economic Development
Goals & Objectives Workshop

V. Community Facilities & Resources
Goals & Objectives Workshop
Municipal
Parks and Recreation

VI.  Housing Goals & Objectives Workshop

VII. Wrap-up & Miscellaneous Items

1120097 Meetings Advis Mtg Outline 914 6-6-02 doc
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #14
Thursday June 6, 2002

6:00 pm — 9:00pm
Village Hall

Outline of Topics Discussed

7 Public Input

> The list below includes the issues discussed at the meeting in an attempt

to formulate draft goals and/or recommendations for the future of the
Village of Colonie.

Recreation and Community Facilities

Maintain Village buildings and properties to adequately serve their
function for all residents.

Continue annual maintenance of all municipal buildings.

Expand the Senior Citizens Center to meet the future needs of the citizens.
Work with the Town to improve the Town Community Center.

Develop a Youth Center in an appropriate location.

Appoint a citizen committee to be responsible for organizing community
enhancement (clean-up days).

Promote existing Village programs and activities.

Cooperate with the Town of Colonie for the provision of needed services
to the citizens of the Village.

Develop a Village of Colonie web site.

Appoint an Activities Director to be responsible for coming up with new
ways to inform and involve the public in community activities and
programs.

Provide alternative transportation services for senior residents.

Continue to provide the desired recreational services to Village residents.
Develop an interconnecting trail system between the existing parks for
walking and jogging.
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« Coordinate with the Town of Colonie to avoid duplication of recreational

services.
« Expand the functions of the existing parks to better serve the needs of the
community.
« Plant more trees within the Village for improved shade and green space
areas.
Housing

e Offer safe, affordable, quality housing to all residents in the Village.

« Provide a blend of quality housing opportunities including a range of
housing types and price ranges which are affordable for residents.

e Senior Housing.

Economic Development

 Encourage theater based/ entertainment businesses.

e Create a program that gives incentives for businesses to locate in existing
vacant buildings.

e Create a Commercial Development Program.

s Create an Economic Development Committee.

e Improve marketing of the Village.

 Identify or create recruitment or business assistance programs.

e Hire a CEO of Economic Development.

e Cooperate with existing regional economic development agencies (Albany
County Chamber of Commerce). Need a liaison to these existing entities.

e Create of Business Improvement District within Village.

e Give tax incentives for green/clean businesses.

o Give awards to businesses that work hard to make community look good
(business enhancement award).

e Support existing businesses.
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #15

AGENDA

Thursday September 5, 2002
7:00 pm -9:00pm
Village Offices

I. General (10 Minutes)

> Public Input
> June Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review

II.  Review Draft Goals and Recommendations (40 Minutes)
III. Review Draft Implementation Matrix (30 Minutes)
1IV.  Wrap-up & Miscellaneous Items (10 Minutes)
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #15

Thursday September 5, 2002
7:00 pm — 9:00pm
Village Hall

Outline of Topics Discussed
e Advisory Committee accepted the meeting notes from the June meeting.

e Review draft Goals and Recommendations and Action and
Implementation Matrix.

o Committee wants all acronyms within the draft spelled out.

o Committee discussed issues surrounding the neighboring
municipal zoning.

o Committee gave positive feedback regarding the Goals and
Recommendations.

o Committee gave positive feedback regarding the Action and
Implementation Matrix.

o Committee wants to do a mailing with an executive summary or

the draft goals to all Village residents.

Next Meeting: Thursday October 3, 2002, 7:00pm
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #16

AGENDA

Thursday October 3, 2002
7:00 pm -9:00pm
Village Offices

I. General (10 Minutes)

» Public Input
> September Advisory Committee Meeting Notes Review

11. Review Draft Master Plan (1 Hour 30 Minutes)

III. Wrap-up & Miscellaneous Items (20 Minutes)
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Meeting Notes Summary
Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #16

Thursday October3, 2002
7:00 pm - 9:00pm
Village Hall

Attendees

Christopher Dennis, Chair
Thomas Tobin

Anne Krause

Henry Landau

Robert Allen

Mark Keegan

Outline of Topics Discussed

¢ Advisory Committee accepted the meeting notes from the September
meeting.

e Reviewed the Draft Village of Colonie Master Plan.

o Committee requested that all of the mapping included in the draft
Plan reflect accurate revision dates. .

o Committee discussed some typographical errors within the draft
Plan that will be corrected by the consultant.

o Committee decided that due to the lack of attendance to this
meeting, a letter will be sent to Committee members requesting
they review the draft Plan and submit any changes to Laberge
Group by Monday October 21*.

Next Meeting: Thursday November 7, 2002, 7:00pm
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee
PUBLIC HEARING
Agenda
Thursday November 21, 2002

7:00 pm -8:00pm
Village Hall

I Introductions (10 Minutes)
Christopher Dennis, Chairman

II. Master Plan Overview (30 Minutes)
Laberge Group

Benjamin H. Syden AICP
Stephanie L. Baron, Planner

III. Public Input (20 Minutes)
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VILLAGE OF COLONIE
MASTER PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Master Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #17

AGENDA
Thursday January 9, 2003
7:00 pm -8:00 pm
Village Offices
L General (10 Minutes)
» Public Input

II.  Review Draft Master Plan Changes (40 Minutes)
III. Roll Call and vote on memorandum (10 Minutes)
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Final Draft Village of Colonie Master Plan Edits

Number

Change

Recommended |
By:

I&A 1011

Photo removed, not in the Village.

NA

11-01.4

First paragraph, last sentence changed: “During the 1980’s the
tunnels were closed due to safety concerns.”

Betty Film

11-02.15

Table 7 Housing Tenure Vacant Housing Units changed to 2.8%.

Betty Film

11-04.1

Second paragraph, last sentence: “The Planning Commission
meets twice a month, while the Zoning Board of Appeals, Sign
Review Board and Traffic Committee meet once a month.”

Betty Film

11-04.2

Added text on the Ladies Auxiliary: “The Ladies Auxiliary to
the Colonie Fire Company was established in early 1932, with
only 13 members and is still a major asset to the Fire Company,
and the community. The Auxiliary coordinates blood drives,
assist the elderly, participate in a variety of charitable works,
and conduct a number of fund raising activities for the Fire
Company and the community as a whole.”

Betty Film

1I-04.3

Statement on refuse disposal changed: “The Village provides
curbside trash removal for residential properties. Additionally,
the Village provides recycling services on the same day and
seasonal collection of heavy trash items, grass clippings, leaves
and branches.”

Betty Film

11-04.3

Statement on Stormwater Collection added: “The Village of
Colonie has in place a separate stormwater collection system
throughout the Village. Section V includes a map of the existing
storm sewer system.” “The Village is included in the list of
urbanized areas that will be in the near future subject to the new
Phase II regulations of the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater program.”

Albany County
Planning Board

11-05.2

Cook Park: “Future development will include the installation of
a fountain in Cook Pond.”

Betty Film

[1-05.4

the Pine Bush Preserve Commission.”

Paragraph added “The Albany Pine Bush Management
Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement, April 2002,
identifies lands recommended for protection for reaching an
overall goal of limited fragmentation and increased contiguity
between protected parcels. Nearly half of the Village of Colonie
lies within the Study/Protection Area Boundary delineated by

Albany County
Planning Board

Village of Colonie Master Plan



Final Draft Village of Colonie Master Plan Edits

Number

Recommended |

By:

11-05.5

Text changed, “Mayor Bill Cook and Edward Skinner, Sr.
established the Village of Colonie Senior Citizen Center in 1966
on Mothers Day in 1966. The original center was a house that
was donated to the community and moved to the Village’s
municipal property. By 1978, the house was too small for the
sixty members of the center, meetings were then moved to the
Village Hall, and the activities were held at the Colonie
Community Center. A new Senior Citizen Center opened in
1981 as an addition located at the rear of the Village hall. The
Center is named after former Mayor Herbert B. Kuhn, and
currently has approximately 400 members. The center was
expanded again in 1989 due to the growing and popular
demand. A wide array of activities are offered at the Senior
Citizen Center, they include: Bingo, Cards - Bridge, Pinochle,
Exercise Class, Language Class — German and Spanish, Lunches
and dinners on special occasions, Dancing - Line Dancing,
Square Dancing and Country Western, Quilting Class, Sewing
Class, Tai Chi Class, Yoga Class, Day and Overnight trips”

Betty Film

11-07.1

Rearranged paragraphs. Moved paragraph three to the end of
paragraph one. Moved paragraph four after the discussion of
Route 5. Moved paragraph 2 (regarding Interstate 87) after
discussion of Routeb.

RIL

1I-07.1

Text added “In addition, the Capital District Transportation
Committee has completed a critical analysis of the Route 5
corridor and identified a Preferred Future for the corridor in the
New York Route 5 Corridor Land Use and Transportation
Study. The CDTC Study offers a number of solid
recommendations for economic development, downtown
revitalization, street design, and pedestrian, bicycle and public
transit improvements.

HRVG & Albany
County Planning
Board

Village of Colonie Master Plan

11-07.5

Phase 3, added (recommendation has been delayed pending the
outcome of the Lincoln Avenue Bridge Project).




Final Draft Village of Colonie Master Plan Edits

Number

Section/Page

Change

11-07.9

Added paragraph on airport, “Located on Albany-Shaker Road,
just a few minutes drive from almost anywhere in the Village,
the Albany International Airport is a major asset to the
community. The newly expanded 230,000 square foot terminal,
which re-opened in June of 1998, accommodates 135 Average
Daily Arrivals and Departures. The facility offers parking for
over 5,000 vehicles, and shuttle bus service from more distant
parking areas. Commercial airline services include; Air Canada,
American/American Eagle, Continental/ Continental
Connection, Delta, Northwest, Southwest, United /United
Express, US Airways/US Airways Express/Metrojet.”

Moved Goal 4 to Administrative Actions section
Goal 5 becomes Goal 4
Goal 6 becomes Goal 5

Albany County
Planning Board

Goal 5 reworded: “Encourage future development that
minimizes negative impacts on natural resources,
infrastructure, and neighboring uses in order to safeguard the
health, safety and welfare of the community.” Reworded
Recommendations, 1 “Encourage and promote non-polluting
businesses that are energy and waste efficient”, 2. “Establish
performance standards to control negative environmental
impacts such as: noise, odors, smoke, gas, light, dust, physical
hazards, and other side effects from industrial and commercial
activities” and added Recommendation 3 “Develop a
notification system to prospective land buyers/developers of
potential noise impacts in the Albany County Airport Exposure
Area”.

HRVG & Albany
County Planning
Board

Goal 2 recommendation #6 added, “Establish a system of
incentives to encourage landowners to make aesthetic
improvements to the Route 5 corridor, i.e., incentive zoning.”

Removed the words “single-family”

Goal 2, Recommendation #6, removed the word “commercial”

Goal 2 recommendation #7 added, “Include mixed-type
housing opportunities; i.e., townhouses, condominiums, or
apartment complexes, within future planned unit
developments.”

Deleted Goal 3, contradictory to land use goals.

Goal 1 recommendation #9 changed, “Design a Village of Colonie
web site for the promotion of existing and forthcoming
economic development programs to attract and retain village

Village of Colonie Master Plan




Final Draft Village of Colonie Master Plan Edits

Section/Page
Number By:

043 | Goal 3 recommendation #5 added, “Establish a system of HRVG
incentives to encourage landowners to make aesthetic
improvements to their properties, buildings and landscaping,
and to provide pedestrian accommodations, i.e., incentive

zoning.
Remove Recommendation # 2, repeated NA

Goal 3 recommendation # 3 added, “Work with Albany County Albany County
to develop a direct trail connection between the Ann Lee Pond Planning Board
Preserve and Bauer Park.”
Goal 1 recommendation reworded, “Conduct an inventory to HRVG
identify the remaining sensitive natural areas in the Village and
create a priority list for protecting and managing these areas.”
Goal 2 recommendation reworded, “Conduct an inventory to HRVG
identify the remaining open spaces in the Village and create a
priority list for protecting and managing these areas.”

Added Goal 2 (copied from original Land Use section Goal 4). HRVG

Goal 2 recommendation #4 added, “Continue to cooperate with Albany County
the Albany County Planning Board referral process required by Planning Board
New York State General Municipal Law Article 12-B Section
239-m and 239n, for proposed zoning changes, future
comprehensive plan updates, and certain development
applications”.

Village of Colonie Master Plan 4






VILLAGE OF COLONIE

Frank A. LEAK
k=L ALBANY COUNTY Marce
COLONIE, NY 12205 NEW YORK quoms Jm‘roam
(518) 869-7562 EPUTY MAYOR
FAX (518) 464-0389 MicHAEL J. AIDALA
TRUSTEE
BerTy Fiim
KaTHLEEN A. Haas
CLERK/ TREASURER ] TR:;’KE
ACK MURPHY
TruSTEE

November 5, 2001

Dear Village of Colonie Resident,

The Village of Colonie, under the guidance of Mayor Frank Leak and the Master Plan Advisory
Committee has undertaken to commission the update of the Village’s 1958 Master Plan in an effort to
further define and assess the condition of its neighborhoods, and set a course for the future
growth and development of this suburban upstate community.

As you may be aware, a master plan is a written document formally adopted by the Village that
contains goals, objectives, policies and strategies for the immediate and long-range development,
enhancement, growth and protection of the community. This plan creates a blueprint for future
development and the preservation of our community, guiding not only the physical and economic
development, but also accommodating social, environmental and regional concerns.

As a resident of the Village, your valued and unique input into this important planning process will
ensure that the future growth and development decisions made within the Village of Colonie will not
only meet the needs of its residents, but will ensure the long term health, safety and welfare of
our vibrant community. Please take a few minutes to complete and return the enclosed survey
questionnaire by November 21, 2001. Your answers are confidential, as you are not required to
sign or reveal your name anywhere on the form. Thank you for your time and valued input.

Village of Colonie
Master Plan Advisory Committee

1:20097\Reports\Survey\Survey Cover Letter.doc



Master Plan Update
CONFIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL SURVEY

This survey has been designed to aid in the development of an updated Master Plan for the Village of Colonie. Your
responses to the questions below will be tallied and presented to the Village of Colonie Master Plan Advisory Committee
to gather a consensus as to what the goals and objectives of the Master Plan should entail. Please answer the
following questions to the best of your ability. Your answers are confidential, as you are not required to sign or
reveal your name anywhere on the form. Please return your survey by November 21,2001 using the enclosed self-
addressed stamped envelope. Thank you.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13

14.

15.

. In your opinion, what are the positive aspects of the Village of Colonie?

What is your Age Group? (] 18-35 [ 36-59 [] 60 & Over

What is the size of your Household? (] One Person [] Two People ] Three or Four [] Five or More

. Does anyone under 18 years of age live in your home? [ Yes [] No
. Does anyone in your household commute 25 minutes or more to work daily?

] Yes ] No (] Unknown
. Do you Own or Rent your home? (] Own [] Rent

. How long have you lived in the Village? [] Less than 6 years (] 6-15 Years ] More than 15 years
. Are you employed within the Village? [] Yes [] No (] Unknown

. Which of these adjectives describe you? (You may choose more than one)

[_] Village Resident [] Non-Resident Village Property Owner [] Village Business Owner

In your opinion, what are the least positive aspects of the Village of Colonie?

In your opinion, how would you rate the Village as a place to live?
[] Excellent [J Good [ Fair (] Poor [] Unknown

Would you recommend a friend or relative purchase a home in the Village? 0 ves [No (] Unknown

Is housing affordable within the Village?
[] Very Affordable [] Somewhat Affordable [] Too Costly [] Unknown

Would you favor Senior Citizen housing in the Village? [] Yes (O No [ Unknown

Do you feel the Village is a safe place to live? (] Yes [0 No [ Unknown



16. How would you rate the Police protection in the Village provided by the Town of Colonie?
[ Excellent  [] Good (] Fair [JPoor [ Unknown

17. Should the Village have its own Police force? ] Yes (O No [ Unknown
18. Is speeding a problem within the Village?
[] Serious Problem (] Minor Problem (] Nota Problem (] Unknown
If so, where?

19. Is the volume of traffic a problem within the Village?
(] Serious Problem (] Minor Problem [_] NotaProblem [] Unknown

If so, where?

20. Is noise a problem within the Village?
[ Serious Problem ] Minor Problem (] Nota Problem [J Unknown

If so, where?

21. Is litter a problem within the Village?
[] Serious Problem (] Minor Problem ] NotaProblem ] Unknown

If so, where?

22. Please rate the following services that are provided by the Village of Colonie:

SERVICE: EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR UNKNOWN

Fire Protection

Trash Removal

Snow Removal

Road Maintenance

Sidewalk Maintenance

Water/Sewer Service

General Tidiness (Litter, Etc.)

Tree Trimming

Planning Commission

Zoning Board of Appeals

Sign Review Board

Traffic Committee

23. Are you satisfied with the Village recreational programs offered for youth? (0 ves [JNo [] Unknown
24. Are you satisfied with the Village recreational programs offered for adults? [ Yes ] No [] Unknown

25. Currently, both the Village and Town operate separate summer programs for children. Should the Village continue
its programs or should Village children go to the Town’s programs?
] Continue in Village ] Go to Town Program (] Unknown ] Continue both

26. What additional recreational facilities or programs would you like to see in the Village?




27. On a regular basis, in which of these activities do you participate? (You may choose more than one)

[] walking/Jogging [] Bike Riding [ ] Team Sports [_] Hiking / Canoeing
(] Private Gyms [] swimming (] Other [] None
28. How often does anyone in your home use a Village Park?
[] Quite Often [J Occasionally [] seldom (] Never [] Unknown
29. Would you like to see additional sidewalks within the Village? dyes [No [] Unknown

If so, where are they needed?

30. Should sidewalks connecting neighborhoods be required for new residential/commercial developments in the Village?
[0 ves [No [] Unknown

31. Would you like to see more pubic trails and greenways throughout the Village? [] Yes ] No (] Unknown

32. Do you feel that home-based offices are appropriate in residential neighborhoods?
[JYes [No [] Unknown

33. How often do you shop or seek services in the Village?

(] Quite Often [] Occasionally [] Seldom (] Never [] Unknown
34. Is parking a problem when you shop or seek services in the Village?
[] Quite Often [] Occasionally [] Seldom [] Never (] Unknown
35. In your opinion, is the Village a good place to operate a business? Oyes [No [] Unknown

36. What is your opinion of the current level of business activity in the Village?
[] Too Much [] About Right [] Not Enough (] Unknown

37. Should there be more opportunities for businesses to locate in the Village? ves [INo (] Unknown

38. If so, do you think expanding the Village business district is an acceptable option?
Oves [No [] Unknown

39. Would you like to attract more tourists to the Village? [(Jves [No (] Unknown

40. Would you like to see more small-scale convenience retail stores near Village neighborhoods?
[Jyes [No [] Unknown

41. What types of businesses would you like to see come to the Village?

42. What is your level of satisfaction of the existing zoning regulations in the Village?
[] Very Satisfied [] Satisfied ] Not Satisfied

Why or Why Not?
43. Would you support a revised zoning code to address current land use issues? [ Yes (] No [] Unknown
Why or Why Not?

44. How important is it to preserve the remaining open space and agricultural lands in the Village?
(] Very Important (] Important [] Nota Priority [] Unknown



45.

46.

47.
48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

How important is it to preserve the historic nature of the Village?
] Very Important [] Important [] Nota Priority (] Unknown

Are there any special or unique buildings, landscapes, or landmarks within the Village of Colonie that need to be
protected from future development? OYes [JNo (] Unknown

If Yes, please list the areas including streets names that they are located on or nearby

Do you believe the Village is growing too rapidly? [0 ves [ No (] Unknown
Looking ahead, what would be the ideal population for the Village in 20 years?

[] Fewer Residents Than Now [] About the Same Size [] Somewhat Greater

[] Much Greater (] Unknown

What type of development should be permitted on the undeveloped lands in the Village? (You may choose more
than one)

[] Single Family Homes [] Condos [] Industrial

[] Townhouses [] Apartment Buildings [] No Development
H Duplex Homes [] Commercial [] Unknown
Overall, how do you feel about the appearance of commercial signs for businesses in the Village?

] Superior [ Adequate ] Poor [] Unknown
Why?

Overall, how do you feel about the appearance of Central Avenue and neighborhood roads leading into and out of
the Village?

(] Superior [] Adequate ] Poor [] Unknown
Why?

Should there be architectural review and design guidelines for new developmeﬁt throughout the Village?
[J Yes [ No (] Unknown

Please provide any additional comments about the quality of life in the Village, opportunities to improve the Village,
or threats to what you value in the Village?

The Village of Colonie Master Plan Advisory Committee thanks you for your cooperation and support.

For additional information, please contact Chuck Voss, Senior Planner, Laberge Group, 4 Computer Drive West,
Albany, New York, 12205. (518) 458-7112
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. November 5, 2001

Dear Village of Colonie Business Owner,

The Village of Colonie, under the guidance of Mayor Frank Leak and the Master Plan Advisory
Committee has undertaken to commission the update of the Village’s 1958 Master Plan in an effort to
further define and assess the condition of its neighborhoods, and set a course for the future growth
and development of this suburban upstate community.

. As you may be aware, a master plan is a written document formally adopted by the Village that
contains goals, objectives, policies and strategies for the immediate and long-range development,
enhancement, growth and protection of the community. This plan creates a blueprint for future
development and the preservation of our community, guiding not only the physical and economic
development, but also accommodating social, environmental and regional concerns.

As a business owner in the Village, your valued and unique input into this important planning
process will ensure that the future growth and development decisions made within the Village of
Colonie will not only meet the needs of its residents and business owners, but will ensure the
long term health, safety and welfare of our vibrant community. Please take a few minutes to
complete and return the enclosed survey questionnaire by November 21, 2001. Your answers
are confidential, as you are not required to sign or reveal your name anywhere on the
form. Thank you for your time and valued input.

Village of Colonie



Master Plan Update
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS SURVEY

This survey has been designed to aid in the development of an updated Master Plan for the Village of Colonie. Your

responses to the questions below will be tallied and presented to the Village Master Plan Advisory Committee to gathera

consensus as to what the goals and objectives of the Master Plan should entail. Please answer the following questions to

the best of y
form. Please return your survey by November 21,2001 using the enclosed self-

our ability. Your answers are confidential, as you are not required to sign or reveal your name anywhere on the

About Your Business:

(3]

10.

14.

. How long has your business been in the Village of Colonie?

. Approximately what percentage of your employees live in the Village?

. Please circle one that best describes your business:

[ Retail [ Service [] Professional (Lawyer, Doctor, Architect, Etc.
[] Manufacturing [] Agricultural [] Other

. What year was your business established?

. How many people do you employ?

Full Time Part-Time Seasonal

. Do you live in the Village? COyes [ nNo
. Do you ] OWN or ] RENT your place of business?

. Where do most of your customers come from?

(] WITHIN the Village ] OUTSIDE the Village [ ] UNKNOWN

addressed stamped envelope. Thank you.

. Would your business benefit from a reconfigured Central Avenue design? Jyes [JNo [ UNKNOWN
How or Why Not?
What percentage of your customers are tourists? [] UNKNOWN
To which of the following organizations does your company belong?
] Colonie Rotary [] Albany County Board of Realtors
[] Colonie Business & Professional Association (] Other
[_] Albany County Lions Club (] None

[] Albany/Colonie Chamber of Commerce
B Albany County Board of Realtors

] Other
] None




About Village Services:

12. Please rate the following services that are provided by the Village of Colonie:

SERVICE: EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR UNKNOWN

Fire Protection

Road Maintenance

Sidewalk Maintenance
Water/Sewer Service

General Tidiness (Litter, Etc.)
Tree Trimming

Planning Commission
Zoning Board of Appeals
Sign Review Board

Traffic Committee

13. What is your level of satisfaction of the existing zoning regulations in the Village?

[] Very Satisfied [] Satisfied [ Not Satisfied

Why or Why Not?
14. How would you rate the Town Police protection provided to the Village?

[ Excellent [] Good [ Fair [ Poor
15. Is the Village Government responsive to needs of the business community?

[] YES LI No [J UNKNOWN

How or Why Not?

16. Would you support efforts for future consolidation of any Village and Town government services?
(] YES ] ~o [J UNKNOWN

Please Specify:

17. Do you have any additional comments about how the Village can improve the business climate?

The Village of Colonie Master Plan Advisory Committee thanks you for your cooperation and support.

For additional information, please contact Chuck Voss, Senior Planner, Laberge Group, 4 Computer Drive West, Albany,
New York, 12205. (518) 458-7112
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Village of Colonie Community Image Survey Results

In order to identify and document the community’s preferences for design styles and various scenes and
landscapes, a visual survey was conducted. Residents, landowners and business owners were invited to
attend a program where 119 35 mm slides were shown. 50 people attended. Participants rated each slide on
a scale of -5 to +5 according to how the scene was aesthetically pleasing to them. A variety of scenes from
around the region were portrayed in the visual survey. Images that illustrate the visual and spatial qualities
and the functional characteristics of Colonie’s existing growth patterns were included. The slides reflected
what participants already see, or could see, as they move through the village. Images that suggest
alternative approaches to land use and design were also included for the community to respond to.

The results allow us to evaluate the community’s visual preference for commercial buildings, including
stand-alone and strip mall designs, multi-family housing, single family housing sited on individual lots and
in subdivisions, and views from a variety of common style of streets. This technique was also used to assess
preferences for signs, general building design, landscapes and other factors that influence visual preferences
such as utility poles and wires, sidewalks, road widths, and preferred setbacks.

This summary explores common preferences and discusses any consensus on vision. The results reveal
desired community image (in the positive images) and what should be avoided (in the negative images.)
The desired elements can be translated into specific building designs that reflect the desired character of
Colonie’s vision. Local zoning and planning practices should be analyzed to determine the “end-product”
or the result of implementing the regulations. If they result in buildings, design or streets that are not
desired, local regulations should be changed to reflect the positive visual character that is desired.

The analysis of the images specifically looked for patterns of design and planning features including:

Signs

Setbacks

Streets and Streetscape Elements
Colors

Windows

Roof Pitches

Doors and Entrances

Style and Massing of Building
Decorative Elements
Landscaping

Treatment of Parking

Positive Rated Slides — Summary

Positively rated slides included both commercial and residential structures. Most of the images showing
downtown style development and residential subdivisions were rated positively. Participants rated those
slides with an abundance of green space (lawns, parks, yards) and mature shade trees very high. Positive
images of streets included those with a continuous canopy of trees. As the amount of large trees and
foundation landscaping decreased in the scene, so did the ratings. Narrower streets or those heavily lined
with street trees were rated very positive.



Commercial buildings that were smaller in scale, having traditional architectural features and windoxlvs
(such as panes, shutters, dormers, and columns) and peaked roofs were rated positive. D_oors and windows
on these buildings emulate traditional and historic buildings. Buildings typically found in a pre-1950 style
downtown were rated positively. These were flat-topped, two story buildings with commercial space below
and residential above. Flat-topped buildings were rated positive only in a traditional downtown setting.

Positive rated buildings were constructed of brick, or with wood or wood-like siding. Positive images also
included on-street parking, landscaped or screened parking lots, and lots that were not visible. Small,
wooden signs were also rated positively. Although Central Avenue does have some examples of this type of
commercial development, especially that in converted residential structures, most of the commercial
development in the Village does not have similar characteristics to that found in positively rated slides.

Single-family residential subdivisions typical of that found in the Village were rated positively. There did
not appear to be much discrimination among participants of different characteristics of a subdivision: all the
images representing small to mid-size lot subdivisions were visually acceptable regardless of other features
such as density, setbacks, and amount of trees and landscaping. Positive residential images depicted, for the
most part, single family dwellings.

Negative Rated Slides - Summary

The majority of negatively rated slides were commercial structures. Of these slides, disorderly strip mall
developments along commercial corridors received the lowest ratings. Additionally, negative slides
included the larger urban centers with continuous and substantially sized brick structures, tall stand-alone
apartment complexes, industrial sites, highways, and slides without attractive landscaping.

The commercial and strip mall slides shown in the presentation were similar to those found on Central
Avenue, the main thoroughfare through the Village. These slides presented ordinary structures typical of
chain store development that do not represent the local architectural vernacular. They had oversized parking
lots in the front of the site, broken and insufficient (or non-existent) sidewalks and walkways, limited or no
vegetation or tree cover, large signs, overhead utility wires, and seem to be somewhat unkempt.

The lowest rated residential slides were the stand-alone apartment complexes. These slides showed
structures that were tall and/or massive. Further, they were large, poorly landscaped, and surrounded by
generous asphalt parking. A strong bias was shown against those sites without vegetation, green lawns or
ample tree cover.



Apartment Comparison: While the participants negatively rated stand alone, bulky apartment complexes,
there were several apartment structures that received positive or neutral ratings. These structures have no
more than two stories, have pitched roofs, and look similar to townhomes. The following slides ?.how how
respondents rated different styles of apartment complexes. The density of the first three images is not a
detraction or significant issue because the structures are well maintained, well landscaped and are built at a

neighborhood scale.
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Slide 1, Average Score: 1.12 Slide 2, Average Score: 1.10

Slide 3, Average Score: 0.20
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Slide 5, Average Score: -1.61

Slides with no Consensus

There were some slides where no consensus emerged. These are slides whose ratings hover around zero.
Out of the 119 slides, 21 fall in this category. Lack of consensus can mean that participants had mixed
reactions (scores varied greatly between -5 and +5) or that they had no strong opinions on them (with most
participants ranking the slide close to zero). A closer look at the statistics for each slide shows that most of
the slides receiving average or median ranks close to zero actually represent a “mixed reaction”. In other



words, there were many participants who felt positive about the image at the same time that others felt
negative. Thus, these slides represent images with wide opinions. Many of the neutral slides have similar
features to others rated slightly higher or lower, such as similar architectural styles. However, the defining
difference was that they lacked the green vegetation and brightness found in the more positively rated
images.



Community Image Written Survey

The Community Image Survey included several written questions designed to explore how participants
describe the existing visual character of the Village of Colonie, where the most aesthetically pleasing
locations are, and where the most negative or visually displeasing locations are found.

The existing overall aesthetic or visual character of the Village of Colonie received an average score of 1.38
(scale of =5 to +5) with two respondents rating the area a +5. There were no -5 or —4 responses. The
following table breaks down the average score for this response from each age group. Since only one
respondent was categorized in the youngest bracket (19 to 35), the high average score of 3 for that group
should be disregarded. Otherwise, while there is not significant difference between the other age brackets,
each older group gave the visual character of the village a higher score than the last.

Table: Age breakdown of response to question 10 (Rate the existing overall visual character of the Village
from -5 to +5).

Age Group Average Score
19 to 35 (one respondent) | 3.00
36 to 55 1.17
56 to 65 1.30
65+ 1.66

The most positive, or most visually pleasing, locations in the Village were identified as Bauer Park and
Cook Park. They were both noted as well landscaped, clean, safe and enjoyable places to be. Cook Park
was singled out for having ample open space and a wide range of activities for all ages. Bauer Park was
found to be a pleasant natural area while the nearby neighborhoods also received high praise for being
orderly, clean, and well landscaped.

The most negative, or most visually unpleasing, locations in the Village were identified as Central Avenue
throughout the Village boundaries and the old row houses along Broderick Street and Vics Court. Some
individual structures and sites along Central Avenue were selected as sited as specific examples of
unpleasing locations including the intersection of Central Avenue and Vly Road. However, many
respondents felt the entire roadway was visually unpleasing, disorderly, and dirty.

Age Breakdown Comparisons
For the most part, slides were rated consistently and there were not major deviations among the age
brackets. However, some interesting divergences can be seen in the responses to the industrial and Main

Street slides.

Industrial Slides: The oldest age bracket (65+), while still rating the industrial uses negatively, gave those
slides substantially higher scores than the scores given by the younger age groups.

Table: Comparison of scores for industrial sites by age brackets

Age Category Average Score: Slide | Average Score: Slide 2
36-55 -3.22 -3.87
56-65 -3.10 -3.10
65 + -0.93 -1.73




Slide 1

Main Street: The younger age bracket (36-55) consistently gave the main street slides higher positive ratings
than the other age groups. It seems that this group did not find the urban-style density of these slides to be a
significant detraction.

Slide 2

Age Bracket Average Score: | Average Score: | Average Score: | Average Score:
Slide 1 Slide 2 Slide 3 Slide 4
35-55 1.17 1.83 1.30 1.39
56-55 0.20 0.30 0.30 0.50
65 + -0.07 -0.33 0.27 0.27

Slide 3

Slide 4



Analysis of Slides

Images Rated Positively

Tier 1: Most Positive Slides (Averages from 3.2 to 2.0)

The most positive slides all had very large mature shade trees in the image with a lot of green grass. Some
of the scenes have sidewalks. Building colors were brick or light gray and windows were traditional with
panes or grills. All the buildings in this tier have peaked roofs. Doors and entrances on commercial
buildings were traditional with small porches and columns. One slide has a well-buffered parking lot. The
last slide in this tier shows a four-lane boulevard that has a vegetated island. The general theme of this tier
is green space and large shade trees.







Tier 2 (Averages 1.8 to 1.6)

This tier shows more variety in the desired images. Some of the characteristics of these slides include
commercial buildings that are in a traditional downtown setting or with narrower setbacks than conventional
development provides. The streets often have additional streetscape elements including very visible
pedestrian crossings, sidewalks, benches, and wall mounted or ground mounted signs. Windows are also
traditional with multiple panes and doors of commercial buildings are in scale with the windows. Building
styles are all red brick or wood (or wood-like) fagade treatments. The landscaping in these images show
grass, tree-lined streets, and well-landscaped intersection corners. Some decorative elements here include
dormers. Except for one scene from a traditional style downtown, all the buildings have peaked roofs,
including new commercial buildings.
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Tier 3 (Averages 1.5 to 1.4)
This tier shows similar images tha
or wood-like facades, and

t were rated positively. Commercial buildings have peaked roofs, wood

landscaped foundations. Signs are wooden building or ground-mounted styles.




Tier 4 (Average 1.3 to 1.2)
Participants rated many of the “house-like” commercial buildings similarly. The setbacks depicted in these

images are very shallow. Buildings have wood or wood-like facades and are light colors. All have peaked
roofs. Some decorative elements include cupolas and shutters. The landscaping in these images tend to
focus on foundation plantings, rather than large shade trees. Signs, as in the above tier, are building or
ground mounted, made of wood, and are not illuminated. Some of the parking is on-street, but there are no

visible parking lots.







Tier 5 (Average 1.1 to 1.0)

Many of the positively rated images in these scenes represent higher density housing via apartments or
townhouses, along with single-family housing. The one commercial building in this tier has similar
characteristics of other positively rated slides: peaked roof, a columned entranceway, and traditional
window styles with shutters. The residential streets are shady with large trees. Other buildings have
landscaping concentrating on foundation plantings and small trees. The conventional subdivision style







Tier 6 (Average .97 to .81)
This tier includes two traditional downtown scenes. All but one show red brick buildings

have decorative light fixtures. Sidewalks and pedestrian crossings are predominant.

V. 4

. Three of the four



Tier 7 (Average .79 to .61)

Again, a higher density subdivision similar to that found in the Village of Colonie was rated positively.
Commercial buildings have peaked roofs, and have decorative elements such as dormers. Except for the
image of the Dunkin Donut shop, the other commercial buildings have traditional paned-windows. Many

images show on-street parking. There are some street trees visible, but the major landscaping element is
sparse foundation plantings.
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Tier 8 (Averages .60 to .35)

Five out of the eight scenes in this tier illustrate traditional downtown settings. Buildings have narrow
setbacks, brick or wood facades, and decorative elements such as dormers, awnings, columns, and peaked
entranceways. Shade trees are not prevalent, and foundation plantings constitute most of the landscaping.
The mall located in the Village of Colonie received a positive average ranking, and shows some of the
elements of other desired commercial buildings: red brick, dormers, and other interesting decorative
elements on the roofline.




Tier 9 (Neutral to slightly positive with averages < 34)

These images were on average, rated positive, but actually had a wide dispersal of scores ranging the entire

scale from —5 to +5. A review of these images does not reveal any features or visual components that are
common to all of them. Thus, these slides represent images that evoked very mixed reactions, and no
consensus on their preference can be reached.







Images Rated Negatively

Tier 10 (neutral to slightly negative with averages 0.0 to-0.3)
These images were on average, rated negative, but actually had a wide dispersal of scores. These slides, like

those that are slightly positive represent images that evoked very mixed reactions, and no consensus on their
preference can be reached. Within this category are several of the urban or downtown slides that show
higher density than is typically seen in Colonie. Importantly, most of the pictures in this category were
taken during winter months and the slides have very limited amounts of vegetation.







Tier 11 (Averages -0.31 to -0.55)
Four out of the six slides in this tier show strip development typical to Central Avenue or other urban

corridors. The commercial structures have flat roofs, a limited number of trees and/or vegetation for shade
and inadequate pedestrian amenities. The final slide in this group shows a village downtown scene where
the structures do no complement one another, the sidewalk is too small, there is no vegetation, tree cover or

plantings, and no uniformity in color, size, or style.




Tier 12 (Averages from —0.6 to -1.0)

Four of the six slides in this tier show commercial scenes. One of the slides shows a crowded road that,
while there is ample tree cover for shade, there are no crosswalks and the street may be too busy for
pedestrians. The two residential slides in this group show older homes and neighborhood scenes where the
sidewalks are in slight disrepair and lawns are somewhat cluttered or unkempt. The commercial slides
(three on the left) show sites with some vegetation and landscaping. However, overhead utility wires clutter
the site of the first two, while the final slide has a dry lawn and insufficient green plant growth.




Tier 13 (Averages from —1.1 to —1.9) The slides in this tier can be categorized by large expanses of asphalt
for parking and/or roads. The slides show parking lots for strip malls, apartments and offices, wide roads
with no pedestrian amenities, as well as a gas station with no landscaping. One of the slides is a residential
block with homes that seem to be in slight disrepair, no sidewalks, overhead utility wires, and poor or
disorderly landscaping. Two of the larger apartment complexes that appear in this tier are stand-alone,
bulky and tall structures that would not fit into neighborhood scale development typical of the Village.
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Tier 14 (Averages between -2.0 to —2.3) The images in this tier, for the most part, are strip malls and
scattered urban development similar to commercial entities found along Central Avenue within Colonie’s
boundaries. One of the images shows an apartment complex with no landscaping or pedestrian features.
The commercial entities have flat roofs, insufficient sidewalks, giant curb cuts, oversized parking lots, and

overhead utility wires.




Tier 15 (Averages from -2.4 to —3.36)

The images in this tier are those that were rated the most negatively. They included industrial uses, large
parking lots without landscaping, and sites with large, out of place signage. These sites made no recognition
of pedestrian activities and were designed solely for the automobile. There are no crosswalks or pathways
for walking, and the lots themselves are old and disorderly.
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Comparison of Positive and Negative Rated Slides

The following images show a side-by-side comparison of positively rated images to negatively rated
images. They are presented from most positive or negative to least positive or negative. In this manner,
differences in signs, setbacks, streetscape elements, colors, windows, roof pitches, doors and entrances,
building style, decorative elements, landscaping, and parking can be illustrated. Refer to Appendix A for
ranks and scores associated with each slide.

Commercial Buildings
Positive Negative
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Residential Streets and Scenes
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January 30, 2003

Re: Final Draft Master Plan Goals Survey
Village of Colonie, New York

Dear Village Resident:

As you are aware, over the past eighteen months, the Village of Colonie Master Plan Advisory
Committee has been working to prepare the update to the Village's 1958 Master Plan. At this
point in time, the Committee has completed the final draft of the Village of Colonie Master Plan,
and has recommended that the Village Board formally adopt the Plan.

As a resident of the Village, your opinion is valued, and your input into this planning process is
important. As such the Village Board would like to present to you the draft Issues and Goals. The issue
statements detail a variety of needs identified from data collected by the Master Plan Advisory Committee, and
input received from residents and business owners. Each issue statement has one or more goals that the Master
Plan will address.

Prior to the adoption, we would appreciate if you could take a few moments to review the
enclosed material, complete the quick survey, and return it by February 10, 2003. Please note
that your answers are confidential, as you are not required to sign or reveal your name
anywhere on the form.

Again, thank you for your valued input in this process.

Sincerely,

-Q’La_u&, Q. e

Frank A. Leak, Mayor

Enc.
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Draft Master Plan Issues and Goals

Land Use

Throughout the planning process, Committee
members and residents alike continually
focused on the high quality of life in the Village.
This can be attributed to the close-knit
community character, low crime rates, and
availability of services.  According to the
Residential Survey, 66% of the respondents

believed there should be
~ architectural review and
design standards for new
development in  the
3 : Village. Residents want to
maintain the current land use patterns, preserve
the architectural diversity of the housing, create
a stronger sense of place in the commercial
district, and continue to promote the separate,
but solid balance between the residential and
commercial areas.

Goal 1:

Encourage future development that is of quality
design, will enhance the existing character of
Village, and meet the necessary long-term needs
of the community.

Goal 2:

Create Planned Unit Developments (PUD) in
order to transform under-utilized or inactive
commercial areas into active mixed-use
(housing, recreational/open  space, and
commercial space) areas that are pedestrian
friendly.

Goal 3:
Protect and enhance the visual character and
design quality of the

Village along
transportation
corridors, Village

municipal boundaries,
and gateways to the
community.

Goal 4:

Explore, identify, and conserve existing vacant
land and buildings for adaptive re-use for
recreation, senior housing, and other needed

public services in order to meet the necessary
long-term needs of the community.

Goal 5:
Encourage development that minimizes
negative impacts on natural resources,
infrastructure, and neighboring uses in order to
safeguard the health, safety and welfare of the
community.

Transportation

Traffic through the Village has increased over
the years, and as such, people perceive more
problems relating to traffic volume and speed.
The Village of Colonie Residential Survey
illustrated that 49% of the respondents believe
speeding is a minor problem, and 34% believe it
is a major problem. The survey also showed
that 45% of the respondents believe that traffic
volume is a serious problem and 38% believe it
is a minor problem. A vast majority of the
residents also stated that traffic and speeding
vehicles are the least positive aspects of living in
the Village.

Central Avenue (NY
Route 5) has the highest
traffic levels and the
greatest number of
public transit riders in
the Village. It is apparent that steps should be
taken to improve public transportation options,
and traffic circulation for through traffic, and
local traffic to shopping areas and jobs.
Improved access management to existing
businesses will decrease traffic delays and
accidents.

The Village of Colonie has been diligently
working to solve the traffic problems
throughout the Village and on Route 5. The
Village Board passed a Resolution to endorse
the NY5 Land Use and Transportation vision
articulated by  the  Capital  District
Transportation Committee. The wvision for the
corridor includes economic revitalization, transit

Village of Colonie



Draft Master Plan Issues and Goals

system improvement, bicycle, and pedestrian
travel =~ accommodations, travel  safety
enhancement, streetscape and landscaping
amenities and technology-based traffic flow
management for Route 5.

Goal 1:

Provide safe and efficient circulation of
pedestrian, bus, and automotive traffic, to
minimize the impact of traffic on the Village’s
quality of life.

Goal 2:
Maintain and enhance the aesthetics of the
Route 5 corridor.

Goal 3:
Continue to improve traffic safety for
pedestrians in residential and commercial areas
through the use of various traffic calming
devices.

Housing

The response from the Village of Colonie
Residential Survey indicated that the majority of
residents wanted the Village to stay just the way
it is, however, 70% of
the respondents felt oulali
that if growth B@ig - e
occurred on available [ 1
land in the Village, it |
should be residential :
in nature. The results of the Commu.mty Image
Survey showed that all styles of single-family
housing are acceptable to Village residents;
however, buildings with brick or wood-like
siding are preferred. Box-shaped buildings with
flat rooftops are disliked. New housing in or
near existing residential neighborhoods should
blend with the existing neighborhood.

Sixty-five percent (65%) of survey respondents
also believed that the Village should develop
and adopt architectural review and design
guidelines that would be applied to future
development within the Village.

In addition, 75% of the respondents to the
Village of Colonie Residential Survey said they
would favor the development of senior housing.
This is an important point because the 2000
United States Census illustrated that 17% of the
total population in the Village are ages 65 or
older.

Goal 1:
Preserve and enhance the existing residential
neighborhoods in the Village.

Goal 2:

Provide a balanced blend of quality housing
opportunities including a desirable range of
housing types and price ranges, which are
affordable and accessible for all residents.

Goal 3:
Provide a range of housing choices for Senior
Citizens.

Economic Development

Commercial businesses are very important to
the well being of the Village, not only to satisfy
the needs of the community and to provide
economic opportunities, but also to help define
the character of the Village. Most residents are
satisfied with the level of commercial activity
within the Village and believe that future
commercial activity should be contained within
the existing commercial districts. Occupancy of
existing vacant commercial buildings is also
desirable. The existing businesses should be
nurtured and the Village should encourage
small service oriented businesses to locate where
appropriate.

The general goal of encouraging economic
development has numerous objectives including
expanding the Village’s tax base, increasing the
vitality of the area, providing residents with a
wide range of business, employment and career
opportunities, as well as providing a diversity of
goods and services for residents. The following
Goals and Recommendations support these
objectives.

Village of Colonie



e e eSS = e s s ST
Draft Master Plan Issues and Goals

Goal 1:

Develop a business friendly environment to
retain and expand the Village’s tax base and
provide existing and future residents with a
wide range of business, employment and career
opportunities.

Goal 2:
Develop a Marketing Plan for the Village.

Goal 3:
Improve and enhance the business environment
to offer amenities to residents and visitors.

Community and Recreational
Facilities

Community and recreational facilities are very
important to the Village, to satisfy the needs of
the community and to help define the character
of the Village. According to the results of the
Residential Survey, when asked if they are
satisfied with the recreational facilities and
programs offered by the Village, 60% of those
surveyed said yes. Most residents would
-~y however, like to see the
I ! remaining open space in
_ ‘ _ the Village preserved.
' M In addition, many
% residents would like the
(33 % H_ﬁj Village to offer more
park space in general; recreation and
community facilities should be family oriented
and include trails, an ice skating rink, a
swimming pool, and more programs. The
following Goals and Recommendations support
these concepts.

Goal 1:

Maintain and enhance Village buildings and
properties to adequately serve their function for
all residents.

Goal 2:
Promote existing Village programs and
activities, and continue to cooperate with the

Town for the provision of needed services to the
citizens of the Village.

Goal 3:

Continue to provide the
desired recreational and
community services to
Village residents.

Natural Resources

The response to the Village of Colonie
Residential Survey illustrated an interest in
preserving the remaining open spaces and
natural resources in the Village. Forty-six
percent (46%) of the respondents said it was
very important to preserve the remaining open
spaces and natural resources within the Village
and 58% said they would like more public trails
and greenways in the Village. In order to
maintain the Village’s quality of life, it is
important to identify the remaining sensitive
natural areas and open spaces, and preserve
and enhance these areas for aesthetics,
recreation, and the good =g=wg- :
of the local economy. X

Goal 1:
Protect and enhance
environmentally

significant and  or -
sensitive land areas in order to minimize
adverse impacts due to man-made development.

Goal 2:

Preserve and protect areas of open space that are
important to the Village for use as public
recreational or leisure purposes.

Goal 3:
Preserve and enhance the scenic tree-lined
streets within the Village.

_————————————————————
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Draft Master Plan Issues and Goals

Historical and Cultural
Resources

Preservation and promotion of history and
culture can help to reinforce a strong sense of

pride and identity
within the
community. The
response to the
Village of Colonie
. Residential  Survey
illustrated a high
commitment to preserving the history of the
Village of Colonie, with over 78% of the
respondents noting the importance of
safeguarding the historic nature of the
community. It is apparent that steps should
be made to recognize the past and maintain
the unique qualities of the Village for its
future.

Major historical events have shaped the
development of the Village of Colonie.
Although a majority of the historic structures in
the Village have been destroyed, a stronger
Village identity can be built through the
recognition of important historical events that
have  shaped the powm

development of the
area. The strongest
historical theme within
the Village is centered
around Route 5 and the 4 :
Village as the commercial hub between
Schenectady and Albany. The history of
differing modes of transportation should be
celebrated and recognized, for it is the main
reason why the Village of Colonie has prospered
in the past and will continue to do so in the
future.

Goal 1:
Develop a more identifiable and unique Village
historical/cultural theme in order to reinforce a

7

sense of community identity and pride and
reconnect residents and visitors to the
community’s roots.

Administrative Actions

Goal 1:

Ensure that the community efforts in crafting
the Village of Colonie Master Plan for the future
of the Village of Colonie will result in actions to
achieve the goals.

Goal 2:

Promote and encourage inter and intra-
municipal cooperation and communication with
other local, state, and regional agencies when
making land use decisions.

e e e e e e — e e e
s ——— — —
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Instructions

Please carefully read over the attached Issues and Goals and indicate if you agree with these statements or not.

Feel free to write down any specific comments, suggestions or recommend

ations on what you feel could be

done to enhance, change, or implement these goals.

Do You Agree With the Goal Statements? (Please check only one box)

Land Use

Goal 1 [0 Yes [0 No [ NotSure
Goal2 [JYes [O No [ NotSure
Goal3 [JYes [ONo [ NotSure
Goal4 [JYes [JNo [ NotSure
Goal5 [JYes [ No [J NotSure
Transportation

Goal 1 [ Yes ] No [C] Not Sure
Goal2 [ Yes [ No [J NotSure
Goal3 [ Yes [ No [J NotSure
Housing

Goall [J Yes [J No [ NotSure
Goal2 [] Yes [J No [] NotSure
Goal 3 O Yes [ No [J NotSure
Economic Development

Goall [JYes [JNo [ NotSure
Goal 2 [ Yes [0 No [ NotSure
Goal3 [ Yes [ No [ NotSure

Comments or Suggestions

Yes (77.8%) - No (6.2%) - Not Sure (6.2%) - No Response (9.8%)
Yes (68.5%) - No (10.6%) - Not Sure (8.6%) - No Response (12.3%])
Yes (80.2%) - No (2.8%) - Not Sure (5.6%) - No Response (11.4%)
Yes (80.64%) - No (4.3%) - Not Sure (4.3%) - No Response (10.9%)
Yes (80.6%) - No (3.8%) - Not Sure (4.7%) - No Response (10.8%)

Comments or Suggestions

Yes (90.3%) - No (1.5%) - Not Sure (1.7%) - No Response (6.5%)
Yes (78.1%) - No (3.4%) - Not Sure (5.6%) - No Response (12.9%)
Yes (79.1%) - No (3.9%) - Not Sure (5.8%) - No Response (11.2%)

Comments or Suggestions
Yes (87.9%) - No (1.9%) - Not Sure (1.7%) - No Response (8.5%)
Yes (76.5%) - No (6.0%) - Not Sure (6.9%) - No Response (10.6%)
Yes (81.9%) - No (3.2%) - Not Sure (5.0%) - No Response (9.9%)

Comments or Suggestions

Yes (82.3%) - No (4.1%) - Not Sure (8.2%) - No Response (5.4%)
Yes (68.1%) - No (6.1%) - Not Sure (14.4%) - No Response (11.4%)
Yes (75.0%) - No (5.0%) - Not Sure (8.4%) - No Response (11.6%)

Community and Recreational Facilities Comments or Suggestions

Goal 1 [ Yes [ No [J] NotSure
Goal2 [] Yes [J No [ NotSure
Goal3 [ Yes [ No [ NotSure
Natural Resources

Goal 1 [JYes [ No [ NotSure
Goal2 [ Yes [ No [ NotSure
Goal3 [ Yes [ No [ NotSure

Historical and Cultural Resources

Goall [JYes [ No [ NotSure
Administrative Actions

Goall [ Yes [ No [ NotSure
Goal 2 [0 Yes [ No [ NotSure

Yes (87.6%) - No (1.9%) - Not Sure (1.9%) - No Response (8.6%)
Yes (84.3%) - No (2.4%) - Not Sure (3.2%) - No Response (10.1%)
Yes (83.1%) - No (3.4%) - Not Sure (2.1%) - No Response (11.4%)

Comments or Suggestions

Yes (91.9%) - No (0.8%) - Not Sure (2.6%) - No Response (5.6%)
Yes (86.4%) - No (0.4%) - Not Sure (2.6%) - No Response (10.6%)
Yes (83.3%) - No (0.6%) - Not Sure (3.0%) - No Response (13.1%)

Comments or Suggestions
Yes (75.2%) - No (6.5%) - Not Sure (13.6%) - No Response (4.7%)

Comments or Suggestions

Yes (85.4%) - No (0.4%) - Not Sure (7.3%) - No Response (6.9%])
Yes (72.8%) - No (6.2%) - Not Sure (10.5%) - No Response (10.5%)
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COMMENTS

LAND USE:

Try to fill or get rid of the many vacant commercial buildings
Keep some land for back-up & forever wild

Over developed

Use vacant land for Colonie Park

No more commercial neon signs & no more car dealers

Central Avenue is an eye sore

Sand Creek Road @ Watervliet Shaker — no more construction
Leave vacant lands vacant

Turn vacant buildings into apartments for elderly & single parents
It is very difficult to know when you enter or leave village on Rte 5
No more shopping centers

Do not change zoning

Plenty of commercial space

Clean up Redwood Bowling and in front of Builders Square
Commercial development is good for our tax base

Lots too small on Jo-Ann Court for new duplexes

Need more environmentally friendly development

Albany Ladder Problems

TRANSPORTATION:

30
29
17

Traffic problem all through Villagé
Delafield Drive is a major concern, speed humps are useless & ugly, too many speeders

More speed limit signs on Lincoln Avenue & reduce speed limit to help with traffic speeding,
also should dead end as soon as possible.

Too much truck traffic at 5pm, need a cop part-time during those hours
More sidewalks & maintenance

Pedestrian lanes at traffic lights

No parking on village streets & on one-way streets during winter

More overall speed humps

Better senior services

Noise levels of car radios & homeowner stereos

Traffic light in front of Firehouse, the new light at Redwood Bowling Alley has added to traffic
delays, and abolish right on red on Central Avenue

Widen streets that lead to Central Avenue
Make it look like Saratoga, re-pave Central Avenue

ﬁ
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Traffic light at Sand Creek & Sunset

Need more Traffic lights

Get rid of ugly power line poles and make all utilities underground

There are enough buildings on Central Avenue

Traffic problem in front of Smokey Bones at intersection of Lincoln & Central
Stewart’s parking lot corner of Lanci La & Central Ave has many problems
No more new traffic lights

Increased Traffic on Peter Drive a problem

Ban left turns on Central Avenue

CDTA shuttle is needed on Sand Creek Road, Village side

Enforce the No Left Turn from Old Karner Rd to Central Avenue

Fix streetlights that go out

CDTA buses are not dependable & would like park & ride with % off prices for village residents
Minimize blind spots for cars turning into traffic

Bike lanes on Central Avenue

Route new traffic patterns away from Sand Creek Road

HOUSING:

21
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Need more senior housing, affordable senior housing, and housing for handicapped or disabled
in a community complex

No more developments in the village

No low income housing or trailers '

Encourage higher end housing

Totally in favor of affordable housing for seniors
More code enforcements '

No high-rise buildings

Removal of older unlicensed vehicles on properties
Restrict dog barking

Keep kids off the streets

Have enough senior housing

Add one more apartment complex with strict guidelines
Townhouses & Condo’s are needed

No businesses run out of private homes

Limit the number of pets and vehicles per household

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:
10 Have new business take over unoccupied commercial properties

6

No more commercial buildings throughout the village
No more porn clubs

ﬁ
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Would not like business development to be the key to the future of village
Do not change zoning
Village should be community not business area
Buffers at least 150 feet between existing residences and commercial property

COMMUNITY & RECREATIONAL FACILITIES:

14  Plans for swimming pool

More family & children’s programs

More biking trails, tennis & and parks

Need youth center

Need dog park

Ice skating

Cooks Park looks great

Safe biking to Cook Park and throughout the village
Non-residents should pay a fee to use village facilities
No football or basketball in the streets

More open space

NN NN WL WL o um

Stop spending so much money on Cook Park

No pool

Need winter activities

Make trails for ATV’s & snowmobiles

Holiday activities are a waste of taxpayer monies

Clean up the corner of Central Avenue & Lapham Drive
Clean up gateway to Pine Bush

NATURAL RESOURCES:
18 Niagara Mohawk ruins our trees & flowers
5  Offer help for house that are not kept up
2 Need full-time forester to take care of trimming over grown trees
2  Clean up garbage village wide
Nothing other than Cook Park
Insure water on natural lands is kept clean of debris

Village map should be available to all residents and visitors showing local attractions, dining,
shopping, etc.

Drain land between Parkwood & Hialeah to get rid of mosquitoes

HISTORICAL & CULTURAL RESOURCES:
4  Restore and make use of vacant historical buildings
Trolley type vehicle to transport people around village

M
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Stop destruction of historical places
Bring some history back
Collect old pictures for display

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS:

4  Keep up the good work

2 Create a village web site
Do not believe you are doing a good job, could be better
Do not disband the traffic committee
Have commercial involvement in planning

ﬁ
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